UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION IV
1600 EAST LAMAR BOULEVARD
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011-4511

February 22, 2023

John Ellis, President
Sequoyah Fuels Corporation
P.O. Box 610

Gore, OK 74435

SUBJECT: SEQUOYAH FUELS CORPORATION - NRC INSPECTION REPORT
040-08027/2023-001 AND NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Dear John Ellis:

This letter refers to the routine, announced U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
inspection conducted on February 7-8, 2023, at your Sequoyah Fuels Corporation site in Gore,
Oklahoma. This inspection examined activities conducted under your license as they relate to
public health and safety, the common defense and security, and to confirm compliance with the
Commission’s rules and regulations and the conditions of your license. Within these areas, the
inspection consisted of selected examination of procedures and representative records,
observations of activities, tours of the site, measurements of radiation and radioactivity, and
interviews with personnel.

The inspection included a routine review of site activities. The preliminary inspection findings
were discussed with you and your staff at the conclusion of the onsite inspection. The final
inspection results were presented to you via teleconference on February 16, 2023.

Based on the results of this inspection, the NRC has determined that one Severity Level IV
violation of NRC requirements occurred. The violation involved your failure to provide a license-
required notification to the NRC. The violation was evaluated in accordance with the NRC
Enforcement Policy. The current Enforcement Policy is included on the NRC's Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/about nrc/requlatory/enforcement/enforce pol.html. The violation is cited in
the enclosed Notice of Violation (Notice) and the circumstances surrounding it are described in
detail in the subject inspection report. The violation is being cited in the Notice because it was
identified by the NRC.

You are required to respond to this letter and should follow the instructions specified in the
enclosed Notice when preparing your response. If you have additional information that you
believe the NRC should consider, you may provide it in your response to the Notice. The NRC
review of your response to the Notice will also determine whether further enforcement action is
necessary to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements.


http://www.nrc.gov/about%20nrc/regulatory/enforcement/enforce%20pol.html

J. Ellis

In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 2.390 of the NRC’s “Agency
Rules of Practice and Procedure,” a copy of this letter, its enclosure, and your response will be
made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from
the Agency-wide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS), accessible from the
NRC Web site at https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. To the extent possible, your

response should not include any personal privacy or proprietary information so that it can be

made available to the Public without redaction.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Dr. Robert Evans, Senior
Health Physicist, at (817) 200-1234 or the undersigned at (817) 200-1249.

Docket No. 040-08027
License No. SUB-1010

Enclosures:
1. Notice of Violation

2. Inspection Report 040-08027/2023-001

Sincerely,

o .~ Signed by Warnick, Gregory

/,F e

B : on 02/22/23

Gregory G. Warnick, Chief

Decommissioning, ISFSI, and Operating
Reactor Branch

Division of Radiological Safety and Security

w/Attachment: Supplemental Inspection Information

cc:
M. Broderick, ODEQ
W. Frazier, DOE

M. Hurt, DOE
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NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Sequoyah Fuels Corp. Docket No. 040-08027
Gore, Oklahoma License No. SUB-1010

During an NRC inspection conducted on February 7-8, 2023, a violation of NRC requirements
was identified. In accordance with the NRC Enforcement Policy, the violation is listed below:

10 CFR 40.41(c) requires, in part, that each licensee shall confine his possession and use
of source or byproduct material to the locations and purposes authorized by the license.

License SUB-1010, Condition 51.A states that the licensee shall submit a written request
for NRC approval prior to the installation of the radon barrier on the on-site disposal cell.

By letter dated July 31, 2015, the NRC authorized the licensee to install a 2-foot clay liner
and high density polyethylene (HDPE) cover on the side slopes of the disposal cell. This
letter only approved the installation of the 2-foot clay layer and HDPE liner on all four sides
of the disposal cell. The letter also notified the licensee to provide written notification to the
NRC prior to any other cover installation work.

