Memorandum of Understanding
for Cooperation and Exchange of Information
in Nuclear Regulatory Matters
Between
the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and

the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

Whereas the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the Canadian Nuclear
Safety Commission (CNSC), the two together hereinafter referred to as the “Participants,”
cooperated under the terms of prior memoranda of understanding (MOUs) for the exchange of
technical information and cooperation in nuclear safety matters, most recently the MOU
between the U.S. NRC and the CNSC for the Exchange of Technical Information and
Cooperation in Nuclear Safety Matters, signed on August 7 and 9, 2017, and that expired on
August 9, 2022;

Whereas the Participants wish to renew their cooperation and conclude an MOU for
Cooperation and exchange of information in nuclear regulatory matters under similar terms;

Recalling the Agreement for Cooperation Concerning Civil Uses of Atomic Energy between the
Government of the United States of America and the Government of Canada, signed at
Washington on June 15, 1955, as amended and extended; and

Having a mutual interest in a continuing exchange of information pertaining to regulatory
matters and of standards required or recommended by their organizations for the regulation of
safety, security, and environmental impact of nuclear facilities;



The Participants have reached the following understanding:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

Section |
Information to be exchanged

Each Participant may request unclassified safety-related information from the other
Participant on any matter related to the peaceful use of nuclear energy within the other
Participant’s jurisdiction, including, but not limited to, information on:

(a) new nuclear installation design reviews;

(b) siting, construction, commissioning, operation, and decommissioning of nuclear
installations;

(c) legislation, regulations, licences, regulatory codes, standards, criteria, and
guides;

(d) technical reports and nuclear safety assessments, including those related to
radiological safety and radioactive waste management;

(e)  nuclear safety incident and accident reports, and, in particular, information
concerning any nuclear safety event that has a major radiological significance
and the remedial actions undertaken in response;

(f) safety-related research concerning licensing and regulatory control of nuclear
installations;

(9) radiation protection and physical protection of nuclear material and radioactive
sources;

(h) storage, discharge and treatment of radioactive waste;

(i) regulation of radioactive waste management; and

f)) communication projects and strategies in the nuclear regulatory field.

Each Participant intends to use its best efforts to provide the information that may be
requested by the other Participant pursuant to paragraph (1) of this section within a
reasonable time following the request.

Either Participant may provide the other Participant with any information that it considers
may be of interest to the other Participant, without receiving a request for that
information.

Section Il
Excepted information

The Participants expect that their respective ability to provide information pursuant to
paragraph (2) of this section is subject to:

(a) the respective laws, regulations or policies that govern the Participants;

(b) any other contract, agreement, or commitment that binds a Participant; and

(c) the right to refuse to provide information that would be unreasonably difficult or
costly to identify or provide, unless otherwise mutually decided between the
Participants.



Section Il
Exchange and use of information

General

The Participants intend to support the widest possible dissemination of
information exchanged under this MOU, subject to the requirements of each
Participant’s national laws, regulations, and policies, and the need to protect
proprietary and other confidential or privileged information. However, consistent
with these national laws, regulations, and policies, the Participants reserve the
right to impose, on a case-by-case basis, additional restrictions on the
dissemination of information beyond those identified in this section.

In the event that activities under this memorandum are expected to result, or in
fact result, in the creation of intellectual property, the treatment of such
intellectual property, as well as the allocation of rights to such intellectual
property is expected to be addressed in separate agreements or arrangements in
connection with such activities.

Definitions

1. The term “information” means unclassified technical information related to:
the regulation and oversight of safety and security for nuclear facilities and
radioactive materials; the implementation of safeguards; the environmental
impact of nuclear facilities and radioactive materials; and nuclear safety
research programs. It also includes scientific or research data, methods of
assessment, or any other knowledge or information provided, created, or
exchanged under this MOU.

2. The term “proprietary information” means information that is provided,
created, or exchanged under this MOU that contains trade secrets or other
non-public commercial information.

