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Dear Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

On behalf of the patient advocacy organization Patients for Safer Nuclear Medicine, | am writing to address the ongoing
rulemaking proposal (Docket ID NRC-2022—-0218), which asks patients to detect and monitor their own radiation injury
from extravasation of a radiopharmaceutical.

The NRC has a mandate to ensure the safe administration of radioactive materials to patients. The NRC is now
considering a rule that effectively transfers the responsibility of monitoring safety concerns to the patients - the very
individuals it has been mandated to protect from harm.

To ask for medically complex patients to self-educate and self-monitor potential radiation injuries is already significant
enough. However when added to the time and financial burden of follow-up medical appointments, this demand
becomes unmanageable for both the patients and their families. Most patients are not clinicians nor radiation safety
experts. Patients typically do not have the knowledge or the tools to accurately detect and assess potential harm from
extravasation.

The National Transportation Safety Board has defined procedures and accountability tactics in place that took years and
many iterations to evolve to its current state today. If there is a plane crash, no matter how big or small, it makes global
news headlines for days. If someone dies in the hospital from a medical error, it is almost never in the headlines unless
the adverse event is brought into the limelight because settlement could not be reached.

Conversely, the hospital system currently operates on the theory that the responsibility relies on the patient to report
the adverse event. This would be equivalent to a dead passenger or severely injured passenger in an airplane crash to
report the flight malfunction. This is simply not possible. For this and the other reasons detailed above, the NRC must re-
evaluate the severity of this issue and act to implement measures to protect the patients.

We, at Patients for Safer Nuclear Medicine, urge the NRC to reconsider this proposed rule. Our hope is that the NRC
would reinforce the principles of accountability within the organizations it oversees, rather than divesting these
responsibilities onto patients.

Thank you for the consideration,

Christine Hayden, RN, BSN
Representative, Patients for Safer Nuclear Medicine
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