Contrary to the above, on February 7, 2023, the licensee did not provide a written
notification to the NRC prior to any other radon barrier cover installation work other than
the 2-foot layer and line on the sides of the disposal cell. Specifically, at the time of the
inspection, the licensee had installed the drainage, subsoil zone, rock mulch, and soil
cover layers over the 2-foot clay layer and HDPE liner without providing a written
notification to the NRC.

This is a Severity Level IV violation (Section 6.9.d).

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 2.201, Sequoyah Fuels Corporation is hereby required to
submit a written statement or explanation to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, ATTN:
Document Control Desk, Washington, DC 20555-0001, with a copy to the Regional
Administrator, Region 1V, within 30 days of the date of the letter transmitting this Notice of
Violation (Notice). This reply should be clearly marked as a "Reply to a Notice of Violation” and
should include for each violation: (1) the reason for the violation, or, if contested, the basis for
disputing the violation or severity level; (2) the corrective steps that have been taken and the
results achieved; (3) the corrective steps that will be taken; and (4) the date when full
compliance will be achieved. Your response may reference or include previous docketed
correspondence, if the correspondence adequately addresses the required response.

If an adequate reply is not received within the time specified in this Notice, an order or a
Demand for Information may be issued requiring information as to why the license should not be
modified, suspended, or revoked, or why such other action as may be proper should not be
taken. Where good cause is shown, consideration will be given to extending the response time.

If you contest this enforcement action, you should also provide a copy of your response, with

the basis for your denial, to the Director, Office of Enforcement, United States Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001.

Enclosure 1



Your response will be made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public
Document Room or in the NRC’s Agency-wide Documents Access and Management System
(ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. To
the extent possible, your response should not include any personal privacy, proprietary, or
safeguards information so that it can be made available to the public without redaction. If
personal privacy or proprietary information is necessary to provide an acceptable response,
then please provide a bracketed copy of your response that identifies the information that
should be protected and a redacted copy of your response that deletes such information. If you
request withholding of such material, you must specifically identify the portions of your response
that you seek to have withheld and provide in detail the bases for your claim of withholding (e.g.,
explain why the disclosure of information will create an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy or provide the information required by 10 CFR 2.390(b) to support a request for
withholding confidential commercial or financial information). If safeguards information is
necessary to provide an acceptable response, please provide the level of protection described
in 10 CFR 73.21.

In accordance with 10 CFR 19.11, you may be required to post this Notice within two working
days of receipt.

Dated this 22th day of February 2023


http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

REGION IV
Docket No.: 040-08027
License No.: SUB-1010
Report No.: 040-08027/2023-001
Licensee: Sequoyah Fuels Corporation
Location Inspected: Gore, Oklahoma
Inspection Date: February 7-8, 2023
Inspector: Robert Evans, PhD, CHP, PE, Senior Health Physicist

Decommissioning, ISFSI and Operating Reactor Branch
Division of Radiological Safety and Safeguards
Region IV

Accompanied by: Brittany Bolz, Health Physicist
Uranium Recovery and Materials Decommissioning Branch
Division of Decommissioning, Uranium Recovery and Waste Programs
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

Eric McManus, Health Physicist

Decommissioning, ISFSI and Operating Reactor Branch
Division of Radiological Safety and Security

Region IV

Approved by: Greg Warnick, Chief
Decommissioning, ISFSI and Operating Reactor Branch
Division of Radiological Safety and Safeguards
Region IV

Enclosure 2



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Sequoyah Fuels Corporation
NRC Inspection Report 040-08027/2023-001

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) performed a routine, announced, onsite health
and safety inspection on February 7-8, 2023, at the Sequoyah Fuels Corporation facility in
Gore, Oklahoma. The inspection included observations of site activities, independent radiation
surveys, review of records, and interviews with site personnel. In summary, the licensee was
conducting decommissioning activities in accordance with regulatory and license requirements
with one exception as described below.

