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Proposed Fee Rule.
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s to calculate the Part 170 hourly

merator.

lhe denominator, we have the product

uUltiplied by the annual productive

nents have an inverse relationship

NEAL R. GROSS

i

Ccou

RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1716 14th STREET, N.W., SUITE 200

(202) 234-4433

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com



on the hourly rat
Next
Fee Class budget
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Justification bu
allocation by fee
The
budgetary busines
fee and non-fee r
As di
the NRC, through
annual budget of
excluded activiti
This
budget of the $79
Recon
business lines to
available in the
proposed fee rule
Next
be reviewing the
Illus
operating power

four years along

fee.

21

¢ computation.

11

lide. Business Lines budgets versus

, the percentages of appropriated

between the Congressional Budget
siness lines and the fee rule
classes.

mportant distinction is that the

N

D

lines within the CBJ incorporate

gsources.

scussed previously, NEIMA requires

he fee rule process, to recover the

that $927.2 minus those certain

s of $137 million.

results in the total fee <class

.2 million.
riliation of this vyear's budgeted
the proposed fee class budgets are

accompanied work papers to the 23

located on NRC's public website.

$1ide. In the next few slides, I'll
annual fee calculations.
trated in this table are the

Heactor annual fees over the last

with this year's proposed annual
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resources of $566]

reactors fee clas

percent higher th
The ¢
resources 1s the
agency. However,
development of g
infrastructure £fd
special projects j
in FTEs
benefit costs.
The
estimated billing
total $160.2 mill
million or 3.4 pe
The
workload decline
expected design
white papers and
The P
by $4.4 million ¢
last year's cred
annual

proposed

million, an incre

offsetti

22

first component, the Dbudgetary

.3 million allocated to the power

s increased by $19.9 million or 3

an last year.

ontributing factor to the rise in

talaries and benefits costs for the

]

the closure of Palisades and the

perating reactor licensing action

r process improvements along with

ere some activities which decreased

ng the increase 1in salaries and

second component, the Part 170

s for operating and new reactors

J

ilon this year which declined by $5.6

rcent from 2022.

Jecrease is primarily due to the

for Palisades and the delay of

I

nd license applications including

topical reports.

IJ

rt 171 billing adjustment increased

rimarily due to the elimination of

it of $3.4 million. The remaining

fee recovery amount of $510.2

ase of $29.9 million or 6.2 percent
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from last year.

The 1
operating reactorn
Palisades and theg
3 in the operatir
reactor of $5.486

Next
of annual fees, t

production or uti

171 over a five-y

Propo
budgetary resour
resulting 1in a

resources 1in 2022

The d
operating license
this is offset, a
the agency.

The
FY 2023 declined

As t}
restart of NIST

workload for th

medical isotope pr

With SHINE constr

23
recovery amount divided by the 93
which incorporates the closure of
proposed inclusion of Vogtle Unit
g reactor fleet, an annual fee per
million.

s1lide.

]

Continuing with the overview
his slide illustrates the non-power
lization facilities fee class Part

kar period.

sed for the FY 2023 fee rule, the
les are approximately $6 million
reduction of $73,000 from the

lecrease is due to SHINE Medical's

application nearing completion. And

Jain, by the rise in the S&Bs across

Part 170 estimated billings in

by $53,000 compared to last year.

e activities associated with the
neactor have reduced, however, the
n  advanced test reactor and the

oduction facilities remains steady.

iction inspection along with Kairos
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Power Hermes cons
The 1
fee increase of
billing adjustmen
year to a surchar
Next
facilities fee c
FY 2023 budgetary
facilities fee cl
higher than in fi
Facto
include licensing
manufacturing of
fuel, advanced rq
fuel, and also rsg
mass facility 11

application.

In

fa¥t

NSITRIS restart 4
rulemaking.

Next,
total $9 million
year by $1 millio

The

consists of Westi

24

truction application.

pin driver for this year's annual

527,000 1is the result of the 171

T transitioning from a credit last

ge this year.

slide. In this slide, the fuel

lass annual fee is displayed. The

1 resources allocated to the fuel

q

1ss is $4.2 million or 18.9 percent

scal year 2022.

]

rs contributing to the increase

actions related to enrichment and

high-assay low-enriched wuranium

actor fuel, and accident tolerant

views of the greater than critical

N

ense renewals, and a new facility

iwddition, support for Honeywell

ctivities as well as resources for

the Part 170 estimated Dbillings

This is a rise from the previous

=4
.

increase in Part 170 workload

mghouse completion of their license
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requiring additio
Services transiti
from the Departme

The {
$300, 000, mainl
transportation r{
benefits.

The r
million is a 21
rise from the pri

The ¢
and safeguards rs
except for the
category 2.A. (1),
the licensee plan
as well as the sa
the limited oper
downgrade operati
of 2022.

Next

today is the Matq

the budgetary res

percent from the

The

<Y
N
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Fuel Services U-Metal amendment

nal staff time, and Louisiana Energy

bning of the authority to operate

1t of Energy to the NRC.

hird component adjustments rose by
N resulting from the generic
dsource increase for salaries and

emaining annual fee amount of $19.9

percent increase, or $3.5 million

r year.
ffort factors for both the safety
mains unchanged for most licensees

afety effort factors for the fee

which is the UF6 conversion since

to resume full operations in 2023

]

feguard effort factors declined for

jtions fee category 1.A.(2) (a) for

ns which started this past December

s1lide. The last fee class to cover

Hrial Users Fee Class.

This year,
ources rose by $4.6 million or 13

previous year.

hain factor of the
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increase is to s
rulemaking activ
salaries and bene

The e

slightly by $300,

in the Part 171 Db

The 4
proposed fee rul
fairly and equi

licensees within

As th
Users Fee Class h
qualify as small
fee.

Detai
formulating the M
fees are located
currently on the

This
on the FY 2023 pr

I'd n
Smith.

MR. S

be providing an o

Nuclear Reactor S

26

pport for the new estimation tool

ities and the agency's rise in

rits.

q
]

stimate Part 170 workload increased

N
4

00 which was offset with the change

111ing adjustment of $200,000.

nnual fee recovery for this year's

e totals $39.6 million which 1is

tably distributed to over 2,400

b0 diverse fee categories.

=Y

beginning of 2023, the Material

ad over 30 percent of its licensees

q

entities with the reduced annual

1ls of the inputs and calculations

laterial Users 2023 proposed annual

within the fee rule work papers

NRC public website.

concludes the overview presentation

oposed fee rule.

bw like to turn you over the Brian

MITH: Good morning, everyone. I'll

verview of the budget for the NRC's

Hfety Program, which is comprised of
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both the Operatij
Lines.

The

oversight of civi

as non—-power prodg

resource intense
The g
those activities

protects public Hh
reasonable assurg
and the protectio
Now,
reactors business
direct, mission i
Missi
about 75 percent
in fiscal year 20
Missi
approximately 21
supports supervi
program analysts,
Exclu
through fees and
Homeland Securit

programs, ad

27

g Reactors, New Reactors Business

rogram encompasses licensing and

lian nuclear power reactors as well

ljuction and utilization facilities,

reactors, for example.

al of the program is to ensure that

are completed in a manner that

ralth and safety. It also provides

nce of the security of facilities

m against radiological sabotage.

the operating reactors and new

lines can be split between mission

mdirect, and excluded resources.

dn direct resources account for
bf the enacted budget of 1,753 FTE
23.

on 1indirect resources account for
percent of the enacted budget and

sors, administrative assistants,

and travel needs.

ded activities are not recovered

represent workloads like Generic

research

, university and grant

Y

ranced reactor
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infrastructure, a
the regulatory su
isotope productio
for nonprofit edu

Next
oversight are th
product lines. E
that's performed |
on this slide.

