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APP-2023-000006 
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Appealing: FOIA-2023-000050 

FOIA-2023-000047 
 
 

Julian Tarver 
P.O. Box 88600 
Steilacoom, WA 
98388 

 
Dear Julian Tarver: 

 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
letter dated March 22, 2023 (received by the NRC on April 21, 2023), to the Freedom of 
Information Act Officer, in which you appealed the agency's decisions related to your 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, FOIA-2023-000047 and FOIA-2023-000050. 
Your requests sought the documentation generated during the NRC’s processing of your 
requests, FOIA 2023-000002 and FOIA-2023-000024, respectively. You disagreed with 
the withholding in full of certain pages and the large number of redactions made in the 
partially released records. 

 
Acting on your appeal, I have reviewed the records in both requests and have determined that the 
previously withheld information should be withheld. Therefore, I have denied your appeal. 

 
In both requests, most of the redactions, as well as the pages withheld in full, were based on FOIA 
exemption 5 and the deliberative process privilege. Specifically, the NRC determined the withholding of 
this information is necessary to protect the integrity of our internal deliberations during the processing of 
the agency’s responses to your FOIA requests. In addition, the advice provided by attorneys in the Office 
of General Counsel as they reviewed the agency’s proposed responses to your requests was properly 
redacted under FOIA exemption 5 and the attorney-client privilege. 

 
Moreover, the identities of Office of Inspector General and Office of Investigation agents, along with their 
cell phone numbers and email addresses, as well as the cell phone numbers and personal leave details of 
other NRC staff were properly redacted under FOIA exemptions 6 and 7C in the agency’s response to 
FOIA-2023-000050. Finally, because disclosure of the internal pathways to NRC internal webpages and 
shared drives, which were included in the body of certain emails, could provide bad actors with targets of 
opportunity to infiltrate the NRC’s network, such information was properly redacted under FOIA exemption 
7F in the agency’s response to FOIA-2023-000050. 

 
This is NRC’s final decision. As set forth in the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4)(B)), judicial review of 
this decision is available in a district court of the United States in the district in which you reside 
or have your principal place of business. Judicial review can also be had in the district in which 
the agency’s records are situated or in the District of Columbia. 
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The 2007 FOIA amendments created the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) to 
offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as 
a nonexclusive alternative to litigation. Using OGIS services does not affect your right to pursue 
litigation. You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: 

 
Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740 
Email: ogis@nara.gov 
Telephone: 202-741-5770 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 
Fax: 202-741-5769 

 

Sincerely,   
Digitally signed by David J. 
Nelson 
Date: 2023.05.30 12:36:52 
-04'00' 

David J. Nelson 
Chief Information Officer 
Office of the Chief Information Officer 
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