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Subject  Honeywell Metropolis Works 30-Day Written Follow-Up Report
Event No. 56976

The Honeywell Metropolis Works facility (MTW) reported to the NRC Operations Center in accordance with
10 CFR 40.60(b)(3) an event that required unplanned medical treatment at a medical facility of an individual
with spreadable radioactive contamination on the individual’s clothing. This letter is a follow-up report to
address specific items required by 10 CFR 40.60(c)(2).

NRC Event Number 56976 dated February 18, 2024:
The following information was provided in the 24 Hour NRC Telephone Report:

Description of the Event:
CONTAMINATED EMPLOYEE WITH MEDICAL CONDITION TRANSPORTED OFFSITE

On February 17, 2024, a Honeywell employee experienced a non-work-related medical condition that
required off site medical support. The incident occurred at approximately 2140 on the 4th Floor of the Feed
Materials Building at the Metropolis facility. Due to the nature of the employee’s condition, the individual
was transported to a local medical facility. Honeywell Health Physics staff accompanied the injured
employee and provided guidance to Emergency Room personnel and controlled the facilities prior to
decontamination. A whole-body survey of the employee and plant clothing was performed; the maximum
amount of contamination present was on the employee’s coveralls was 65,500 dpm/100cm?. All
contaminated clothing was removed from the employee and an additional whole-body survey was
performed; no contamination above background levels was detected. An Emergency Medical Technician's
(EMT) pants leg, boots of both EMT’s, and the gurney were found to be contaminated. The maximum
amount of contamination present was 13,000 dpm/100cm?. The EMT’s pants leg, boots of both EMTs, and
gurney were decontaminated to background levels. Following medical evaluation, hospital facilities were
monitored and found to be free of contamination prior to release for unrestricted use. All contaminated
materials from the hospital and injured empioyee were returned to the Metropolis facility.
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The licensee notified NRC Region Il (Tom. Vukovinsky) and the Metropolis Emergency Coordinator.
Reporting Requirement: 10 CFR 40.60(b)(3), Unplanned medical treatment of a contaminated individual.
Isotope, Quantities and Chemical Form: Uranium Ore Concentrates.

Personnel Radiation Exposure Data (if applicable): None.

10 CFR 40.69(0)(2) written 30-day follow up report required sectjons:

(2)(i) A description of the event, including the probable cause and the manufacturer and model number (if
applicable) of any equipment that failed or malfunctioned.

On February 17, 2024, a Honeywell employee experienced a non-work-related medical condition that
required off site medical support. The incident occurred at approximately 2140 on the 4th Floor of the Feed
Materials Building at the Metropolis facility. Due to the nature of the employee’s condition, the individual
was transported to a local medical facility. Honeywell Health Physics staff accompanied the injured
employee and provided guidance to Emergency Room personnel and controlled the facilities prior to
decontamination. A whole-body survey of the employee and plant clothing was performed; the maximum
amount of contamination present was on the employee’s coveralls was 65,500 dpm/100cm?, All
contaminated clothing was removed from the employee and an additional whole-body survey was
performed; no contamination above background levels was detected. An Emergency Medical Technician's
(EMT) pants leg, boots of both EMT'’s, and the gurney were found to be contaminated. The maximum
amount of contamination present was 13,000 dpm/100cm?. The EMT’s pants leg, boots of both EMTs, and
gurney were decontaminated to background levels. Following medical evaluation, hospital facilities were
monitored and found to be free of contamination prior to release for unrestricted use. All contaminated
materials from the hospital and injured employee were returned to the Metropolis facility.

(2)(ii) The exact location of the event.

The exact location of the event was the local hospital. Contamination was found on the employee’s clothes,
on two wheels of the gurney, two pairs of boots of the EMT, and an EMT’s pant leg.

(2)(iii) The isotopes, quantities, and chemical and physical form of the licensed material involved.

The isotope involved was natural uranium in the form of UsOg, which was in the form of spreadable
contamination on the employee’s clothing, on two wheels of the gurney, two pairs of boots of the
paramedics, and a paramedic’s pant leg. The highest contamination level was on the employee’s coveralls,
measuring approximately 65,500 dpm/100 cm?.

(2)(iv) Date and time of the event.

The incident occurred at 21:40 [CDT] on February 17, 2024, and the 24-hour report was submitted on
February 18, 2024, at 17:32 [ET].



(2)(v) Corrective actions taken or planned and the results of any evaluations or assessments.
The following actions were taken in response to the event:

1.

A First Aid/Medical Treatment Contamination Report for documenting unplanned dispensary
treatments and unplanned off-site medical treatments was completed for this event on February 17,
2024.

An Incident Report (IR) was initiated in Honeywell’'s Corrective Actions Program (MST #509000) on
February 17, 2024.

Information on potential contamination in the form of uranium particulate was provided to hospital
personnel involved in the patient’s evaluation and treatment. Hospital personnel were given
instructions on necessary precautions. Completed on February 17, 2024

The Health Physics responders conducted instrument contamination surveys of the hospital facility,
ambulance, equipment, supplies, PPE, and personnel. Decontamination was performed as
necessary. Completed on February 17, 2024. An additional request for contamination monitoring
was received on February 19, 2024. The Health Physics Supervisor and the Regulatory Affairs
Manager surveyed boots of one EMT and the back of the ambulance by request of the Ambulance
Service Manager. No contamination was identified.

The Health Physics responders coliected all potentially contaminated items, including clothing, PPE,
and waste, and returned them to the plant for disposal. Completed on February 17, 2024.

A critique meeting for the responders was organized at the cohclusion of the event to review
response actions and to identify potential improvement items. Completed on February 17, 2024.

(2)(vi) The extent of exposure of individuals to radiation or to radioactive materials without identification of
individuals by name.

N/A
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contact Mr. Sean Patterson, at (618) 645-9012 if you have questions or comments regarding this

Sincerely,
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Brett Suits
Director of Chemical Plant Operations

Cc:

Regional Administrator
Region I, US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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245 Peachtree Center Ave., NE, Suite 1200
Atlanta, GA 30303-1257