The N
of operating powe
or utilization
regulatory framew

We 11
ensure that the n¢
regulatory requir

We 4
operation of tho
program.

In th
we continue to se
increased operati

Reque

which represent a

80 years account

28

| |

d any fee-relief activities such as

port for agreement states, medical

K

m infrastructure, and fee exemption

rational institutions.

slide, please. Licensing and

€ most significant mission direct

Hamples of some of the activities

ithin those product lines are shown

RC ensures the safety and security

r reactors and non-power production

acilities within our established

rk.

cense reactors to operate, and we

w and existing reactor designs meet

ements.

Llso oversee the continued safe

B

e reactors through our inspection

¢ Operating Reactors Business Line,

€ interest in programs that provide

onal flexibility.

sts for subsequent license renewal

]

m extension to a license from 60 to

for a significant workload in the
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invested signific
can be done safel

There
licensing new ng
facilities such a
facilities.

Overs
portion of the
onsite resident i
well as the safety
out of our four r

In th
completed efforts
NuScale's small n
completed the accs
design approval a

The N
and oversight of
3 and 4. Constru
and 4 is led by (¢
small team of 1
experts at headqu

make the findings

to operations.

29

s Business Line. And the NRC has

q

int resources in ensuring that that

IOz
<
.

is also increased activities and

n-power production or wutilization

]

test reactors and medical isotope

1ght activities are the largest core

business line. That includes the

mspectors at each power reactor, as

v/ and security inspections conducted

kkgional offices.

-y

New Reactors Business Line, NRC

to issue the final rule certifying

wodular reactor design and recently

ptance review of NuScale's standard

pplication.

IRC continues to provide licensing

onstruction efforts at Vogtle Units

tion inspection of Vogtle Units 3

ur Region II office, and NRR has a

icensing, ITAAC, and construction

q

irters to ensure the NRC is able to

necessary to support the transition
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We

meetings with mulft

reactors, and 71

developers, and 1
papers supportin
future design app
We al
53 rulemaking pa
consideration.
Next
budgets for the (
Business Lines,
environment and p
As pa
drivers that can
includes technigdg
tha

developments

generate addition

That
guidance change
submittals from

that will reduce
We th
trends to measure

lines up with the

30

Are conducting pre-application

iple light-water SMR, small modular

ion-light water advanced reactor
ceviewing topical reports and white
g the technical merits of these
lications.

]

50 recently provided the draft Part

.

kage to the Commission for their

slide, ©please. To develop the

perating Reactors and New Reactors

we first review the current

erform workload forecasting.

rt of that, we look for significant
impact our future workload. This
al, regulatory, and legislative
t have the potential to either
@l work or reduce work.
could include a rulemaking or
that we expect to drive new

licensees or known plant closures

the overall size of our program.
én look at the historical data and

how our execution in previous years

budget assumptions at the time.
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We uq
budget and ident]
used previously a
work we anticipat

Histo
some trending for
year can be highl
complexity or wheg
gained based on p

We al
with our stakehol
plan submittals.
regulatory engage
applicants to thd

our project manag

periodic regulato

In o7
projects, we try
needs against 1

application will 1
the year the appl]
the beginning or
We rg
the

industry ar

influenced by man

31

-
=

that data to inform the future

fy areas where the assumptions we

re still applicable with the future

1%

Fan
t

rical data also allows us to employ

areas where the workload in a given

7 variable in terms of quantity and

| 4

re we can incorporate efficiencies

revious data.

so rely heavily on communication

ders to identify accurate dates for

We consider letters of intent and

ment plans provided by licensees and

NRC. We collect information from

rs and we consider responses to our

ry issue summaries on that topic.
der to budget for large licensing

to balance the appropriate resource

he

relative certainty that an

e submitted on schedule and when in

lcation is expected, for example, at

end of the fiscal year.

cognize that business plans within

subject to change and may be

y factors.
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and the informati

32

his is an area of better certainty

n we receive leads to more accurate

budgeting for the||NRC.
Once we've identified the workload
drivers, we detenmine the level of effort needed in

each of our areasgd

assign resources
those resources a
the type of work
Next
to make clear 1is

Part 170 fee esti

The (

budgets, Jjust 1ik
are prepared two

This
recovered to thsg
addition to the
direct and missio

The Y
in the Part 170 wo

of power plants o

Unlik

estimates are pre

fiscal year. Fact

cou
1
(202) 234-4433

of responsibility. We develop and

flor major projects and then allocate

rross the NRC offices to align with

being performed.

s1ide, please. The one point I want

]

Tthat we develop our budget, and the

mates on different timelines.

pPerating Reactors and New Reactors

=)

our other business line budgets,

VYears in advance.

budget includes resources to Dbe

assessment of Part 170 fees 1in

resources for all other mission

m indirect programs.
idget reflects anticipated changes
rkload such as the permanent closure

r new licensing applications.

1%

€ the budget, the Part 170 fee

h

pared at the beginning of a given

of life changes and the intervening
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time will drive f{

higher than what

Chang
application that
application for

reactor closure,
combined operatin
fee estimates and
fees.

Next
operating reactor
closure of Pali
licensing action

There
licensing the Kaij
permit applicatio

In ad
budget, the fiscg
were reduced to ¢
operating reactor

Next
fiscal year
construction Pre
g

certifications.

NuScale standard

202

33

he Part 170 fee estimates lower or

Wwas anticipated in the budget.

€S such as a license renewal
was submitted early, a delayed
design certification, an early

or a cancelled application for a
y license will impact the Part 170

in turn, impact the Part 171 annual

s1ide, please. The fiscal year 2023

]

budget include a reduction for the

sades and reduced resources for
infrastructure development.
were also 1increases to support

o

os Hermes test reactor construction

=4
.

lition to changes anticipated in the

Il year 2023 Part 170 fee estimates

ontinued impacts of COVID-19 on our

g
]

oversight programs.

4lide, please. For new reactors, the
budget included increases for
rmit applications and design

ne application under review now is

design approval application.
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Licen
activities at the
reduced based on
operations would

In ad
the budget, the 2
due to delays in
applications.

This
increase in the P
inspection, and 1
transition to ope

Now,
Safford, Deputy
Management in NMS

MS. S

again. Thanks, Br
Good
and I'm the Deput
Management in thd
and Safeqguards.
morning of the bu
Business Line.

The

encompasses licen

34

sing and construction inspection

]

new Vogtle units were significantly
the assumption that transition to

lbe completed for the site.

lition to the changes anticipated in

23 Part 170 fee estimates declined

the submittal of several licensing

reduction was partially offset by an

irt 170 fee estimates, construction

icensing at Vogtle that caused the
rations was delayed.
M'1ll turn the meeting over to Carrie

Director for the Division of Fuel

o

AFFORD: Sorry about that, I'll try
lan.
morning, my name is Carrie Safford

y Director of the Division of Fuel

Office of Nuclear Material Safety

II'll be providing an overview this

idget for the NRC's Fuel Facilities

Fuel Facilities Business Line

5ing and oversight of a variety of
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fuel cycle facili
to ensure that t
manner that prote

It al
the security of f

Next
oversight are the
do in the Fuel F4
would be remiss
well.