Decommissioning Inspection Procedure for Materials Licensees

e The licensee was conducting decommissioning in accordance with the instructions provided
in the reclamation plan, and the work was conducted with an emphasis on worker safety.
(Section 1.2.a)

o The licensee implemented its radiation protection program in accordance with regulatory
and license requirements. Occupational exposures were well below the regulatory limits.
(Section 1.2.b)

e The licensee’s security and control of licensed material complied with regulatory
requirements. (Section 1.2.c)

o Based on a limited review, the licensee continued to manage its radioactive waste, storage,
and transportation programs. (Section 1.2.d)

e The licensee continued to implement environmental, effluent, and groundwater corrective
action programs in accordance with license and regulatory requirements. (Section 1.2.e)

e The licensee had sufficient staff for the work in progress. The licensee made two changes
using its performance-based license in 2022, and the changes were made in accordance
with license requirements. A violation was identified related to the licensee’s failure to
submit a required notification to the NRC in a timely manner. (Section 1.2.1)



Report Details

Site Status

Source Materials License SUB-1010, License Condition 51 requires Sequoyah Fuels
Corporation (the licensee) to conduct decommissioning activities in accordance with the
reclamation plan as described in its submittal dated January 4, 2008, as supplemented by letter
dated June 25, 2008 (Agency-wide Documents Access and Management System [ADAMS]
Accession Numbers ML080220345 and ML08196023). The reclamation plan called for
dismantlement and removal of systems and equipment, demolition of structures, treatment of
sludge and sediments, remediation of contaminated soils, and treatment of wastewater.
Consistent with the reclamation plan, most of the waste material by volume would be placed in
an onsite cell for permanent disposal.

Since the last routine inspection, conducted in April 2022 (ML22125A116), the licensee
continued to manage the decommissioning of the site in accordance with the reclamation plan
and site procedures. The licensee continued to remediate the areas in and around Pond 2, the
clarifier basins, and collection trench MWO010. The licensee continued to add waste material to
the disposal cell. Weather permitting, the licensee plans to place all contaminated material into
the disposal cell by the end of 2023, followed by construction of the remaining sections of the
final cover on the cell.

The NRC held a public meeting with the licensee on February 8, 2022 (ML22041B274) to
discuss the license’s proposed groundwater alternate concentration limit (ACL) application. The
NRC subsequently completed the pre-submission audit about two weeks later (ML22053A168).
During the inspection, the licensee indicated that the proposed ACL application was undergoing
final internal reviews, and the application may be submitted to the NRC in the near future.

1 Decommissioning Inspection Procedure for Materials Licensees (Inspection
Procedure 87104)
1.1 Inspection Scope

Determine if licensed decommissioning activities were being conducted in accordance
with NRC requirements as specified in regulations and the license. Verify if the
licensee’s materials decommissioning program is implemented in a manner to ensure
the safety and health of workers, the public, and protection of the environment.

1.2 Observation and Findings

a. Observation of Decommissioning Activities

License Condition 51 authorizes the licensee to implement the reclamation plan for
decommissioning the site. The inspector conducted site tours to observe
decommissioning activities in progress. The licensee’s contractor was actively
remediating collection trench MW010. The contractor was segregating clean material
from potentially contaminated material.

Contaminated material was being stockpiled within the disposal cell for eventual
spreading and compaction into the cell. The licensee has completed most of the
placement of the rock and clay soil on the side slope of the cell. One access road



remained in place on the southern end of the cell to allow heavy equipment access to
the top of the cell. Several areas had been remediated and radiologically sampled to
determine if additional material needs to be removed, or if the area has been effectively
remediated. A licensee representative estimated that approximately 20,000 cubic yards
of material was still required to be added to the existing material staged in the disposal
cell.

Pond 2 had been excavated to bedrock. The contractor was staging recently excavated
soil from around the pond within Pond 2 on a temporary basis for surveying and
sampling. The contractor was also removing and disposing of galvanized fencing that
had indications of fixed contamination.

