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Justice Department

Doubtful of Killing
Of Atomic Worker

. By DAVID BURNHAM
Spectel Lo The New York Times
WASHINGTON, May 1—The
Justice Department said today
that the death of 2 young wo-J
man who had raised serious
safety questions about an Qkla-|
homa plutonium factory did not.
appear to be murder, . . .
The department’s announce-
ment came five and a half
months after the 0il, Chemical
and Aatomic Workers Union
asked it to investigate the Nov.
13 car crash that took the life
of Karen G.-Silkwood, a -28-
year-old technician who worked
in a factory of the Kerr-McGhee:
Nuclear Corporation near Cres-

Lent, Okla, .

While the Justice Department
spokesman said the Federal Bu-
reau of Investipation had found'

,ho evidence that Miss Silkwood’
had been . murdered, he said
that two - aspects of the case
were still under investigation

The spokesman, Robert L
Stevenson. said the F.B.I. was
still looking Into allegations
that Miss Silkwoud's rights as.
a union member may have been
violated.

Plutonium Possession .

He said the second aspect
wag the possible illegal posses-
sion by some unnamed person

. or persons of plutonium, a

carefully guarded substance
that s considered highy dan.
gerous both as a cause of can-.
cer and a3 the raw materda]
of atomic bombs,

A spokesman for the Senatas
Government Operations Com-
mittee said the Oil, Chemical
and -Atomic Workers - Union
last week submitted a eonfi-
dential letter “detailing what
-1t considered to be outstanding
fssues” of<ths F.BL's investi.
gation. A

Both the unfon end the com-
mittee declined to make pyhlic
the contents of the letter. But
the committes sookesman srid
it had been forwzrded tn the
General - -Accounting Gilice,
which, at tha request of Sena.
tor Lee Metealf, Democrat of
Montans, s {nvesticating the
qualite of the Inquiry bv wari-
cws Fedems] ppencies looking
¥to the Silkwood case.