Examp
performed within
this slide. To ruj
got the developmg
program. We have
plans, emergency
and environmental

We hg
in addition, W6
activities and as

The N
of operating fuel
regulatory framew

We

operate, and we e

35

Hies. And the goal of the program is

lose activities are completed in a

tts public health and safety.

$0 provides reasonable assurance of
acilities.
slide, please. Licensing and

most significant activities that we

yicilities Business Line, although I

1f I didn't mention rulemaking as

es of some of the activities

those product lines are shown on

N through a few, in licensing, we've

nt and maintenance of the overall

amendments, decommissioning funding

plans, security, license renewals,

reviews.

<

ye a robust oversight program and,

N

have a number of rulemaking

q
]

sociated guidance development.

RC ensures the safety and security

facilities within our established
rk.

icense the fuel facilities to

msure that any new applications for
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requirements.

Other
include certain mg
and university p1
mass quantities o

We 4
operation of thes
program based in

Next
Operating Reactor

budget for fuel

current environme

We al
that impact our
activities for

amendments and 1i
Estim
practicable. Hist
indication in thd
lined up with b
informs our futur
the assumption
applicable with t

We i

7/‘
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licenses meet the regulatory

M

Part 70 applicants and licensees

D

dical isotope production facilities
bgrams using greater than critical

f special nuclear material.

lso oversee the continued safe

h

¢ facilities through our inspection

dur Region II offices.

slide, please. Much 1like the

-

5 Business Line, in developing the

facilities, we take a look at the

mt and forecast future workload.

$0 look for the significant drivers
workload such as pre-application
new facilities, potential major

rense determinations.

q

ites are data-driven to the extent
brical data and trends give us an
power execution in previous years

ldget assumptions. That data then

€ budget and identifies areas where

we used previously are still

he future work that we anticipate.

dentify trends in and
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complexity or wheg
gained and lesso
apply that inform

We a
with our stakehol
planned submittal

We co

licensees and apfg

information from

In on
projects, we try
needs against 1

application will 1

the year the appl

the middle, or th
We r4g
the industry ar

influenced by man
better certainty
to more accurate
Next
resources allocat
is $4.2 million K
percent higher th

Facto

37
re we can incorporate efficiencies

ns learned from previous data and

ation appropriately.
so rely heavily on communication

ders to identify accurate dates for

&

A

sider letters of intent provided by
licants to the NRC and we collect

dur project managers.

der to budget for large licensing

to balance the appropriate resource

he relative —certainty that an

e submitted on schedule and when in

ication is expected, the beginning,

¢ end of the year.

cognize the business plans within

subject to change and may be

factors. But this is an area where

I

1n the information we receive leads

budgeting.

slide, please. The 2023 budgetary

ed for fuel facilities fee classes

iigher, which is approximately 18.8
an in 2022.
rs contributing to the increase
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include licensing
manufacturing of
and accident tols
critical mass fac
facility applicat
have been used to
Next,
total $9 million,
previous year.
The
consisted of the
renewal and the
additional staff
Louis
of the authority
upgrades to NIST-
In t
collections, we h
of licensing acti
For
application for
under review. Ang
completed in fisc
An ar

Business Line
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actions related to enrichment and

HALEU fuel, advanced reactor fuel,

rant fuel, reviews of greater than

ijllities, license renewals, and a new

ions. Additionally, more resources

support restart activities.
the Part 170

estimated billings

which rose by $1 million from the

increase in Part 170 workload

completion of Westinghouse license
NFS U-Metal amendment requiring
ime.

iana Energy Services transitioning
Lo operate from DOE to the NRC and

800-53 Revision 5 also applied.

Hrms of our Part 170 direct fee
Hve had schedule shifts for a number
ons.

example, we received a new

the TRISO-X fuel facility that is

a majority of that review will be

@l year 2024.
ta of growth in the Fuel Facilities

the
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information secu

additional workl
respective licens

I wou

Facilities Busine

each year that of

other topics of m

One Jr
early and freq
submission of 14

engagement plans.
The 1
this topic is dy
which will be hel
The
through our usual
monitor the webs]
and timing when i
Thank
presentation over
MS.
Thanks, Carrie. S
I'm the Deputy Di
Safety,

Security

Office of Nuclear

39

Hity at some of our sites. This

pad 1s directly billed to the

N

e.

1ld like to highlight that the Fuel

L

s Line has two stakeholder meetings

ten include discussion of fees and

wtual interest.

F these areas is the importance of
yent engagement with the NRC,
Htters of intent, and regulatory

iext opportunity for engagement on

ring the next stakeholder meeting

@ in early May.

public meeting will Dbe noticed

]

system so interested parties can

te for more information on topics

becomes available.

you. And I'1l1 now turn my
to Theresa Clark.

CLARK: Good morning, everyone.

®, again, my name is Theresa Clark.

rector of the Division of Material
State and Tribal Programs in the

Materials,
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Next
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39 agreement stat
W

So,

supports regulati

that are used
well as our dired

licensees in the

And t
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manufacturer of

detectors to an

sterilizes medic
scope medical f
treatment, and

radiography licel

construction proj

of activities.
And s

we have 60 fee cld
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'm going to talk to you about the
Users Business Line as well as the

s in the materials fee category.

slide, please. So, the Nuclear

Business Line 1is one that's very

decause this is a nationwide program

18,000 licensees across the NRC and

1%

S.

hen we put our budget together, it
bn and guidance development across
across all those jurisdictions as
£t activities of the over 2,400 NRC

materials program.

his is a very broad and diverse set
hich can be anything from a
an exempt product like smoke

ndustrial irradiator facility that

1 for broad

\IJ

equipment, example,

rcilities that might do cancer

small businesses, for example,

Nsees who inspect pipe welds and

ects. So, a lot of different types

q when we talk about the fact that

14

isses, that's why you're seeing some
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year 2023 or for
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licensing oversiglf

work related to
program that I
Program. And that

relief and exclud
support to agreer
we're

when helj

»

supporting their |t

So, di

where, you know,
we support the rg
to those license
are supported undg

We al

I've

=1

programs.
couple of times, [
Tribal Policy Staf
Materials Users H
my division tha

recognized Native
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of work.
nen we build our budget for fiscal

every year, we split our work out

categories.

hst like others, we have a lot of

't work, but we also have a lot of

the execution of that national

nentioned, the National Materials

's where we see some of our fee-
ed activities come in because our
ent states is an excluded activity

ing them develop guidance and

rraining of staff.

n this slide, you'll see licensing

just like in other business lines,

view of new applications, renewals

applications and amendments, which

rr the annual fee.

50 have state, tribal, and federal

entioned the agreement states a

ut the implementation of the NRC's
rement also falls under the Nuclear

isiness Line. So, we have staff in

support outreach to federally

American tribes.
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National Material
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q

in some cases, le
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Generic Homeland

activity. And th
Integrated Sourcsg
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source security o

So,

A

National Source
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licensing an ins(g
growing number of]

So, t
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also see an acronym here on this

hat's the Integrated Materials

tion Program where both the NRC and
states are audited every few years

they're implementing a safe and

51ide, please. Here's where you'll

as another business line. So, we

inspections conducted mostly be

Inspectors. We also develop the

m that's carried out across the

Program. And those inspections do,
nd to enforcement.
re a special set of activities under

ecurity that, again, is an excluded

at's where we put together the

Management Protocol, or the ISMP,

that's used nationwide to ensure
high-risk radiocactive sources.

hose sources are tracked in the

[racking System. And we also use

of this IT portfolio to manage
ection both at the NRC and in a
agreement states.

lese activities support our overall
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physics analysis

applications and

needed to address

future.

