
Ascension 
St.Vincent 
Hospital 

October 10, 2023 

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Region III 

2443 Warrenville Road, Suite 201 
Lisle, IL 60532-4352 

Re: USNRC Materials License No.: 13-00133-02; Control Number: 635963, 
Additional Information 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

This correspondence is being sent in response to a telephone conversation we had on 
September 20, 2023, with specific regard to the receipt of Amendment No. 171, dated 
September 8, 2023. During our conversation, you stated additional clarifications and/or 
commitments were necessary to be provided to your office. As such, I am providing the 
requested information below: 

1) Status with current HDR [MicroSelectron} with replacement of new HDR [Flexitron}:

In order to provide continuous uninterrupted patient care, we will be using the 
MicroSelectron up to the date of our January source change. We anticipate the date 
being toward the end of January 2024. During the source change process, the vendor will 
remove the iridium-192 source from the MicroSeletron and prepare this source for 
return. A new iridium-192 source shall be installed in the new Flexitron at that point. 
The Flexitron shall have exclusive use at that point which will be in use to treat patients 
from that point forward. 

2) Commitment to training/or MD's/AMP for HDR:

We commit to ensuring the Authorized User's (AU's) and Authorized Medical Physicists 
AMP's) will have received the proper training per 35.690 prior to use of the HDR unit. 

3) Commitment to Spot checks for HDR:

We also commit to continuing Spot Checks for the Flexitron HDR as stated in 10 CFR 
35.643 

Ascension St. Vincent Indianapolis 

Diagnostic Physics Services 

2001 W. 86th St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46260 

317-338-6887 
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Listening to you, caring for you.® 







Sincerely, 

Edward E. Wroblewski, M.A. 
Diplomate, ABSNM 

Medical Physicist/Radiation Safety Officer 
Diagnostic Physics Services 
317/338-2381 
eewroble@ascension.org 

Enclosures 

cc: USNRC Correspondence File 
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communications equipment (transmitters) and the Flexitron® system as recommended in 

Appendix C, according to the maximum output power of the communications equipment. 

2.9 System Interconnection 
Detailed interconnection drawings can be found in the Flexitron® Installation Manual (P/N see 

1.1.3 Related Documents). 

2.10 Emergency System 

2.10.1 Emergency Circuitry 
If the emergency button is pressed when the source is outside the safe it will be retracted 

immediately by the stepper motor. If the source stepper motor fails to retract the source into the 

safe, the backup DC motor is automatically activated to retract the source. The user can initiate 

emergency source retraction at any time. This, however, should only be done if normal 

interruption using the TCP interrupt touch button fails. 

 

2.10.2 Emergency Buttons 
An emergency button is integrated in the Treatment Control Panel of the Flexitron® system. 

 
Figure 18: Emergency Button on Treatment Control Panel 

Additionally, up to three emergency buttons (fitted, as required, in various strategic locations) can 

be connected to the Flexitron® System. 

The Treatment Communication Console indicates in the status bar, at the bottom of the screen, 

the status of the emergency circuitry being “armed”, “not armed” or “active”.  

The Treatment Control Panel is equipped with a reset key switch to return to the “armed” status. 

Under normal operating conditions the system is in the “armed” state. If the emergency system is 

armed, an emergency retraction can be initiated by pressing any emergency button. 

Pressing an emergency button triggers the emergency system, which then withdraws the source 

into the safe. The TCC status bar indicates “active” meaning that the emergency system has 

been activated. To rearm (enable) it again unlock the emergency pushbutton and reset the 

emergency system using the reset key switch at the back of the Treatment Control Panel. 

 

Note: Only use the emergency button in case of an emergency. In all other cases, 
when it is required to stop treatment, press the Interrupt button on the 
Treatment Control Panel. 
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Note: If an emergency button is pressed during a check cable run, the check cable will 
be retracted immediately. 

 

 
Figure 19: Emergency Reset Key Switch 

To re-arm the emergency circuit: 

1. Release the Emergency button being pressed by turning in the direction of the arrow on 

the emergency button. 

2. Press ‘Reset Alarm’ on the TCP. 

3. Insert the Reset Key into the key switch push it and rotate it clockwise and then release it. 

 

Note: For safety reasons, do not leave the Reset key in the Treatment Control Panel 
when a qualified operator is not physically present. 

 

The fault conditions where the emergency system will be triggered by the system itself are shown 

in the Message window. If there is a message, the instructions for further actions to be taken are 

displayed. 

 

2.10.3 Emergency Container 
The Emergency Container can be used for temporarily keeping the source in the well in case of 

an emergency. 

 
Figure 20: Emergency Container 

The emergency container cannot be considered as a storage container. When a radioactive 

source is in the container, the source shielding is insufficient for storage in a treatment room with 

restricted access. 

 
Warning: Place the Emergency Container in the treatment room close to the Treatment 

Delivery Unit to be able to respond adequately and keep the excess dose in case 
of an emergency as low as reasonably achievable. 

 



 Safety Instructions 
 
 

 
 
Page 26 of 96  777.00103 MAN – 00B 

2.10.4 Emergency Procedure 
The Emergency procedure shall be used / followed if the source fails to return to the safe. The 

procedure is provided as a sealed Card to be placed in the vicinity of the Treatment 

Communication Console. 

 
Note: If the sealed Card with the emergency procedure is missing, please contact 

Nucletron to obtain a new Card. 
 
Warning: Familiarize yourself with the instructions on the provided Card to ensure that all 

controls can be found easily. In an emergency situation, while following the 
steps, the absorbed dose must be as low as reasonably achievable. 

 
Note: To ensure fast and adequate response in case of an emergency, the Emergency 

procedure should be practiced on a regular basis.
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Appendix E:  Emergency Procedure 
 

















1

Martha Pavon

From: Tammy Tomczak
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 1:06 PM
To: Martha Pavon
Cc: Sandy Pavon
Subject: FW: Please open action
Attachments: Ascension request 10.10.23. remove AU and Emer.spot procs.pdf

Good aŌernoon, Martha  সহ঺঻ 
 
Can you please add the aƩached to ADAMS? 
 
Thank you!! 
Tammy 
 

From: Bryan Parker <Bryan.Parker@nrc.gov>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 1:02 PM 
To: Tammy Tomczak <Tammy.Tomczak@nrc.gov> 
Cc: Laura Cender <Laura.Cender@nrc.gov> 
Subject: Please open action 
 
Hey Tammy, 
 
Please open an acƟon with the aƩached from Ascension St. Vincent – L/n 13-00133-02; D/n 030-01579 
 
Please assign the acƟon to me & I will expedite to address some QA/QC issues idenƟfied by Laura. 
 
Thanks. 

Bryan 
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