3. The term “other confidential or privileged information” means non-public
information other than “proprietary information” that is protected from public
disclosure under the laws, regulations, or policies of the country of the
Participant transmitting the information under this MOU.

Documentary proprietary information

1. A Participant receiving documentary proprietary information intends to
respect the confidential or privileged nature of such information.

2. Marking procedures for documentary proprietary information
a. A Participant transmitting documentary proprietary information under this
MOU intends to ensure that the proprietary information is clearly marked

on each page of the document with the following restrictive legend:

“Proprietary Information: Do not share without the written
consent of (insert name of transmitting Participant)”
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b. The receiving Participant does not intend to make documentary
proprietary information bearing this restrictive legend public or otherwise
disseminate the documentary proprietary information in any manner
inconsistent with or contrary to the terms of this MOU without the prior
written approval of the transmitting Participant.

c. The receiving Participant intends to ensure that this restrictive legend
appears on any photocopy or other reproduction of documents containing
documentary proprietary information made by the receiving Participant.

d. Inthe event that the transmitting Participant shares documentary
proprietary information without the required restrictive legend, the
transmitting Participant intends to inform the receiving Participant at the
earliest possible opportunity and provide the receiving Participant with
properly marked documents bearing the restrictive legend.

e. The receiving Participant intends to make its best efforts to gather and
prevent the further dissemination of the improperly marked documents
containing proprietary information and replace them with properly marked
documents.

f. In the event that the receiving Participant shares documentary proprietary
information in a manner that is inconsistent with or contrary to the terms
of this MOU, the receiving Participant intends to promptly notify the
transmitting Participant.

3. Dissemination of documentary proprietary information

a. The receiving Participant may disseminate documentary proprietary
information received under this MOU without the prior approval of the
transmitting Participant to employees of the receiving Participant, and to
other agencies and departments of the government of the receiving
Participant, provided that:

i. A case-by-case determination documents that such employees
and other government agencies and departments have a need-to-
know for the information to perform their official duties;

i.  The receiving Participant ensures that such employees and other
government agencies and departments do not intend to use the
documentary proprietary information for any non-governmental or
commercial purpose; and

ii.  Such documentary proprietary information bears the restrictive
legend set forth in Section I11.C.2.a of this MOU.

b. The receiving Participant may only disseminate documentary proprietary
information more widely than otherwise permitted under the terms set
forth in this MOU, including to contractors and consultants of the receiving
Participant, and to permittees or licensees of the receiving Participant,
with the prior written approval of the transmitting Participant. The
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Participant intends to endeavor to grant such approval to the extent
permitted by their respective national laws, regulations, and policies, and
provided that:

i. A case-by-case determination documents that such recipients
have a need-to-know for the documentary proprietary information
to carry out work solely within the scope of their work assignment,
contract, permit, or license with the receiving Participant;

ii.  Such recipients have executed a non-disclosure agreement;

ii.  Such recipients do not intend to use such documentary proprietary
information for any non-governmental or commercial purpose; and

iv.  Such recipients understand to use the documentary proprietary
information only for activities carried out under or within the terms
of their specific work assignment, contract, permit or licence.

c. The Participants intend to consult and seek written clarification when
questions arise as to the proper handling and dissemination of
documentary proprietary information provided under this MOU.

D. Other confidential or privileged information of a documentary nature

1.

A Participant receiving other confidential or privileged information of a
documentary nature intends to respect the confidential nature of such
information.

