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To whom it may concern at the NRC:

My name is Phil Belt, and I am writing to ask that the NRC reconsider the issue of inadvertent extravasations that
can and do occur during some nuclear medicine procedures such as PET scans.

Your own organization estimates that 28,000 patients are extravasated with large doses of radiation every year.
Rather than having providers report when they mishandle medical isotopes, NRC’s proposed rulemaking puts the
burden on patients. This approach is not right. The burden should be on trained clinicians to identify and measure
extravasations when they happen so harm can be mitigated immediately, and the extent of the extravasation
understood. Patients cannot be expected to understand or even be aware of such occurrences, and even if they are, it
may be a very long time (months? years?) before the true implications of an extravasation reveal themselves - to the
patients or clinicians.

It is disturbing that on this topic the NRC seems to have put the interests of those they regulate above the radiation
protection of patients - which seems counterintuitive to the very reason that patient advocacy and regulatory
organizations such as the NRC exist. As a result, the NRC should not propose new patient-based reporting
requirements. Rather, the NRC should require that providers treat an extravasation like any other medical event.
Doing so will drive the providers to improve training of their employees, reduce extravasations, and increase
radiation protection. That is the purpose of regulation, and in this case it seems an obvious and necessary step in
improving patient safety.

And yes - I was asked to submit this letter, but I do so based upon the fact that under-reporting of human errors in
the field of medicine is nonsensical to me - and especially so in the case of nuclear medicine. This issue is
important to me, as I will also communicate to my elected representatives in the U.S. Congress.

Thank you for your consideration of this message, and for a reconsideration of how best the NRC can protect
patients in situations of extravasation.

Philip C. Belt
317 431 6506
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