Next
develop the Nucls
a variety of dats
to focus on toda)
and oversight by

collections.
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J
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radiocactive source security.

Il

lide, please. On this slide, you'll

cre, I believe, Christie mentioned

fve some rulemakings included in our

I'll show that later on.

ve rulemakings related to a variety

Hding our medical and industrial

ve also provide support to the

ce development 1in a variety of

hen, in the research area, our

fice of Nuclear Regulatory Research

he technical basis that's used in

ure that we have the suite of health

codes for dose analysis and other
that we have the guidance that's

the emerging technologies of the

o]

$lide, please. So, when we look to

Ar Materials Users budget, we have

sources. But the ones that I want

are how we develop the licensing

dgets that are key to these fee

if fiscal year 2023,
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transformed how w|
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And
real-time data tH
source management
and inspection dg
system.

And W
for both the backjy
developing out bu

So, O
to forecast the w
applications we ¢
many amendments
licensing activit

And t
inspections we'll
an annual cycle,
five years.

And s
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historical looks

time, how many hd
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¢ develop those by doing estimates.

Jive major credit here to Sullivan

instrumental to developing these.

-
=

/e have a growing source of live,
At we can use from that integrated

portfolio which captures licensing

ta as well as from our timekeeping

-y

can marry those inputs together
ard and the forward look when we're
lget.

r online licensing system allows us

Nrkload in terms of how many license

xpect to have in a given year, how

we think we'll process, and other

1es.

hen, similarly, to project how many
be doing. Some inspections we do on
some every three years, some every
b, we have that data in the system
given year how much our workload
can link those forecasts up with

at how we've spent our money over

urs we spend on a given inspection

NEAL R. GROSS

cou
1
(202) 234-4433

RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
716 14th STREET, N.W., SUITE 200

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com



or a given type o

And 4
data focused met
this fiscal year

we really

appre

available to us a
Next

the fiscal year 2

our budget out se

g

3

And
the first here is
data driven resou

With
had a much better
regional offices
licensing and ins
for a given year.

And
weren't just givi
underpinning. An
certain offices
sure that they ha
out that work.

We

rulemaking.

Chris
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f licensing action.

hat has allowed us to have a real

hod of estimating our budgets for

that we're talking about here. And

riate having those data sources

t our fingertips.

slide, please. So, the changes in

23 budget we described when we put

veral of —-- a while back.

b, the primary drivers are really

what I was just talking about that

rTce estimation tool.

@1l this data at our fingertips, we

estimate of how much resources our

needed to <carry out those the

wection workload that was projected

re wanted to make sure that we

ng them resources without the data

we found that, in some cases,

rere underfunded. And so, we made

] the resources they needed to carry

1lso had increases related to

tie mentioned decommissioning and
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medical activitie
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tribal outreach,
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Next
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get put into the
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And as 1

classes. I think

And
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that are charged
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FTE, the changes
reflected across
We 14
aspects driving
number of licens
that's excluded Y
not significant d
And t
we dig

as I said,

categories that
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ce. There's others related to our

as well as guidance for release of

-

ted with radiopharmaceuticals.

hen, finally, we have increased our

Hs I mentioned a little bit earlier.

rces are applied to what we need to

outreach.

slide, please. So, all of those

and some 1increases to some extent
calculations for the fee process.

hed, there are 60 different fee

Christie mentioned that as well.

b, the changes to the actual fees

to our licensees come largely from

N

d earlier about the fully cost in

to salaries and benefits which are

q

» variety of fee categories.

oked at whether there were other
t. And then, small changes to the
fes. And then, the amount of work

nersus on the fee-based. Those are

rivers to the overall fee changes.

en, within the materials fee class,
tribute our fees to 60 diverse fee

neflect the types of work that we
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And w
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used on licensing
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data. So, we're 1
2021 and the av
inspection actiy

information to di

Next
over to Anthony R

MR.
Anthony Rossi. T
Leader.

In tj}

policy change to
fees, amending 10

Next
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different fee categories.

nequire more effort than others. And

irly distribute the amount that we

rross all of those categories.

€, again, use data to develop that

dd. We look back at how much effort
and inspection to each of those fee
e provided analysis to our budget

ee analyst so that we can do that

n the 2023 fee rule, that includes

ent that included two more years of

doking at fiscal years 2017 through
g#rage hours on the licensing and
ities. And then, we use that

stribute to the fee categories.

]

lide, please. And now, I'll turn it

dssi. I appreciate your time.

ROSSI: Good morning. My name 1is
am the License Fee Policy Team

Wis fee rule, we're proposing one

the small modular reactor annual
CFR 171.15.

slide, please. In our approach to
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Next
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modular <reactors
equitable annual
The ¢
was the much smg
when compared to
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anticipated that
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operating fleet o
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&

48

approach to this policy change, we

rholders in a multi-year effort to

nd equitable approach for charging

vance in very small SMRs.

taff discussed wvarious approaches

ILlternative proposals which were

cussed in multiple public meetings

ors.
Nroposed policy change reflects a
Ih from this process.

s1ide, please. To review, in 2016,

hed a rule for 1light water small

in order to assess fair and

rees.

rimary reason for this rulemaking
ller size of the light-water SMRs
the existing fleet of commercial

md due to their smaller size, it is

SMRs may require 1less regulatory

wt this 2016 rule, light-water SMRs

the same annual fee as the current

T large power reactors.

ils time, the 2016 rule was developed

he time the 2016 rule was developed,
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of physical
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future rulemaking
understanding of
to non-light wate
For f
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licensed thermal
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The 2
light-water SMRs
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considered is thg
could be placed o
As a

provision to fair

for multi-module

49
gies were not included due to the

ht-water SMR designs discussed with

ation discussions were similar to

perating fleet of reactors in terms

configuration, operational

and applicability to the NRC

ry framework.

hde the commitment to consider the

i-light water advanced SMRs in a

once the agency had an increased
the technical factors with respect

T or advanced reactors.

re purposes, the 2016 rule defined

ter power reactors that have a

power rating or less than or equal
thermal.

16 rule scaled the annual fees for
to the size of their reactor based
thermal power rating.

er characteristic of SMRs that was
design concept that multiple SMRs
1 one multi-module site.

if

tesult, the 2016 rule established a

ly and equitably assess annual fees

ites by establishing a bundled unit
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cumulative liceng
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charge an annual
The r

and equitably as

site I'm sorrj
was to fairly an
light water SMRs
unit as the exist
reactors.

g

The

SMRs would be con$

regulatory effort

As o
licensed to opers
assessed.

