
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

December 28th, 2023 
 
 
Robert Cox 
Associate Professor & EPIC Associate Director 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte  
 
SUBJECT: INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 36TH REGULATORY INFORMATION 

CONFERENCE (RIC) 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), it is my sincere pleasure to invite 
you to participate in the 36th Regulatory Information Conference (RIC) as a presenter in the 
session titled, “Innovations in Advanced Reactor Construction Oversight,” to take place on 
March 13, 2024, from 3:30 pm to 5:00 p.m. EST. This year, the RIC will be a hybrid event March 
12-14, 2024, with in-person attendees at the Bethesda North Marriott Hotel and Conference 
Center and virtual attendees participating remotely by accessing the RIC conference platform.  

As the NRC continues its transformation journey to be a modern, risk-informed regulator, we are 
excited to bring new innovations to the RIC! This year’s theme is “Adapting to a Changing 
Landscape.” This panel session, chaired by Robert Taylor, Deputy Director for New Reactors, 
Nuclear Reactor Regulation, NRC, will focus on the framework the staff is developing for new 
and advanced reactor construction oversight. This framework applies construction oversight 
experience and leverages lessons from past construction projects such as the Vogtle Electric 
Generating Plant Units 3 and 4, the SHINE Technologies, LLC, facility, and current NRC 
inspection programs. Staff will discuss major components of the current construction reactor 
oversight process and non-power production and utilization facilities construction oversight 
program, lessons learned from implementation of these programs, and how the NRC proposes 
to structure the Advanced Reactor Construction Oversight Program (ARCOP) based on 
previous experience and new innovations. External panelists are asked to discuss the following, 
as relevant to their areas of expertise and authority: 

• The need for construction oversight to be flexible and risk-informed so that it is 
commensurate with advanced reactor safety profiles,  

• Research in digital monitoring technologies aimed at optimizing oversight by owners and 
regulators, and  

• International collaboration to enhance advanced reactors and SMRs construction 
oversight 

• Applying lessons learned from AP1000 construction oversight 
• Contrasting modern construction strategies with those for previous generation reactors 

We hope you are available to accept this invitation and encourage panelists to attend in person. 
To confirm your participation, we request that you complete and sign the enclosed NRC Forms 
1105 and 1106. We also request you provide a speaker photo. Photos should be high resolution 
and with 200 x 200 pixel dimensions. Save the documents and photo, and attach them to a 
confirmation email to Angelica Gheen at Angelica.Gheen@nrc.gov and Ossy Font, Session 
Coordinator, at Ossy.Font@nrc.gov by January 3rd, 2024. If you have presentation slides you’d 
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like to share during this session, please let us know with your invitation acceptance. 
Presentation slides are due by January 29th, 2024, and must be attached to a separate email 
in .ppt format.  
 
If you would like to nominate someone else to participate in this session on your behalf, please 
contact Angelica Gheen at Angelica.Gheen@nrc.gov and Ossy Font, Session Coordinator, at 
Ossy.Font@nrc.gov. 
 
Additional background on the NRC and RIC is provided below. 
 
NRC background 
  
The NRC licenses and regulates the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive materials to protect 
public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, and protect the 
environment. We have a staff of about 3,000 engineers and scientists of all technical disciplines, 
corporate and legal support staff, and administrative personnel. The NRC has begun a period of 
transformation, focusing on our regulatory approaches and our organizational mindset and 
culture. In particular, the NRC is focused on becoming a more modern, risk-informed regulator 
that uses modern business technologies and processes to do our jobs better. We are also 
striving to be more creative and innovative in how we get our jobs done.    
  
About the RIC  
  
The RIC is the largest public meeting the NRC hosts, historically bringing together almost 3,000 
participants from nearly 40 countries and representing interested stakeholders from other 
government agencies, industry, international organizations, and the public.  You can find more 
information on the 2024 RIC at https://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/conference-
symposia/ric/index.html.  
  
Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to hearing from you!   
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 

Angelica Gheen 
Project Manager 
Advanced Reactor Policy Branch 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
 

 
 
Enclosures:  
NRC Form 1105, “RIC Confirmation Form” 
NRC Form 1106, “RIC External Speaker Agreement Form” 
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