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Justice Department 
Doubt( ul _of Killing 
0 f Ato·mic Worker 
. By DAVID BURNHAM 

&ptdo.l &o Tht Nrtr Tort n:,,,s . 

WASHINGTON • ." May I-The 
Justiee Department said today 
that the death of a young wo
man who had raised serious 
safety questions about an Okla
homa plutonium factory did not. 
appear to be murder. . 

1ne department's announce-. 
ment cam~ five and .a half 
months after the O!I, Chemical 
and Aatomic Workers • Unioa 
asked it to investigate the Nov. 
13 car crash that took the life 
of Karen G. • Silkwood, a · 28-
year-old technician who worked 
{n a factory of the Kerr-McGhee : 
Nuclear Corporation near Cns
µnt. Okla. .• • • 
. While the Justice Department 
spokesman said the Federal Bu
reau or Investifatiort ha.cl found _ 
110 evidence that Miss Silkwood· 1 had been . murdered, he said 
that two , aspects • of th:e case 
were still under Investigation.. 

The spokesman, Robert L 
Stevenson. uld the F.B.I. was 
still lookin~ L,to . alle !?aUoos 
ta'lo.t ?,Il.ii Sili...wooci9s rig!ltS as_ 
a union member may h.a.ve• been 
violated. 

Plutonium Possession . 
He· said · the second aspect 

_was the possible illegal pos.se!
aion by some unnamed person 

. or persons of plutonium, a 
carefully guarded substance 
that, Is considered highy dan. 
gerous both as a cause of can-. 
ccr and 9.('I thP. raw material 
of atomic bombs. 

A spokesman for the Senate 
Government Open1tion!I Com
~ittee said the Oil, Chemical 
and • Atomic Workers • Union 
Jast week submitted a confi
dential letter "detailin11: what 

_ It considered to be outstanding 
issues" of~tha F.B.L's investi-
gation. • • .,_, · 

Both the union and the com
mittee declined to make ouhlic 
the content~ of th,. letter. But 
the committee sook,.sman SP'id 
it lt1td been forw1trded tn the 
General · ·Accountinll Oiiice, 
which. at. th!'! r-qu~t ot SeM• 
tnr Lee Metul(. ~ocrat of 
Montane. J,i u,v~lizatln~ the 
qualltv nt the lncrulrv bv Tllrf• 
CU1 Fe-rl~I •~nci~ looking 
1nto the SIikwood case. . . . 