Next
recent collaborg
revisions to
proposed fee rule

The {
are proposed. Ch
technology inclus

SMRs. Establish 4

the
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uld base the annual fee on the

ed thermal power rating or all of
ngle multi-module site rather than
fee for each unit on the site.

sult of the 2016 rule was to fairly
for multi-module

ess annual fees

v, the result of the 2016 SMR rule

’
I equitably assess annual fees to
rather than charge the same fee per
ing fleet of large commercial power
nnual fee assessed to light water
istent with the anticipated reduced

o]

for these smaller power reactors.

ffi this date, there are no SMRs
re, thus, no annual fees have been
$lide, please. As a result of this
itive effort, we have proposed
)/ SMR annual fee policy in this

bllowing changes to the 2016 rule
Hnge the definition of SMRs to be

ive and not limited to light water

new minimum fee for SMRs equal to
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megawatts thermal
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All o
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future SMR annual
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irged to the non-power production or

ities or bundled units on a single

jlative thermal power rating of less

A

»0 megawatts thermal.

it is anticipated that the

for these SMRs will be similar to

ory effort. And establish a new

gradually increases the annual fee

Jled units on a single site with
power ratings greater than 20
, but less than or equal to 250

This avoids an abrupt increase to

fee once the thermal power rating is

thermal.

]

fther components of the 2016 SMR rule

ioplied to light-water and non-light

SMRs. This proposed policy change

try in planning and budgeting for

D
fees.

is time, there are no operational

|

cause the annual regulatory costs

SMRs 1s uncertain before such a

is operational, the NRC will re-

lable annual fee structure at the

to ensure consistency with NEIMA.

NEAL R. GROSS

cou
1
(202) 234-4433

RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
716 14th STREET, N.W., SUITE 200

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com



This
facilities beco
regulatory cost d

Next
illustrates the p
A minimum fee eqy
fee class is asse
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thermal

licensed
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the 2016 rule, a
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reactor decommiss
class annual fees
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thermal
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re—-evaluation will occur once SMR

me operational and sufficient
@dta becomes available.
slide, please. This chart

roposed revised policy for SMRs.

lal to the annual fee for the NPUF

q
]

ssed up to 20 megawatts thermal.

20 megawatts thermal, the minimum

reases at a variable rate as the

power rating increases to 250

megawatts thermal, consistent with

q
]

second minimum fee is applied which
pverage of the spent fuel storage

ioning fee class and the NPUF fee

250 megawatts thermal, a different

ula is added to this minimum fee,

&

ing the annual fee up to 2000

at which the maximum fee is equal

the current fleet of operating power

ame pattern continues as licensed

increases where multiple or

maximum fee are applied at 6500 and

NEAL R. GROSS

cou
1
(202) 234-4433

RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
716 14th STREET, N.W., SUITE 200

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com



11000 megawatts t
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We h
question and answ
we're running a 1
need be, we can e
Alter
address any folld
include the quest
the meeting summa
I'd 3
stated earlier, t
made at today's 0
proposed rule.
Rathe
submitted in writ
At th
utilize the rais
find this at the

icon.

For

I
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iermal respectively.

1s time, I will turn it back to our

Holiday.

(MLIDAY: Thank you, Jason, Christie,

Theresa, and Anthony for your

fations.

Hve allotted 30 minutes for this

er portion of this meeting, albeit

ittle bit ahead of schedule. So, if

xtend the Q&A session as well.

matively, if we run out of time to

v up questions, the NRC staff will

ions and their responses as part of

.
lso like to remind you that as I

e NRC is not accepting any comments

ceting as official comments on the

T comments will have to be

’

ng to receive formal consideration.

1s time, to ask a question, please

1J

hand function on Teams. You can

top of your window with the hand

hose that have joined us via the
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audio bridge 1insg
your hand that wa
into queue in the
have called your 1

Alter

the audio bridge

unmute your micro
Once
question. To en

opportunity to ag
any, we request th
at a time.

If th
time permits, we
As a kind remin
transcribed, we a
organizational gr

If th

you would like td

54

h

you can dial star five to raise

’

7. Teams will automatically put you

| 4

order of your hand raising. Once I

njame, I will unmute your microphone.

matively, i1f you have joined us via

line, you can press star six to

phone.

inmuted, you are free to ask your

sure  that everyone 1s given an

k their questions, should you have

At each person only ask one question

&re are no additional questions or

ill take your additional questions.

der, since this meeting is being

sk that you state your name and any

]

oup affiliation if applicable.

re's a particular panel member that

address your question to, you may

h

11.

is time, see Mr. John Butler, your

du may proceed with your question.

UTLER: Good morning, can you hear

(PLIDAY: Yes,
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MR. B

I'm with NEI. I h

take my turns as
My

carryover. So,

addressed to, but

My qu
does the agency
addressing lapse
short-term lapsed
past, has been a}
lapse of appropri

Can y
carryover would Db

MS. H

Jason

MR.
question. Typical
about internally
funding.
based on the cost

So, t
is our kind of sw|

MR.

million would tha

i

And agail
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UTLER: Great, this is John Butler.

@ve a number of questions, but I'll
Tthey come.

flirst question is related to
I don't know who this would be

I'll just ask the gquestion.

estion is, what level of carryover

lesire to have for the purpose of

§ and

appropriations, vyou know,

and appropriations which, in the

out two weeks of funding for that

»

ition?

H
M

u give me a figure of what level of

€ necessary to support that?

(OLIDAY: Thank you.

will direct that gquestion today.

HAY: Yes, thanks, John, for the

we talk

ly, I think we strive

hbout ten days' worth of carryover

n, that changes from year to year

of doing business.

pically ten days, ten Business days

cet spot.

BUTLER: Approximately how many

be?
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MR. S
to year due to cos
out a number, you
I think ten days

MR. B
salary and benefi

MR. S
the guard servig

there that we haj

Because the peopld

of like, you know
open, there's thi
MR. H
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know, $25 million
MR. B
MS. H
Next,
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and ask your ques
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AY: Again, I think that's from year

r escalations. I don't want to throw

know, Jjust arbitrarily. But again,

1s where we like to be at.

TLER: But that's primarily just the

ts for that ten days?

HAY: No, there's the cost of some of

es. There's some other things in

e to take into consideration just

if there is a shutdown or in terms

’

| during that time frame of staying

mgs that we have to consider, rent.

UTLER: Can you give me a ballpark

HAY: Again, ballpark, I'll say, you

ish.

UTLER: Okay, great, thank you.

(OLIDAY: Thank you.

I'm see Janet Schlueter, your hand

uld please, unmute your microphone

tion.
CHLUETER: Yes, thank you. This 1is
rom the NEI. And I think it would be

e went back to slide 17 that has to

facilities Business Line.
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irst, I wanted to say thank you to

ting together this slide Because it

verview of where the Fuel Cycle

been in the past versus today.

¢ had a lot of conversation with the
2016, 2017, 2018 in order to try to
Hdget formulation ©processes and

At the Fuel Facilities Business Line

right sized program, if you will,

14

et.

e numbers were, at the time,

]

a much larger fleet. But as you can

of licensees on this slide, we've

seven to eight zone now for several

so, as we went into those

the NRC made those adjustments, you

annual fee for this category of

down quite a bit, and appropriately

dl determined.

hen, this year, we now have an 18.5

across the Dboard, except for

I

going to see a much large increase

lght?

hear the discussion about salaries
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and benefits beir
also as I go back
I think it's on
paragraph there a

And a
talk, it really i
enrichment, you ki
licensing, restarn
county inspection

So, a
point look more
activities. So, I
the
increase?

Where
other Business 1
percent, 4, 5 per
Business Line sed
puts the Category
fee level that
operating power ¢
has acknowledged
appropriate. But

decipher from the

And a

Fuel Facilit
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g a reason for that increase, but

to the Federal Register Notice, and

page 13364, there's a description

lbout the basis for the increase.

