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Nuclear Regulatory Commissioners,

I am writing to you to tell you I fully support the patient advocacy organizations and
urge the NRC to reconsider extravasation rulemaking. The fact that extravasations are
not being reported is absolutely wrong and harmful to patients. An estimated 28,000
patients are extravasated with large doses of radiation every year. Rather than having
providers report when they mishandle medical isotopes, NRC’s proposed rulemaking
puts the onus on patients, which is outrageous. The burden should be on trained
clinicians to identify and measure extravasations when they happen so harm can be
mitigated immediately, and the extent of the extravasation understood. Not only
would this prevent pain the patients endure when extravasations occur, it would
assure patients diagnoses are accurate! Catching an extravasation could be the
difference between catching cancer and not catching cancer. Medical care in the
United States is among the most modern and cutting edge in the world. How can it
possibly be that we are not monitoring extravasations? I am led to believe that the
NRC is putting the interests of those they regulate above the radiation protection of
patients.

The NRC should not propose new patient-based reporting requirements. Rather, the
NRC should require that providers treat an extravasation like any other medical
event. Doing so will drive the providers to improve training of their employees,
significantly reduce extravasations, and increase radiation protection. That is the
purpose of regulation, and illustrates the Commision is doing the right thing -
protecting patients safety and assuring accurate diagnoses.

Aimee Montgomery.
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