Clay borrow areas that were no longer needed were being remediated. The stormwater
pond remained in service as a holdup pond prior to batch releases of effluents. Ponds
3W, 3E, and 4 had been previously remediated, but some of the pond berm material was
still in place for future reuse elsewhere on the site. Pond 5 remained open for storage of
nitrate-impacted groundwater. The licensee plans to keep Pond 5 in service until the
ACL application is approved by the NRC. As a precaution, the licensee does not
anticipate closing this pond until the NRC approves the licensee’s proposed alternate
concentration limits for groundwater.

The inspector observed the status of the collection tank being used for recovery of
leachate drainage from the disposal cell. The cell was constructed in three phases, and
the flow rates from each of the three phases were being recorded. The licensee’s
records indicate that the leachate flow rate from the Phase Il area of the cell was
significantly higher than the flow rates from the other two phases. The licensee’s records
also indicate that the overall flow rate was decreasing over time as the liquids in the cell
continue to drain out of the compacted waste material. During site tours, the licensee
indicated that ion exchange columns will eventually be installed to filter the leachate fluid
prior to sampling and release.

The inspector measured the ambient gamma radiation exposure rates during site tours
using a Thermo Scientific Radeye G meter (serial number 30932 with a calibration due
date of 11/9/23). With a background of 7-8 microRoentgen per hour (uR/hr), most areas
of the site measured at or near background levels. The top of the disposal cell measured
14-15 yR/hr, with a maximum measurement of 23 yR/hr. The highest measurement,
approximately 1,540 uR/hr, was identified inside the restricted area on the surface of a
locked cargo container containing drums of depleted uranium material staged for
disposal.

. Occupational Radiation Protection

Details of the licensee’s radiation protection program were provided in Attachment D to
the NRC-approved Reclamation Plan. The program requirements included external and
internal exposure monitoring, air sampling, respiratory protection, bioassay, hazardous
waste permits, contamination control, and instrumentation programs.

Attachment D, Section 2.4, states that external exposure monitoring, when required, will
be accomplished using optically stimulated luminescence dosimeters. Further, radiation
surveys may be performed to supplement personnel monitoring. As allowed by Title 10
of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 20.1501(a)(1), the licensee downgraded its



dosimetry requirements in 2011 based on actual results obtained from 2001-2010. At the
time of the inspection, the only workers required to be monitored for external exposures
were those authorized to operate the X-ray fluorescence analyzer. In calendar year
2022, the highest external dose received by an employee was 15 millirem.

Section 2.3 of Attachment D to the reclamation plan and License Condition 24 specify
the internal exposure monitoring requirements including action levels. Internal exposure
monitoring was conducted using breathing zone (lapel) air samplers during work
conducted under hazardous work permits related to moving material from the clarifier to
the disposal cell, and related to filling the depleted uranium tetrafluoride drums with
sand. The inspector reviewed the licensee’s records of air sampler use since the
previous inspection and determined that no individual exceeded an action level.

The inspector reviewed the licensee’s records for assigned doses. During 2021, the
licensee monitored 15 workers. The maximum total effective dose equivalent (combined
internal and external exposure) for an individual was 186 millirem, which was well below
the regulatory limits of 5000 millirem.

As of December 31, 2022, the licensee suspended its routine personal air sampling
program as allowed by 10 CFR 20.1502(b). For the monitoring periods 2019, 2020,
2021, and 2022, no employee received greater than or equal to 200 derived air
concentration (DAC)-hours in one year (10 percent of the annual limit of intake). The
maximum DAC-hours for any individual was 86 DAC-hours. The licensee maintains that
they will provide individual monitoring if necessary for future specific tasks.

The respiratory protection requirements are provided in Section 2.2 of Attachment D to
the reclamation plan. Since the previous inspection, the licensee has not needed to
issue respiratory protection for work under any hazardous work permit. The inspector
conducted a review of this program area and concluded that the licensee had
established procedures, provided training, conducted medical evaluations, and
possessed sufficient equipment.

