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REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION 
COOPER - LAR TO PERFORM DFO TANK INSPECTIONS 

NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT 
COOPER, UNIT 1 

DOCKET NO. 05000298 
ISSUE DATE: 01/04/2024 

 
 

Background 

By letter dated September 6, 2023, the Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) submitted a 
license amendment request (LAR) (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
(ADAMS) Accession No. ML23249A134) to revise Technical Specifications (TS) 3.8.3, Diesel 
Fuel Oil (DFO), Lube Oil, and Starting Air, to allow for the use of temporary fuel oil storage tanks 
to supplement the required fuel oil storage inventory used by the emergency diesel generators 
during performance of required DFO tank inspections. This TS change would be applicable 
during the 2024 Refueling Outage 33 while in Modes 3 and 4 to allow cleaning, inspection, and 
any needed repairs, of the permanent DFO storage tanks. 

Regulatory Basis 

The regulation under 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(i) requires that technical specifications (TS) contain 
limiting conditions for operation (LCOs), which are the lowest functional capability or 
performance levels of equipment required for safe operation of the facility. When an LCO of a 
nuclear reactor is not met, the licensee shall shut down the reactor or follow any remedial action 
permitted by the TS until the condition can be met. 

The regulation in 10 CFR 50.36(c)(3), “Surveillance requirements,” states that “[s]urveillance 
requirements are requirements related to test, calibration, or inspection to assure that the 
necessary quality of systems and components is maintained, that facility operation will be within 
safety limits, and that the limiting conditions for operation will be met.” 

Question 1 

In attachment 3 to the license amendment request (LAR) dated September 6, 2023 
(ML23249A134), the licensee provided a markup of a proposed one-time change to Cooper TS 
3.8.3, “Diesel Fuel Oil, Lube Oil, and Starting Air,” to support a temporary configuration during 
diesel fuel oil storage tank maintenance activities. Proposed Note 2 to the TS 3.8.3 actions table 
would state: 

 A combination of fuel oil volumes in temporary storage tanks and permanent storage 
tanks may be utilized to support OPERABILITY of a DG [diesel generator] during tank 
cleaning and inspection maintenance activities. Equipment (temporary transfer pump, 
hoses, and appropriate fittings) capable of supplying fuel oil to the in-service permanent 
tank aligned to the operable DG must be available. The fuel oil in the temporary tanks, in 
conjunction with the fuel oil in the permanent tanks, must be within the limits of Condition 
A and Condition C. This temporary note is applicable only to the DG aligned to the in-
service permanent tank. This temporary note is applicable only during Refuel Outage 33 
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while in MODES 4 or 5. This allowance is contingent upon meeting the compensatory 
measures contained in Attachment 2 of Nebraska Public Power District letter 
NLS2023029. 

Provide a discussion of the following items regarding proposed Note 2: 

a.  The note begins: “A combination of fuel oil volumes in temporary storage tanks and 
permanent storage tanks may be utilized to support OPERABILITY of a DG…” This appears to 
describe an exception to the LCO and surveillance requirements related to diesel fuel oil 
acceptance criteria, not to the actions table. Discuss further the justification for the current 
location or consider whether the note should be relocated to other requirements (e.g., LCO or 
SR). 

b.  The third sentence states: “The fuel oil in the temporary tanks, in conjunction with the fuel oil 
in the permanent tanks, must be within the limits of Condition A and Condition C.” This sentence 
appears in conflict with item 9 of “Technical Specifications Compensatory Measures” found in 
attachment 2 to the LAR, which would require verification of at least a seven-day supply of fuel 
oil every 24 hours. Note 2 appears to require only a six- to seven-day supply (TS 3.8.3 condition 
A) and it also appears to prevent entry into conditions A and C (fuel oil particulates not within 
limit) during the fuel oil storage tank maintenance activity. Discuss the purpose of the third 
sentence in the note or provide a revision to the note or the LAR. 
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