I read them and listen to you guys

-

s focused on licensing actions for

now, enriched uranium, critical mass

C material control and

activities,

11 these activities from our vantage

like Part 170 or billable hour

m struggling to figure out how did

ies Business Line see this huge

@4s, when I hear you discuss it for

iines, they're in the 2 percent, 3

rent range, but the Fuel Facilities

-

D

this enormous increase which now

1 fuel facilities up at an annual

ils creeping back up close to the
lant level, which in the past, NRC
from a risk perspective 1s not

it's inching back up and we can't
Federal Register Notice why.

you can imagine, these licensees,
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they have planned
FY 2023 annual fsg
it's 18.5 percent
SO, VY
somewhere and it]
funding to have 1
now be in your,
this fiscal year
these bills befor
So, 1

somebody can expl

percent across th

MS. H
Janet.

Carri

MS. S
I'll try. I don't

is going to be.
Start
first about licen
that the budget
quarter that they
It's
and putting in a 1

it's the nature o

59
back in calendar year 2022 for an

)

that is now not budgeted because
higher.
bu have to come up with that money

s not an easy task to try to find

hat kind of gap filled which will

NRC's, third and fourth quarter of

meaning they're going to paying

"

 the end of September.

ts of tidbits there, but I'm hoping

ain to us a full bases for the 18.5

q

h

e fleet. Thank you.

LIDAY: Thank you for your question,

p, 1if you can?

N

\FF'ORD: Sure, hi Janet, it's Carrie,

know how satisfactory the response

lng I guess with your last point

tees and their budgets and the fact

]

increase hits them in their last

budgeted for last year.

the nature of the fee rule process

new fee rule on an annual basis. And

f the timing of it.
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With
or not, you know
advance, of cou

something that go
reviews it and if
point where the
associated papers
there.

With
characterize it
resources, going I
occurred in 2021
that off the info

If wq
fee billable workK
to NEIMA, get rol
hope I'm saying t
me if I'm getting

That
think,

in the in

year.

I req

increasing in loo
I recognize that

primary driver, 1

60

respect to the increase and whether

we're able to let people know in

se, we can't do that. This 1is

s to the Commission. The Commission

's all pre-decisional up until the

Federal Register Notice and the

come out. So, that's the answer

respect to the big jump, as you

for the Part 171 annual fee

ack to formulation which would have

for the 2023 year, we have to base

rtmation we have.

rk doesn't materialize, 1f direct

doesn't materialize, it will, due

led over into the annual fee. And I

hat right. Somebody stop me or kick

it wrong, I'm trying here.

that 1is a significant impact, I

rease that you're seeing for this

ognize that it's going up. It 1is

king at the chart, that's slide 17.

it's increasing. That would be the

1 my view.
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I don
that they'd add a
MS. H

like to remind evq

2023 Congressiondg

in April of 204
document and thg
workload as the
formulation.

So, W

pre-decisional in

rule, the CH
Justification,
that the staff bu
workload.
Thank
MS. S
that process focy

struggling, based

understand why al

appear to be lic
seem to be fallin

And
make sense to us

So, 1

dosg

T

61
t know if anyone else has anything

a primary driver.

]

(PLIDAY: Thank you, Carrie. I'd also

|

ryone that the NRC published the FY

Il Budget Justification, I believe,

P That 1is a publicly available
£ outlines the staff's projected
Y were determining their budget

hile the NRC staff cannot release

flormation regarding the proposed fee

7, the Congressional Budget

s outline the anticipated resources

dgeted for based on the anticipated

you. All right?

CHLUETER: Well, vyes, thank you for

sed answer. I guess I'm still just
on the Federal Register Notice, to
1 those activities that really do

nsing and inspection and Part 170

¢ over into the 171 bucket.

hat's the part that Jjust doesn't
dut here.
t's, you know, if anybody can think
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of anything addit

those two Dbucket
together, that wo

Yes,

taking a look at t

request, but I wo
to be more agile
took place what i
ago and then the

So,

e

business line 1is
real clear artidg
increase in the a

Altho
fuel,

you know, |

and applicant sy

category of the ai

that applies acrd

you.
MS. H
Okavy,
Ashworth. If vyou

microphone and as
MR.

Daniel Ashworth

62

ional that would help clarify how

s seem to be getting all sloshed
wld help.
you know, we're aware and we'll be

he FY 2024, you know, congressional

wld think that NRC would have a way
when it comes to predictions that

-

5 now a year and a half, two years

reality of today's environment.

[['m just very concerned that this

eginning to creep up again with no

ulated transparent basis for the
nnual fee.
wgh, I recognize there are advanced

ork going on, but that's licensee

ecific. It 1is not 1n the Dbroad

fnual fee that is generic activities

5s the fleet like jelly. So, thank

PLIDAY: Thank you, Janet.

next up, I see in the queue Daniel

are ready, you can unmute your

k your question.

MSHWORTH: Yes, thank you. This is

and David with BWX
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Technologies.
Janet
earlier. We are
licensing fees a
is, the reactors
approximately 6
facilities increa
we'll reiterate,

with the risk proi

operating reactor

BWX
NOGL and NF'S,
facilities, Dbase

incurring an addi
stated earlier, n
at these two site
The
accounts and pay
percent of fees ¢
And vy
that you're askir
shoulder the burdd
materialize as vy

future anticipate

Which

63

thank vyou for your statement

L

in agreement that the proposed

e non-proportional increase. That

or operating reactors are seeing

percent as compared to fuel

as was stated and

]

te of 18.5 which,

this i1ncrease 1s not commensurate

ile of fuel cycle facilities versus

22

lechnologies, with our two sites,
that's Category 1 fuel cycle
il on vyour proposed fees would be

tional $1.6 million for, as you all

® additional planned safety factors

&

orporation between the two sites

for upwards of approximately 40
llected from fuel cycle facilities.

pu know, superficially, 1t appears

g current fuel cycle facilities to

N

n or cost of work that either didn't

u stated a minute ago, or either

@ work for potential new licensees.

in turn, may be of
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ours, BWXT, NOGL,

markets we serve.

Thank
just more of a st
MS.
your statement.
All r
your hand is up
your microphone a
MR. B
Again

directed to, so
know that in the
the
covering or subsi
that number and

\

2023 budget?

MR. S
that here. Just ]
second.

John,

me just one secol

real quick.

rental payme

q

il

i

if

(

L

1

N

i

i

N

(

Iy

MR. B
MR. S
Ccou

64

and Nuclear Fuel Services 1n the

you, 1it's not really a question
itement.

OLIDAY: Thank vyou, we appreciate
ght, next up I see Mr. John Butler,

bgain. Please go ahead and unmute

1d ask your question.

ITLER: All right, thank you.

I don't know who this should be

['1]1 Jjust say at random, Jason. I

2023 budget, there's a portion of

nts for 3 White Flint that are

1izing FDA and NIH. Can you give me

hat that rental subsidy is in the

H1AY: Yes, John, one second, I have

L me take a look at my notes, one

let me come back to you, bear with

d, I'm just pulling up a document
ITLER: All right.

{AY: Sorry,

NEAL R. GROSS
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Do vyqg
don't want to liks
So, might as well

MR. B
Brian or not, but
of workload, clea
I guess, as you s
But §
future workload?
far as five years
predictions?

Recog
very uncertain as
I'm just curious,

MR. S
the budgets for -~
fiscal year 2025.
fiscal year 2026

But
applications that

be receiving in f

to review that wq

65

1 have another question, John? I

delay the point with this document.
go on.

