
June 27, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services Field Office
3815 American Blvd East

Bloomington, MN 55425-1659
Phone: (952) 858-0793 Fax: (952) 646-2873

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2023-0098374 
Project Name: Monticello Subsequent License Renewal 
 
Subject: Verification letter for 'Monticello Subsequent License Renewal' for specified 

threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project location 
consistent with the Minnesota-Wisconsin Endangered Species Determination Key 
(Minnesota-Wisconsin DKey).

 
Dear Briana Arlene:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on June 27, 2023 your effect 
determination(s) for the 'Monticello Subsequent License Renewal' (Action) using the Minnesota- 
Wisconsin DKey within the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system. You have 
submitted this key to satisfy requirements under Section 7(a)(2). The Service developed this 
system in accordance of with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C 1531 et seq.).

Based on your answers and the assistance of the Service’s Minnesota-Wisconsin DKey, you 
made the following effect determination(s) for the proposed Action:

Species Listing Status Determination
Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) Candidate No effect
Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus) Proposed 

Endangered
NLAA

Whooping Crane (Grus americana) Experimental 
Population, Non- 
Essential

No effect

 
Determination Information  
The Service will notify you within 30 calendar days if we determine that this proposed Action 
does not meet the criteria for a “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” (NLAA) determination 
for Federally listed species in Minnesota and Wisconsin. If we do not notify you within that 
timeframe, you may proceed with the Action under the terms of the NLAA concurrence provided 
here. This verification period allows the Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services Field Office 
to apply local knowledge to evaluation of the Action, as we may identify a small subset of 
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actions having impacts that were unanticipated. In such instances, the Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Ecological Services Field Office may request additional information to verify the effects 
determination reached through the Minnesota-Wisconsin DKey.

Additional Information  
Sufficient project details: Please provide sufficient project details on your project homepage in 
IPaC (Define Project, Project Description) to support your conclusions. Failure to disclose 
important aspects of your project that would influence the outcome of your effects 
determinations may negate your determinations and invalidate this letter. If you have site-specific 
information that leads you to believe a different determination is more appropriate for your 
project than what the Dkey concludes, you can and should proceed based on the best available 
information.

Future project changes: The Service recommends that you contact the Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Ecological Services Field Office or re-evaluate the project in IPaC if: 1) the scope or location of 
the proposed Action is changed; 2) new information reveals that the action may affect listed 
species or designated critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not previously considered; 3) the 
Action is modified in a manner that causes effects to listed species or designated critical habitat; 
or 4) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated. If any of the above conditions occurs, 
additional consultation with the Service should take place before project changes are final or 
resources committed.

Species-specific information
Whooping Crane Nonessential Experimental Population: For Federal projects outside a 
National Wildlife Refuge or National Park, we treat the nonessential experimental population 
(NEP) of whooping crane as proposed for listing and only two provisions of section 7 would 
apply: section 7(a)(1) and section 7(a)(4). Section 7(a)(4) requires Federal agencies to confer 
with the Service on actions that are likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a proposed 
species. You indicated that the Action is not likely to result in jeopardy of the NEP of 
whooping crane. As such, your obligations under section 7 for whooping crane are 
complete.

Bald and Golden Eagles: Bald eagles, golden eagles, and their nests are protected under the 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (54 Stat. 250, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 668a-d) (Eagle Act). 
The Eagle Act prohibits, except when authorized by an Eagle Act permit, the “taking” of bald 
and golden eagles and defines “take” as “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, 
trap, collect, molest or disturb.” The Eagle Act’s implementing regulations define disturb as “… 
to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, based on 
the best scientific information available, (1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease in its productivity, 
by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or (3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior.”

If you observe a bald eagle nest in the vicinity of your proposed project, you should follow the 
National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines (May 2007). For more information on eagles and 
conducting activities in the vicinity of an eagle nest, please visit our regional eagle website or 
contact Margaret at Margaret_Rheude@fws.gov. If the Action may affect bald or golden 
eagles, additional coordination with the Service under the Eagle Act may be required.
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▪

The following species and/or critical habitats may also occur in your project area and are not 
covered by this conclusion:

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered
 
Coordination with the Service is not complete if additional coordination is advised above 
for any species.
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

Monticello Subsequent License Renewal

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'Monticello Subsequent License 
Renewal':

In January 2023, Xcel Energy submitted an application to the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) requesting the NRC's renewal of the operating 
license no. DPR-22 for Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant, Unit 1, in Wright 
County, Minnesota. If approved, the renewed license would authorize Xcel 
Energy to continue operating Monticello h for an additional 20 years through 
September 8, 2050. Operating conditions would not change under license renewal, 
and Xcel Energy proposes no new construction, tree removal, or ground- 
disturbing activities as part of the license renewal.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@45.330964949999995,-93.8315358371581,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@45.330964949999995,-93.8315358371581,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@45.330964949999995,-93.8315358371581,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
This determination key is intended to assist the user in evaluating the effects of their 
actions on Federally listed species in Minnesota and Wisconsin. It does not cover other 
prohibited activities under the Endangered Species Act (e.g., for wildlife: import/export, 
Interstate or foreign commerce, possession of illegally taken wildlife, etc.; for plants: 
import/export, reduce to possession, malicious destruction on Federal lands, commercial 
sale, etc.) or other statutes. Additionally, this key DOES NOT cover wind development, 
purposeful take (e.g., for research or surveys), communication towers that have guy wires 
or are over 450 feet in height, aerial or other large-scale application of any chemical (such 
as insecticide or herbicide), and approval of long-term permits or plans (e.g., FERC 
licenses, HCP's). 
 