The bioassay requirements are provided in Section 2.3 of Attachment D to the
reclamation plan. During 2022, the licensee collected 1,195 individual bioassay samples
on a weekly basis. All but one sample were below detection limits, and all samples were
below the 5 microgram per liter of urine evaluation level. As of December 31, 2022, the
licensee suspended their bioassay program. For the monitoring periods 2019, 2020,
2021, and 2022, there were no reported doses to individuals in excess of the evaluation
level of 5 microgram per liter of urine. The licensee maintains that they will provide
individual monitoring if necessary for specific tasks.

Hazardous work permits were used to describe specific or special worker protection
requirements for activities involving radioactive material that was not covered by a
procedure. In 2022, the licensee issued and closed 10 hazardous work permits. These
permits included personal protective equipment and monitoring requirements. Permits
were issued for work activities that included removing surface contamination in the
former decontamination pad, disposing of used chemicals in the disposal cell, and
hauling debris, soil and sand to the disposal cell. The inspector found that the licensee
implemented the hazardous work permit program for non-routine work activities in
accordance with the instructions provided in the reclamation plan.



The licensee established and implemented a contamination control program in
accordance with the requirements specified in Section 2.6 of Attachment D to the
reclamation plan. The various types of contamination control surveys included
equipment release surveys, spot checks of laundry, unrestricted area and restricted area
room surveys. The inspector reviewed a random sampling of the survey records and
concluded that the records provided information on the area or component surveyed,
instrumentation used to conduct the survey, and the results of the survey.

The inspector performed a spot check of the portable survey instruments in use at the
site. Instruments in use were found to be in calibration. The inspector also reviewed
surveys conducted within and outside the radiologically restricted area. Radiation survey
forms reviewed included daily routine contamination surveys, daily source checks,
equipment releases, quarterly dose rate surveys, quarterly contamination surveys of
unrestricted areas and other daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly or annual surveys. The
inspector concluded that the surveys were appropriately performed at the required
intervals.

License Condition 9.4 states, in part, that the licensee shall follow the guidance set forth
in Regulatory Guide 8.31, “Information Relevant to Ensuring that Occupational Radiation
Exposure at Uranium Recovery Facilities will be As Low As is Reasonably Achievable
(ALARA),” or NRC-approved equivalent. Regulatory Guide 8.31, Section C.2.5 states, in
part, that all new employees should be instructed by means of an established course in
the inherent risks of exposure to radiation and the fundamentals of protection against
exposure to uranium and its progeny before beginning their jobs. The licensee’s records
indicated that orientation and initial training was provided to new employees and
contractors during 2022. The licensee scheduled annual refresher training to site
workers in February 2023.

Security and Control of Radioactive Material

Regulations 10 CFR 20.1801 and 20.1802 provide requirements for security and control
of radioactive material. At the time of the inspection, security and control measures
included fences, gates, and visual observation by site staff. The drums of yellowcake
and depleted uranium material were staged onsite in locked containers. Based on
observations during site tours and interviews with site staff, the inspector concluded that
the licensee’s security and control of licensed material complied with regulatory
requirements.

Waste Generation, Storage and Transportation

The licensee possessed two locked cargo containers with barrels of radioactive material.
The material included natural uranium bound for a mill in Utah as alternate feed and
depleted uranium that the licensee planned to transfer or dispose. The licensee
continued to pursue its options for transfer or disposal of the drummed material. Since
the previous inspection, the licensee has not shipped any radioactive material, thus, the
inspector did not review the transportation program.