UWTLER: I don't know if this goes to

when you're doing your predictions

I mean, you're focused on the,

1y,

tart that, two years out.

ow far out do you try to project

Is it do you try to go out as

or even ten years in any of those

mizing, I know, that that would be

you —-- the further out you get. But
how far out do you try to plan?

MITH: We

well, we don't develop

like right now, we're working on

We're not developing the budget for

it this time.

q

ve are taking into account the

we're aware of that we would either
]

lscal 2026 or 2027 or be continuing

N

received earlier like in 2024 or
have tables; I don't know they're

we develop them that we provide to
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our Commission
applications and

2028.

MR.

publicly availabll

someone could loo

66

that to

looks out for new

license renewals that goes out to

BUTLER: If that could be made

¢, that would be fantastic. if

So,

k into that.

MR. SMITH: Okay. There are some aspects
of it that are|| non-public, some schedules are
proprietary.

Somet|/imes when we do that, we'll just say

Unnamed Plant 1 o
MR. B
MR. S
your question. It
MR.
MR.
document froze on
MS. H
Okay,

but I'm going to
give another pers
And then, I'll ci
So,

your microphone,

if appropriate.

Ccou

T

T Unnamed Plant 2.

PTLER: Understand, thank you.

[AY: Hey John, I've got an answer to

s $5,650,000 for the rent subsidy.

JUTLER: Great, thank you very much.

AY: Yes, sorry about that. My notes

me. SO0, appreciate your patience.

(OLIDAY: Thank you.

Janet, I see your hand is raised,

jo to T. Holly first just so that we

n an opportunity to ask a question.

rcle back to you.

Holly, if you would, please unmute

Htate your name,

and any affiliation
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Go ah
T. Hdg
unmute your micro
MR. H
you hear me now?
MS. H

MR.

==

phone line and as

Tom H
BWXT Nuclear Fuel
jus
for the public med

that my colleague

know, again, our
And ]
work, you know,

changes in the fe
as a Cat 1.

That'
wanted to, you k
sides are partic
interested in the

So, t
MS. H

Okavy,

67

kad, please.

11y, if you can hear me, you can

whone and ask your question.

PLLY: Hello, this is Tom Holly, can

(OLIDAY: Yes, we can.

dOLLY: Okay, thank you. I have a

well as the computer, so thank you.
plly, I'm the licensing manager at
Services.

the NRC

t wanted to thank, again,

ting and just echo here the comments

1J

made in Lynchburg and express, you

concern as a Cat 1 fuel facility.

ust look forward to continuing to
with the NRC to understand that

¢ base, specifically, again, for us

A

all I have, not a question. Just

]

mow, let the group know that both

1pating in the call and are very

outcome of this rule.

rank you, again.

PLIDAY: Thank you, Tom.

Janet,
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unmute your micro

MS.

Ida)

I'm not going bac
But i
before, this one i
the non-power pro
So, m
this on behalf of
that takes care
increase for this
And i
Notice on page 10
to you Because we
It sa
fee is increasing
10 CFR Part 171
credit to a surch
issued in FY 2022
If sdg
between a credit
and why did that
MS.
Janet.

question,

MS. S

there's some

68

whone and ask your question.

CHLUETER: All right, don't worry,

k to fuel cycle again.

ff you'd go back to slide 16, the one

-

s on the research and test reactors,

duction facilities.

9

Y question here is, and I'm asking

my colleague, Hillary Lane at NEI

of the community, so we see an

category of licensee.

ff we go back to the Federal Register

I wanted to read just a sentence

4

don't understand it.

Vs, furthermore, the proposed annual

as a result of an increase in the

billing adjustment (moving from a

irge) due to the timing of invoices

meone could explain the difference

and a surcharge or what those are

q

idjustment result in this increase?

HOLIDAY: Sure, thanks for your

CHLUETER: And there's some billing

timing of the billing issue there
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that's sort of en

MS.
question, Janet.

Billy]
qguestion.

MR.
Blaney.

So, t

the timing in whi
years.

So, W
prior year which
increase in invoi
be additional fun

Or w¢g
in invoices that

So, VY
prior years that
this current year
the current year
it would be less

Just
to try to make it

So,

Y

compared to what

\

]

4

i

v

i

d

4

1

u

[4D]

v

Ccou
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reloped as well.

HOLIDAY : Sure, thanks for your
Blaney 1is going to answer your
LANEY: Hi Janet, this is Billy

e time of the invoice adjustment is

th invoices are paid from the prior

ny

have invoices that are paid from

Are also, you know, we may have an
res paid the prior year which would
Is received this year.

may have an increase and decrease
vi1ll not be paid in this year.

u have invoices that are paid from
yive us kind of additional money in
and then you may have invoices for
that are paid in a future year. So,
honey received in this year.

rying to simplify that a little bit
clear.

compare what is received this year

vill be received in future years or
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not paid in the ¢

So, 1
everybody receivd
money received in

And 1
probably assuming
from COVID, so we
years last year.

Where
those additional
additional invoi
current year.

So,
surcharge. So, ¢
predicting will n
will be paid in f

Does

MS. 9
does. It explaing
terms and how tha

know, the vyear
year versus what
MR.
and

surcharge q

percentage of thq

70

urrent year.

st year, there was a credit to

q
1 a credit because there was more
the current year.

ight off the top of my head, I'm

this Because we had some deferrals

had additional money paid from prior

1s, this vyear, we no longer have

invoices or, you know, an influx of

o

es palid from prior vyears in the

this vyear, we actually have a

-
=

have more invoices that we're

t be paid in the current year that

uwture years.

that help you out?

CHLUETER: I think so, yes. Yes, it

the difference in the use of the

Tt can impact anyone collection, you

the collection in any one fiscal

you've budgeted.

BLANEY : Yes, and we Dbase the

redit percentages based on the

budgetary resources for each fee
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class. So, that's|lhow we divide up the overall credit
or surcharge to efmch individual fee class.

MS. SCHLUETER: Okay, thank you.

MS. HOLIDAY: Okay, John, I see your hand
is up again.

If ygp would, go ahead and unmute your
microphone.

MR. BTLER: Thank you.

I hayle a general question to kind of
teach me something about the budget process.

Can gpmeone speak to how the budget for
research, the Offfice of Research, is developed? And
specifically, is [there any external input considered

in that budget defelopment?

MR. ©{HAY: Hey John, thanks for vyour
question.

So, ygs, research is a partner office and
they get their resources and -- from the business

line leads with anpy organization.
So, edther materials side or the reactor
side.
So, they coordinate their needs and the
needs of the respective business lines every budget
cycle.

There|lls a review process that happens
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internally where
requests from the
an extensive revi
of what they're 1

of things.

MR.

=

approval of that
MR.
iteration is CFO/
and the Commissio
And t
OMB and then to C
MR. H
sounds like vyou'
developed from, 1
that fair or --

MR. S

by our definition.

collaborate with -
So,
workload that's b
or through othe]
things like that {
MR. B

Thank

72

business 1line leads 1look at the
partner offices and it goes through

cw throughout the process in terms

requesting, timeliness, those types
UTLER: And at what 1level 1is the
udget?

SHAY : First, it's -- the first

T

DO level. Then it goes to the Chair

m for a vote.

hen, of course, typical process to
dngress.