Marking procedures for other confidential or privileged information of a
documentary nature

a. A Participant transmitting other confidential or privileged information
under this MOU intends to ensure that any document containing such
information is appropriately and clearly marked on each page of the
document with the restrictive legend applicable to the type of other
confidential or privileged information being transmitted in accordance with
the transmitting Participant’s national laws, regulations, and policies. The
marking is expected to include the following restrictive legend:

“Confidential or Privileged Information (as appropriate): Do
not share without the written approval of (insert name of
transmitting Participant)”

b. The receiving Participant intends to ensure that the appropriate restrictive
legend appears on any photocopy or other reproduction of documents
containing other confidential or privileged information made by the
receiving Participant.

c. The transmitting Participant intends to ensure that any other confidential
or privileged information of a documentary nature transmitted under this
MOU is accompanied by a statement that the information being
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transmitted is protected from public disclosure by the national laws,
regulations, or policies of the government of the transmitting Participant
and is being provided under the condition that the receiving Participant
intends to afford the information substantially the same degree of
protection afforded the information by the government of the transmitting
Participant.

d. In the event that the transmitting Participant shares other confidential or
privileged information of a documentary nature without the appropriate
required restrictive legend for the type of information being transmitted,
the transmitting Participant intends to inform the receiving Participant at
the earliest possible opportunity and provide the receiving Participant with
properly marked documents bearing the restrictive legend.

e. The receiving Participant intends to make its best efforts to gather and
prevent the further dissemination of the improperly marked documents
containing other confidential or privileged information and replace them
with properly marked documents.

f. In the event that the receiving Participant shares other confidential or
privileged information of a documentary nature in a manner that is
inconsistent with or contrary to the terms of this MOU, the receiving
Participant intends to promptly notify the transmitting Participant.

3. Dissemination of other confidential or privileged information of a documentary
nature

a. The receiving Participant may disseminate other confidential or privileged
information of a documentary nature received under this MOU without the
prior approval of the transmitting Participant to employees of the receiving
Participant, and to other government agencies and departments of the
government of the receiving Participant, provided that:

i. A case-by-case determination documents that such employees
and other government agencies and departments have a need to
know the information to perform their official duties;

i.  The receiving Participant intends to ensure that such employees
and other government agencies and departments do not intend to
use the other confidential or privileged information contained in
the documents for any non-governmental or commercial purpose;
and

iii.  Such documents containing the other confidential or privileged
information bear the appropriate restrictive legend in accordance
with the provisions of Section 1ll.D.2.a of this MOU.

b. The receiving Participant may only disseminate the documents containing
the other confidential or privileged information more widely than otherwise
permitted under the terms set forth in this MOU, including to contractors
and consultants of the receiving Participant, and to permittees or
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licensees of the receiving Participant, with the prior written approval of the
transmitting Participant. The receiving Participant understands to abide
by any restrictions on the dissemination of other confidential or privileged
information of a documentary nature to third parties established by the
transmitting Participant.

c. The Participants intend to consult and seek written clarification when
questions arise as to the proper handling and dissemination of other
confidential or privileged information of a documentary nature shared
under this MOU.

Non-documentary proprietary or other confidential or privileged information

Non-documentary proprietary or other confidential or privileged information
provided, obtained, or transmitted under this MOU is expected to be treated by
the Participant according to the principles specified for proprietary information in
Section IlI.C. and as specified for other confidential or privileged information in
Section I11.D. of this MOU, provided, however, that the transmitting Participant
has placed the receiving Participant on notice as to the character of the
proprietary or other confidential or privileged information disseminated.

Consultation

If, for any reason, one of the Participants becomes aware that it will be, or may
reasonably be expected to become, unable to meet the non-dissemination
expectations under Section Il of this MOU, it intends to immediately inform the
other Participant. The Participants intend to thereafter consult to determine an
appropriate course of action.

Other

1. Nothing contained in this MOU is intended to preclude a Participant from
using or disseminating information received without restriction from sources
outside of this MOU.

2. No nuclear information related to proliferation-sensitive technologies is
intended to be exchanged under this MOU.

3. Notwithstanding the above, if required by its national laws, regulations, and
policies, a Participant may have to disseminate confidential information
received under this MOU. The receiving Participant is expected to exhaust all
reasonable legal challenges to resist the disclosure of such information, and
is expected to notify the providing Participant in advance of any
dissemination.