Public Dose, Effluent Releases and Environmental Monitoring

The licensee’s environmental protection program is defined in Chapter 5 of the
reclamation plan which was approved by the NRC by letter dated December 21, 2010



(ML102740446). The environmental monitoring program consisted of four fence line air
monitoring locations, storm water discharge from Outfall 008, and annual monitoring of
the ammonium nitrate fertilizer program. The licensee discontinued radon monitoring at
the fence line after the second quarter of 2019, due to consistently negligible radon
concentration values at the fence line. The State of Oklahoma Department of
Environmental Quality permits the land application of treated wastewater and the
discharge of storm water via Outfall 008 through the licensee’s Oklahoma Pollution
Discharge Eliminations System Permit. During site tours, the inspector observed that
effluent release points were monitored and outfalls were clear and available for
sampling.

The licensee submits semi-annual effluent monitoring reports, which include the fence
line air monitoring results and the outfall releases, to the NRC as required by 10 CFR
40.65. The inspector reviewed the licensee’s semi-annual effluent report for the first half
of 2022 dated August 10, 2022 (ML22335A093). At the time of the inspection,
semi-annual report for the second half of 2022 was not available for review. In the
absence of the completed second half report, the inspector reviewed monitoring and
analytical data contained in the monthly radiation safety officer progress reports. Reports
from June to December 2022 were reviewed. The inspector noted that the analytical
results indicated there were no airborne releases of uranium, thorium-230, or
radium-226 during the second half of 2022. Liquid samples from the storm water
discharged from Outfall 008 during the second half of 2022 indicated less than two
percent of the average annual limits for uranium, thorium-230, and radium-226. The
licensee has not performed land application of ammonium nitrate fertilizer during the
since 2020.

License Condition 49 requires the licensee to conduct groundwater compliance
monitoring in accordance with the groundwater monitoring plan (ML050680228). Routine
groundwater monitoring was conducted for the constituents of concern, and the
protection standards for each constituent were detailed in License Condition 49.B. The
licensee sampled the six background wells, 54 compliance wells, seven corrective action
monitoring locations, six seep and drainage locations, and four surface monitoring
locations on an annual basis. Seep and drainage locations were sampled on a quarterly
basis. The inspector determined that the monitoring results validated licensee
compliance with regulatory and license requirements.

The licensee maintained the groundwater corrective action plan (GCAP) (ML102380151)
approved by the NRC per License Condition 53. The purpose of the GCAP is to reduce
the hazardous constituents in the impacted compliance wells. As the site is
decommissioned and the contaminated soils and shales are excavated and placed in the
disposal cell, the source for contamination of the groundwater should be removed or
eliminated.

The inspector determined that the licensee was implementing the GCAP in accordance
with license and regulatory requirements. At the time of the inspection, the licensee is in
the process of completing the 2022 annual groundwater report. The annual groundwater
samples were collected in April, May, and June of 2022, and the quarterly sampling was
performed in March, June, September, and December of 2022. No groundwater
monitoring wells were plugged or abandoned since the last inspection.



Management Organization and Control

The licensee’s organizational structure is presented in Section 2.2 and Figure 2-1 of the
license renewal application, referenced in License Condition 9.1. The organizational
requirements for reclamation are also provided in Section 1.0 of the Quality Assurance
Program, referenced in License Condition 51.C. At the time of the inspection, the site
staff consisted of two licensee employees (the president and office manager) and
around 40 contractors. The number of contractors fluctuated based on work in progress.
Contractors also filled critical positions including the radiation safety officer and quality
assurance manager positions. The inspector concluded that the licensee had sufficient
staff to implement the requirements of the reclamation plan and the license.

The technical specifications, Attachment A to the reclamation plan, Section 1.5, states in
part that observations of construction practices and procedures shall be recorded by the
quality assurance manager on a daily basis. The inspector reviewed a selection of daily
observations to ensure that the manager was conducting daily observations and
verifying conformance with technical specification requirements. The observations
included estimates of quantities of material being transferred into the disposal cell on a
daily basis.

