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On July 10, 2023, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a public meeting 
with representatives of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss a proposed license amendment request (LAR) for Watts Bar Nuclear Plant (Watts 
Bar), Units 1 and 2. The meeting notice and agenda, dated June 30, 2023, are available at 
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession 
No. ML23181A024. TVA’s slides for the meeting are available in ADAMS (ML23044A518). A list 
of participants is provided as an enclosure to this summary. No regulatory decisions were made 
at this meeting. 
 
TVA stated its intent to submit a license amendment request to permanently revise footnotes (b) 
and (c) of Technical Specification Table 1.1-1, “MODES,” to allow continued operation of the 
units with at least 53 of 54 reactor pressure vessel head closure bolts fully tensioned. The 
proposed request is supported by the technical evaluation in WCAP-18774-P, Revision 3, 
“Addendum to the Rotterdam Dockyard Company Final Stress Report for 173” P.W.R. Vessels 
TVA III & IV (Report No. 30749-B-030, Rev. 3) - Evaluation of One Closure Stud Out of Service 
for 40 Years for Watts Bar Units 1 and 2,” which was recently submitted to the NRC.  
 
TVA referred to its recent one-time emergency amendment that revised TS Table 1.1-1, 
footnotes (b) and (c), to allow completion of the Watts Bar, Unit 1, Cycle 18 refueling outage and 
transition to Cycle 19 operation and the subsequent Unit 1 Cycle 19 refueling outage. The Unit 1 
TS was revised to specify that the required number of head closure bolts is at least 53 of 
54 bolts and that Unit 1 stud 34 has been removed from service. In the proposed LAR, footnote 
(b) for Watts Bar, Units 1 and 2, would be revised to state, “(b) All required reactor vessel head 
closure bolts fully tensioned. The required number of head closure bolts is at least 53 and 
54 bolts,” and footnote (c) would be revised to state, “One or more required reactor vessel head 
closure bolts less than fully tensioned.” The NRC staff questioned if TVA planned to put stud 34 
back in service. TVA stated that it will continue to try to repair stud 34 and could not commit to 
putting the stud back in service. The NRC staff questioned what is meant by the term “required” 
in footnote (c). TVA clarified that footnote (c) only applies to refueling, which is when one or 
more of the “required” number of bolts is less than fully tensioned. The NRC staff also asked 
why an amendment would be requested for Unit 2 when, currently, there are no issues with any 
of the reactor pressure vessel head closure bolts. TVA replied that this will prevent it from 
having to request an emergency amendment should it not be able to reinstall a bolt during a 
refueling outage. 
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The NRC staff asked further questions regarding stud 34 and what TVA would do if there was 
another issue with a stud at Watts Bar, Unit 1—whether the unit could proceed to the next 
operating mode and if TVA would reanalyze its technical evaluation. TVA confirmed that if more 
than one stud could not be fully tensioned, then it could not proceed to the next operating mode. 
With regard to any reanalysis, TVA would not speculate. The NRC staff also asked if TVA 
planned to put anything in place to prevent leaving studs out of service for any reason other 
than physical or functional. TVA stated that it would have to have a reason (e.g., physical) to not 
install a stud and that its current maintenance procedure requires TVA to install all studs. 
 
TVA noted the two previous amendments the NRC issued to Braidwood and Byron Stations, 
and to Callaway, which are similar to the LAR that TVA plans to submit.  
 
TVA plans to submit the LAR in August 2023 and will request approval within one year. 
 
No comments or public meeting feedback were received. 
 
Please direct any inquiries to me at 301-415-1627, or Kimberly.Green@nrc.gov. 

 
 
/RA/ 
 
Kimberly J. Green, Senior Project Manager 
Plant Licensing Branch II-2 
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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