UTLER: All right, so is it -- it
re saying the research budget is
lasically, user need requests? Is
HAY: Well, they are a partner office

. And so, they do coordinate and

heir respective business line lead.

hey do partner in terms of the

ing requested by the business lines

1 mechanisms, either maybe SRMs,

hat are directed by the Commission.

WTLER: Okay, all right, I got you.

you very much.
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MR.

F ey

from NRR and I'll
So, 1
like John said, f1
It's a request fr
Office of Researc]
us.
And {
number of years t
the way to comple
And
budget comes fro
reviews for us as
specific models
licensing review.
And 4
the development
staff level and y
the division dirs
research 1is propq
all the way up to
Then
CFO-EDO level.
So, 1

MR.

SMITH :

73

Jason, this 1s Brian Smith

add a little bit to that.
t's the majority of their budget is
om what we call a user need request.

om our program office, NRR, to the

N1 to conduct research activities for

hose user need requests can span a

H
»

start the research and take it all
ion.

o, that's where a 1lot of their

m. They do support some licensing

well. They may develop some plant-

hat we'll utilize as part of the

~

5 you asked, who all's involved in

f their budget, it starts at the

orks up through branch chiefs. All
rtors take a look at the work that
sing to do for the future budgets
the office director.

it gets into what Jason said, to the

1's reviewed at all levels.

UTLER: thank
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you.
MS. H
Befor
like to remind ev

meeting is to dis

So,

related to the pz1x

any clarifying qu
rule. Okay?

So, a
up to Janet again

MS.

generic question.

I thi
slide 13. But it
FTE hours.

So,

Direct FTE at NR
hasn't changed a
I

So,

last revisited t

ilf

74

(OLIDAY: Thank you.

¢ we take our next question, I would

ekrybody that the purpose of today's

russ the proposed fee rule.

possible, your question should be

oposed fee rule, and particularly,

lestions as it pertains to the fee

it this time, I would like to open it

q

FCHLUETER: All right, I have a

mk, if I recall, it's back on maybe

has to do with the Mission Direct

or many years now, the Mission

¢ has been about 1,551, it really

whole lot.

was just curious as to when NRC has

1is number for its accuracy? You

reflect sort of current staff

he reason I ask this 1s Because I

know, all of us have seen in our

NEAL R. GROSS

know, does it
practices?
And 4
think that, vyou
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companies, in our

government, you K
advantage of the
digital systems m
2023 than we ever
We hi
which are shared
document sharing.
We ha
which to some d¢g
Because there are
recognized have
entranc

meetings,

So,

s

ubiquitous use of

things are allowi

too, to be more e
So, I
be fair to say

microscope on th
still the right n

And I
holiday hours and
same time still n

and training, for

4

U

il

S

L

if

1

ol

!

S

Ccou
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you know, whether it's industry or
how, we are all being able to take
use of information technology and
ch more today here, sitting here in
have, of course.
ve things 1like digital platforms

between the NRC and licensees for

| a decrease in travel during COVID,
yree, that continues a little bit

some efficiencies that we have all

occurred Dby having virtual exit
t meetings, and so forth.
little bit of less travel, more
IT, digital platforms, all these

1g us in the private company world,
rficient.

would think at some point it would
that NRC might want to

turn a

t area to see, you know, is that
imber for staff?

realize you, you know, there's the
vacation and so forth, but is that
rcessary to be allocated for travel

example?
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Any 4

looked at in the

MS. H
Janet.

If T
address this ques

MS.
Christie.

So, 4
rules, I believe,

are annual produd
the 1,510.

And i
41 hours due to
taking less tra

increase.

We do

papers that break

is, yes, the COVI
hours and vacatio]
the productive h
fee rule.

I can

really sure -- I ]

using the same mn

76

houghts about that? Has that been

last five years?

IDLIDAY: Thanks for your question,
dan, I'd like to call on Christie to
tion.

GALSTER: Hi, hi Janet, this 1is
s you can see, the last few fee

starting with maybe 2019 or 2020,

tive hours have been very close to

I did actually increase this year by

exactly what you said, people are

vel hours. So, it actually did

have, like I said, we do have work

into this number. I believe this

|

period, and that is why the travel

N hours did actually decline, hence,

Jurs increased for this particular

only speak to this year. I'm not

delieve that we're still going to be

rthodology, but we will take this
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information back

else —-- the other
MS. S
MS. H
Okavy,
again. Go ahead a

MR. B

be my question, s
It's

question on carry
I knd

there's a use of

Is there any lat

available carryov

MR. S
No, T
Through our ag

appropriated amou

said earlier, y
appropriation lan
to the fullest. 1
our budget using

MR. B

MS. H

Okavy,

77
to the budget folks and see what
components they're looking into.
CHLUETER: Thank you.
PLIDAY: Thank you.

John, I see your hand 1is raised

md please ask your question.

WTLER: All right, I think this will

® bear with me.

kind of going Dback to the first
dver.
w in the proposed or 2024 budget,
carryover to reduce licensee fees.
itude to utilize any of currently

er for the 2023 budget?

HAY: John, thanks for the question.
mean, not at this time, obviously.
oropriations, we do have our

mts already given to us. And like I

bu know, we are following the

9

uage and the explanatory statements
nd we would not be able to offset

tarryover this year.

WTLER: All right, thank you.

PLIDAY: Thank you.

before we wrap it up, are there any
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1
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that would like to ask a question

so yet? Now is your opportunity.

am not seeing any. So, Joe, 1if we

ry, we're advancing the slides.

ght, so, at this time, I'd like to

the five different methods by which

ur comments on the record for this

stated earlier during this meeting,

o submit your comments for

April 3, 2023. There are five

reflected on this slide and the

RC will highly encourage that you

rst option which 1is the Federal

e listed here on the top of the

cludes the electronic comment

's located under Docket ID Number
1atively, you can also email your
mail address listed in the second
pmments@nrc.gov. If you email your
e sure to specify the Docket Number

that that can be binned together

mments.
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You Q@
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a.m. and 4:15 p.m
Shoul
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Anthony Rossi, Li
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the time to fill (¢

This can be found
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Hird option you see on the screen is

iIments. You can fax them to the

4

115-1101. Again, specify the Docket

1-0024.

t1ide, please. You may also mail in

]

mail them to the Secretary at the

here, Attention Rulemakings and

f. Again, include the NRC Docket ID

an hand-deliver your comments here

uarters location, 11555 Rockville

1

Maryland, between the hours of 7:30

@ you have further questions or need

ation, please feel free to contact

rense Fee Policy Team Leader at the

on here.

7, I would appreciate if you took

’

1t our public meeting feedback form.

bn the NRC's public meeting schedule

ticular meeting.

opinion on how this meeting went

nprove upon future meetings. So,

huld, take a moment to let us know
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your feedback. Tg
hope vyou have a
setting program j
formulation acti
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And I
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With
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you for your time, your attention,

it during this meeting.

1t further ado, I would like to turn

over to James Corbett for closing

RBETT: Thank you, Sophie.

1 guys can see, there's plenty of

ur comments. So, to our public

ally appreciate your comments and
all our staff and stakeholders, I
better understanding of your fee
nd its relationship to our budget
rities. We look forward to any
may submit on our proposed rule.
would like to thank Sophie for her
|[tation today.

would also like to thank my folks,
Policy Team, for their outstanding
r partners for putting together the
the slides that you see today.

hat,

we are concluded, thank you.

rupon, the above-entitled matter

rd at 11:38 a.m.)
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