
Mr. Scott Morris 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
NAVAL NUCLEAR PROPULSION PROGRAM 
NAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND (SEA 08) 

1333 ISSAC HULL AVENUE SE 
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 20376-8010 

Regional Administrator, Region IV 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
1600 E. Lamar Blvd. 
Arlington, TX 76011-4511 

Dear Mr. Morris: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
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SUBJECT: NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE DISPOSAL OF DECOMMISSIONED, 
DEFUELED EX-ENTERPRISE (CVN 65) AND ITS ASSOCIATED NA VAL 
REACTOR PLANTS FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ 
OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

The Department of the Navy (Navy), with U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) as a 
cooperating agency, has prepared a Final Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OBIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts 
associated with alternatives for the disposal of the decommissioned, defueled ex-Enterprise 
(CVN 65) aircraft carrier, including its naval reactor plants. The completion of the Final 
EIS/OBIS follows years of research, analysis, and public involvement. 

USS Enterprise was commissioned in 1961 as the nation's first nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier. After more than 50 years of service and one million miles safely steamed on nuclear 
power, the ship was decommissioned in 2017. USS Enterprise was constructed with eight naval 
reactor plants housed in rugged compartments inside the ship. As part of the decommissioning 
process, the nuclear fuel has been removed from the ship's eight reactor plants. Ex-Enterprise is 
currently being stored pier-side at Newport News Shipbuilding in Newport News, Virginia. 

The Proposed Action is to dispose of ex-Enterprise, including its defueled reactor plants. 
The Proposed Action would entail dismantling and recycling the non-radioactive remnant hull 
sections of ex-Enterprise at a government or authorized commercial facility in accordance with 
applicable federal, state, and local laws, and removing and packaging of ex-Enterprise reactor 
plant components for transportation and disposal as low-level radioactive waste to authorized 
radioactive waste disposal facilities. 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to reduce Navy inactive ship inventory, eliminate 
costs associated with maintaining the ship in a safe stowage condition, and dispose of legacy 
radiological and hazardous wastes in an environmentally responsible manner, while meeting the 
operational needs of the Navy. Dismantling is the only method approved for the disposition of 
nuclear-powered ships stricken from the Naval Vessel Register and is required to be 
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accomplished in the United States or its territories in accordance with the statutory 
responsibilities of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program. 

The Navy has identified Alternative 3 (Commercial Dismantlement) as its Preferred 
Alternative because it would keep the specially qualified and trained Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility (PSNS & IMF) workforce focused on 
high-priority fleet maintenance work and the submarine inactivation and reactor compartment 
package work that are already part of the PSNS & IMF workload, would provide cost benefits to 
the U.S. taxpayer, and would not result in significant environmental impacts. The Preferred 
Alternative would not result in any decrease in workforce at PSNS & IMF. 

The Navy evaluated the potential impacts on environmental resources resulting from 
activities included in three action alternatives and a No Action Alternative. Direct, indirect, and 
cumulative impacts were analyzed. The Navy does not anticipate significant environmental 
impacts resulting from the preferred alternative with the implementation of protective standard 
operating procedures, best management practices, and mitigation measures. 

The Navy held four public scoping meetings in 2019 and, based on public comments 
received, opened an additional scoping period in 2020 to include Mobile, Alabama in the Study 
Area as another location for consideration. Following the release of the Draft EIS/OEIS in 2022, 
the Navy held two virtual public meetings to provide information and answer questions from the 
public about the draft environmental impact analysis. The Final EIS/OEIS includes Navy 
responses to public comments received during the Draft EIS/OEIS public review and comment 
period, which occurred August 19, 2022, to October 3, 2022. Changes made in the Final 
EIS/OEIS reflect the Navy's consideration of all substantive comments received; information 
provided during consultation processes; and updated information since the release of the Draft 
EIS/OEIS. 

In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations, the Navy 
will wait a minimum of 30 days after publication of the Final EIS/OEIS before making a 
decision on the action. 

A CD-ROM of the Final EIS/OEIS is included in this mailing (Enclosure 1). The Final 
EIS/OEIS is also available on the Navy's project website www.carrierdisposaleis.com, as well 
as the DOE NEPA website at www.energy.gov/NEPA. Additional supporting NEPA 
documents are also available on the Navy website. A printed copy of the Final EIS/OEIS is 
available at these public libraries: 

Kitsap Regional Library 
Downtown Bremerton Branch 
612 Fifth St. 
Bremerton, WA 98337 
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Richland Public Library 
955 Northgate Dr. 
Richland, WA 99352 

Hampton Public Library 
4207 Victoria Blvd. 
Hampton, VA 23669 



Brownsville Public Library 
Main Branch 
2600 Central Blvd. 
Brownsville, TX 78520 
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Brownsville Public Library 
Southmost Branch 
4320 Southmost Blvd. 
Brownsville, TX 78521 

Ben May Main Library 
701 Government St. 
Mobile, AL 36602 

Please contact Ms. Anna Taylor, Public Affairs Officer, Office of Congressional and 
Public Affairs, PSNS & IMF, at 360-476-7111 or at the address below with any questions. 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 
Attn Ex-Enterprise CVN 65 EIS/OEIS 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility 
1400 Farragut Ave., Stop 2072 
Bremerton, WA 98314-2072 

I look forward to continuing our direct relationship with you on this topic. 

Sincerely, 

B. W. CALLENDER 
Director, Regulatory, Infrastructure, and Security 
Division 
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program/ 
Na val Reactors 

Enclosure 1: Disposal of Decommissioned, Defueled Ex-Enterprise (CVN 65) and its 
Associated Naval Reactor Plants Final EIS/OEIS (CD-ROM) 

3 