Click YES to acknowledge that you must consider other prohibitions of the ESA or other 
statutes outside of this determination key.
Yes
Is the action being funded, authorized, or carried out by a Federal agency?
Yes
Are you the Federal agency or designated non-federal representative?
Yes
Does the action involve the installation or operation of wind turbines?
No
Does the action involve purposeful take of a listed animal?
No
Does the action involve a new communications tower?
No
Does the activity involve aerial or other large-scale application of ANY chemical, 
including pesticides (insecticide, herbicide, fungicide, rodenticide, etc)?
No
Does the action occur near a bald eagle nest? 
 
Note: Contact the Minnesota or Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for an up-to-date list of known bald 
eagle nests.

No
Will your action permanently affect local hydrology?
No
Will your action temporarily affect local hydrology?
Yes



06/27/2023   6

   

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Will your project have any direct impacts to a stream or river (e.g., Horizontal Directional 
Drilling (HDD), hydrostatic testing, stream/road crossings, new stormwater outfall 
discharge, dams, other in-stream work, etc.)?
Yes
Does your project have the potential to impact the riparian zone or indirectly impact a 
stream/river (e.g., cut and fill; horizontal directional drilling; construction; vegetation 
removal; pesticide or fertilizer application; discharge; runoff of sediment or pollutants; 
increase in erosion, etc.)? 
 
Note: Consider all potential effects of the action, including those that may happen later in time and outside and 
downstream of the immediate area involved in the action. 
 
Endangered Species Act regulation defines "effects of the action" to include all consequences to listed species or 
critical habitat that are caused by the proposed action, including the consequences of other activities that are 
caused by the proposed action. A consequence is caused by the proposed action if it would not occur but for the 
proposed action and it is reasonably certain to occur. Effects of the action may occur later in time and may 
include consequences occurring outside the immediate area involved in the action. (50 CFR 402.02).

Yes
Will your action disturb the ground or existing vegetation? 
 
Note: This includes any off-road vehicle access, soil compaction (enough to collapse a rodent burrow), digging, 
seismic survey, directional drilling, heavy equipment, grading, trenching, placement of fill, pesticide application 
(herbicide, fungicide), vegetation management (including removal or maintenance using equipment or prescribed 
fire), cultivation, development, etc.

No
Will your action include spraying insecticides?
No
Does your action area occur entirely within an already developed area? 
 
Note: Already developed areas are already paved, covered by existing structures, manicured lawns, industrial 
sites, or cultivated cropland, AND do not contain trees that could be roosting habitat. Be aware that listed species 
may occur in areas with natural, or semi-natural, vegetation immediately adjacent to existing utilities (e.g. 
roadways, railways) or within utility rights-of-way such as overhead transmission line corridors, and can utilize 
suitable trees, bridges, or culverts for roosting even in urban dominated landscapes (so these are not considered 
"already developed areas" for the purposes of this question). If unsure, select NO..

No
Have you determined that the action will have no effect on individuals within the 
whooping crane nonessential experimental population (NEP)?
No
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Does the action occur within a National Wildlife Refuge or National Park? 
 
Note: For the purposes of section 7 of the Act, we treat nonessential experimental populations (NEPs) as 
threatened species when the NEP is located within a National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) or National Park (NP), and 
therefore section 7(a)(1) and the consultation requirements of section 7(a)(2) of the Act apply in NWRs and NPs. 
Section 7(a)(1) requires all Federal agencies to use their authorities to conserve listed species. Section 7(a)(2) 
requires that Federal agencies consult with the Service before authorizing, funding, or carrying out any activity 
that would likely jeopardize the continued existence of a listed species or adversely modify its critical habitat.

No
For Federal projects outside a National Wildlife Refuge or National Park, we treat the 
nonessential experimental population of whooping crane as proposed for listing and only 
two provisions of section 7 would apply: section 7(a)(1) and section 7(a)(4). Section 7(a) 
(4) requires Federal agencies to confer with the Service on actions that are likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of a proposed species. Have you determined that your 
action is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of whooping crane?
No
[Hidden Semantic] Does the action area intersect the monarch butterfly species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Under the ESA, monarchs remain warranted but precluded by listing actions of higher 
priority. The monarch is a candidate for listing at this time. The Endangered Species Act 
does not establish protections or consultation requirements for candidate species. Some 
Federal and State agencies may have policy requirements to consider candidate species in 
planning. We encourage implementing measures that will remove or reduce threats to these 
species and possibly make listing unnecessary. 
 
If your project will have no effect on monarch butterflies (for example, if your project 
won't affect their habitat or individuals), then you can make a "no effect" determination for 
this project. 
 
Are you making a "no effect" determination for monarch?
No
Is this project funded, authorized, or carried out by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
No
[Hidden semantic] Does the action intersect the Tricolored bat species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
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23. The tricolored bat was proposed for listing as endangered on September 13, 2022. During 
winter, tricolored bats hibernate in caves, abandoned mines, and abandoned tunnels 
ranging from small to large in size. During spring, summer and fall months, they roost 
primarily among leaf clusters of live or recently dead deciduous/hardwood trees. 
 
What effect determination do you want to make for the tricolored bat (Only make a "may 
affect" determination if you think the project is likely to jeopardize the continued existence 
of the species)?
2. “May affect – not likely to adversely affect”
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Name: Briana Arlene
Address: 11555 Rockville Pike
City: Rockville
State: MD
Zip: 20852
Email briana.arlene@nrc.gov
Phone: 3014151042
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