
From: Jennifer Tobin
To: Donnelly, Patrick
Cc: Soly Soto Lugo (She/Her)
Subject: FOR ACTION- RAI for Westinghouse Hematite Ash Part I (EPID L-2022-LLA-0177)
Date: Thursday, February 9, 2023 2:20:00 PM
Attachments: RAIs WEC Ash Part1.docx

Dear Patrick Donnelly:
 
By letter dated December 2, 2022, Westinghouse Electric Company, LLC (WEC) submitted
a request for a temporary license amendment for storage of specific Hematite ash at its
Columbia Fuel Fabrication Facility (CFFF) in Hopkins, South Carolina (Agencywide
Documents Access and Management System [ADAMS] Accession No. ML22336A174).
 
In conducting a detailed review of the license transfer request, we have identified a
technical area where additional information is needed in order to make a determination of
the adequacy of your request.  The specific area where additional information is needed is
stated in the enclosure to this email.
 
Please submit your response to this request for additional information by March 9th.  A
clarification call was held February 8, 2023. There were no changes to the draft RAI as a
result of the call. Upon receipt of complete RAI responses, the NRC staff will develop a
revised schedule for the licensing review, as needed.
 
In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 2.390 of the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) “Agency Rules of Practice and Procedure,” a
copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public
Document Room, or from the Publicly Available Records component of the NRC’s ADAMS.
The ADAMS database is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.
 
If you have any questions regarding this communication, please contact me by telephone at
301-415-2328, or via e-mail at Jennifer.Tobin@nrc.gov.
 
Thank you,
-Jenny
 
 
Jenny Tobin
Project Manager
NMSS/DFM/FFLB
WAH  Phone 301-415-2328 or 443-980-6077
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Request for Additional Information (EPID L-2022-LLA-0177)

Westinghouse Hematite Ash Request (Part I)



By letter dated December 2, 2022, Westinghouse Electric Company, LLC (WEC) submitted a request for a temporary license amendment for storage of specific Hematite ash at its Columbia Fuel Fabrication Facility (CFFF) in Hopkins, South Carolina (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System [ADAMS] Accession No. ML22336A174).



Regulatory Basis



10 CFR 74.31(a) requires the licensee to implement and maintain a material control and accounting (MC&A) system that will achieve specific performance objectives. Particularly, 10 CFR 74.31(a)(1) requires that the licensee confirm the presence of special nuclear material (SNM). The principal methods of confirming the presence of SNM are to maintain current knowledge of the SNM currently in possession, and to periodically perform a physical inventory of the SNM. In accordance with 10 CFR 74.31(c)(6), the licensee is required to maintain current knowledge of items to provide timely, accurate, reliable information about the quantity and location of materials in their possession. In accordance with the requirements in 10 CFR 74.31(c)(5), the licensee is required to conduct a physical inventory that verifies the presence of all SNM it currently possesses as stated in its accounting records. In accordance with 10 CFR 74.31(c)(4), the licensee is required in each inventory period to control the total MC&A measurement uncertainty so that twice its standard of error is less than the greater of 9000 grams uranium-235 or 0.25 percent of the active inventory. In accordance with the requirements in 10 CFR 74.31(d), the licensee is required to establish and maintain records that demonstrate compliance with the requirements of 10 CFR 74.31(c). 



Request for Additional Information (RAI)



A) In the submittal letter, the licensee requests a temporary license condition to store the nine drums of incinerator ash for a duration not to exceed six months after issuance of the amendment. In Enclosures 1 and 2 of the submittal letter, the licensee provides specific information for the nine drums, including identification and quantity values for the drums and inner containers. However, it is unclear if the values provided in the enclosures, specifically in the table in Enclosure 2, are based on shipper’s values or receiver measurements. Provide clarification for the basis of the values provided in Enclosure 2; whether these are the values that will be maintained for the requested duration of storage; and, if applicable, what values and measurement uncertainty will be used if the licensee’s annual physical inventory occurs during the requested duration of storage.



B) In Enclosure 2 of the submittal letter, the licensee indicates that the nine drums are currently stored in an intermodal container suspended off the ground on a flatbed container and will remain in their current configuration until a plan for further processing is submitted to the NRC. However, it is unclear how the integrity of the drums or the intermodal container is maintained for the requested duration of storage to preserve the current knowledge of the material. Provide a description of the measures in place to ensure that the integrity of the material is maintained for the duration of storage, and how the records for the material will be maintained.








