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SUBJECT: RULEMAKING PLAN FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
REGULATIONS, 10 CFR PART 9, SUBPART A 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this paper is to request Commission approval to initiate a rulemaking to revise 
the regulations in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 9, "Public Records," 
Subpart A, "Freedom of Information Act Regulations." (Subpart A). This rulemaking would 
address recommended revisions to Subpart A identified in the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) compliance 
assessment of the NRC Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) program and incorporate the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) template language for agency FOIA regulations, as appropriate. 

SUMMARY: 

Although the NRC's regulations in 10 CFR Part 9, Subpart A are in compliance with FOIA, there 
are opportunities for improvement. Specifically, in its 2020 compliance assessment of the NRC 
FOIA program, OGIS recommended that the NRC update its FOIA regulations "to ensure they 
are plainly written and reflect current processes and statutory requirements." The proposed 
revisions to Subpart A would improve the clarity of the existing requirements by using plain 
language, address DOJ recommendations to include provisions that further promote good FOIA 
customer service, improve the efficiency of responding to FOIA requests, update roles and 
responsibilities, and to formalize certain best practices recommended by DOJ for FOIA 
implementation. 
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