License Condition 54 provides the performance-based license requirements. Condition
54 .e requires the licensee to furnish in an annual report to the NRC the description of
changes, tests, and experiments including a summary of the safety and environmental
evaluation of each change. The licensee made two changes using the performance-
based license in 2022. The changes were summarized in the licensee’s correspondence
dated January 18, 2023. The first change involved the removal of collection trench
MWO010 and the second change involved modifications to the technical specifications for
the disposal cell topsoil.

Change CL022 was approved in February 2022 which modified the cover system due to
a revision in the revegetation specifications. The proposed seed mixture for the cover
topsoil was changed due to availability of the seed mix. This resulted in additional
changes to the erosion control and seed application methods. The inspector deferred the
technical review of this change to the NRC’s project manager.

Change CL023 was approved in December 2022 which allowed the collection trench
MWO010 to be removed by excavation. The trench was installed in 2003 and was used as
a groundwater hydraulic containment and pumpback system. The trench was discussed
in the groundwater monitoring and corrective action plans. The trench will be removed
as part of site decommissioning. The inspector noted that the trench was being
excavated during site tours.

License Condition 51.A states, in part, that the licensee shall submit a written request for
NRC approval prior to the installation of the radon barrier. By letter dated July 31, 2015
(ML15183A440), the NRC approved the installation of the 2-foot clay layer and high-
density polyethylene (HPDE) liner on all four sides of the disposal cell. The letter also
requested the licensee to provide written notification to the NRC prior to any other cover
installation work. However, at the time of the inspection, the licensee had installed most
of the drainage, subsoil layer, rock mulch, and topsoil layers on the side slopes of the
cell. These additional layers were installed over the 2-foot clay layer and the HDPE liner.
This additional work was conducted without a formal notification to the NRC. The



1.3

licensee’s failure to notify the NRC of the additional installation work was a violation of
License Condition 51.A requirements (VIO 040-08027/2023-01-01).

Conclusions

The licensee was conducting decommissioning in accordance with the instructions
provided in the reclamation plan, and the work was conducted with an emphasis on
worker safety.

The licensee implemented its radiation protection program in accordance with regulatory
and license requirements. Occupational exposures were well below the regulatory limits.

The licensee’s security and control of licensed material complied with regulatory
requirements.

Based on a limited review, the licensee continued to manage its radioactive waste,
storage, and transportation programs.

The licensee continued to implement environmental, effluent, and groundwater
corrective action programs in accordance with license and regulatory requirements.

The licensee had sufficient staff for the work in progress. The licensee made two
changes using its performance-based license in 2022, and the changes were made in
accordance with license requirements. A violation was identified related to the licensee’s
failure to submit a required notification to the NRC in a timely manner.

Exit Meeting Summary

The NRC inspector presented the inspection findings to the licensee’s representatives at
the conclusion of the onsite inspection. A final exit briefing was provided to the licensee
by teleconference on February 16, 2023. The licensee did not identify any proprietary
information provided to, or reviewed by, the inspector.



SUPPLEMENTAL INSPECTION INFORMATION
Partial List Of Persons Contacted

Licensee Personnel

J. Ellis, President
R. Miller, Health and Safety Manager/Radiation Safety Officer, RMA
K. Schlag, Quality Assurance Manager, RMA

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality

C. Smith, Environmental Programs Specialist

U.S. Department of Energy

D. Ravelojaona, Site Lead, RSI Entech

Inspection Procedures (IP) Used

IP 87104 Decommissioning for Materials Licensees

Items Opened, Closed and Discussed

Opened
040-08027/2023-01-01 VIO  Failure to submit required written notification to NRC
Closed
None
Discussed
None
List of Acronyms
ADAMS Agencywide Documents Access and Management System
ALARA As Low as is Reasonably Achievable
ACL alternate concentration limits
CFR Code of Federal Regulations
GCAP groundwater corrective action program
HDPE high-density polyethylene
IP Inspection Procedure
MR/hr microRoentgen per hour
NRC U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Attachment