Section IV
Peaceful uses of information and results

Received information and the results of the activities carried out by Participants under this MOU
are intended to be used exclusively for peaceful, non-explosive purposes.

Section V
Cooperation in nuclear safety research

The terms of cooperation for joint programs and projects of nuclear safety research and
development, or those programs and projects under which activities are divided between the 2
Participants, including the use of test facilities and/or computer programs owned by either
Participant, may be considered on a case-by-case basis and may be the subject of a separate
arrangement, if determined to be necessary by the research organizations of one or both of the
Participants.

Section VI
Visits and training

(1) Each Participant may request the other Participant to accept temporary or extended
visits for a mutually decided duration from members of the requesting Participant’s
personnel, or of an institution sponsored by the requesting Participant, if such visits are
mutually beneficial. The visits are intended to be carried out for the purpose of
exchanging information or of training on technical regulatory and communication issues.

(2) Each Participant intends to use its best efforts to accommodate the visit that may be
requested by the other Participant pursuant to paragraph (1) of this section. The
Participants intend that priority be given to virtual visits unless it is not feasible to do so.

(3) Visits pursuant to paragraph (1) of this section are expected to be the subject of a
separate arrangement between the Participants and additional terms and conditions in
accordance with each Participant’s legal obligations. Unless otherwise decided, costs of
salary, allowances, and travel of participants are expected to be paid by the Participant
that incurs them.

Section Vi
Financial aspects

Unless otherwise mutually decided between the Participants, each Participant is expected to be
solely responsible for its own participation costs under this MOU, including those incurred by its
coordinator in performing the coordinator responsibilities. The ability of the Participants to carry
out their participation is subject to the appropriation of funds by the appropriate governmental
authority and to the national laws, regulations and policies applicable to the Participants.



Section VIII
Administration

(1) Each Participant intends to appoint a coordinator to act as a point of contact, implement,
and administer this MOU. Each Participant may, upon signing this MOU, notify the other
Participant of the name of the person it has appointed as its coordinator.

(2) Each Participant is expected to, forthwith, notify the other Participant of any change of
the coordinator and may communicate, at the same time, the name of the new appointed
coordinator.

(3) Unless otherwise requested by the other Participant, all requests for information and
exchanges of information provided under this MOU are expected to be made or provided
to the coordinator of the other Participant.

Section IX
Consultations

The Participants intend to consult on any questions concerning the interpretation or
implementation of this MOU.

SECTION X
Modifications, duration, and discontinuation

(1) This MOU may be modified through a written decision of the Participants.

(2) This MOU is expected to enter into effect upon the date of the last signature by the
Participants and to remain in effect for a period of 5 years. It is intended to be
automatically extended for successive 5-year periods.

(3) This MOU may be discontinued at any time by either Participant. The discontinuing
Participants should endeavour to give at least 3 months’ written notice to the other
Participant of its intention to discontinue its participation in this MOU. In the event of
discontinuation, each Participant is expected to continue to treat information that has
been shared consistent with Section IV of this MOU.



Section XI
Nature of memorandum of understanding

This MOU is not an international agreement and does not create rights and obligations
governed by international law. This MOU is not intended to affect any agreements that grant
rights to or impose obligations on the Participants. The United States and Canada are parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), done at London, Moscow, and
Washington on July 1, 1968, and this MOU does not change either Participant’s obligations
under the NPT. Nothing contained in this MOU is intended to require either Participant to take
any action that would be inconsistent with its existing national laws, regulations or policies.

Signed at Rockville, Maryland, on 14 March, 2023, in duplicate, in English and French, each text
being equally valid.

For the U.S. NRC: For the CNSC:

Co T e~ &£ %//(m/&/
Christopher T. Hanson Rumina Velshi
Chairman President
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