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The NRC staff recommends approval of Xcel Energy’s request to consolidate the 

emergency operations facilities (EOFs) for the Monticello and Prairie Island nuclear power 
plants and their common backup EOF into a new combined EOF at Xcel Energy headquarters 
in Minneapolis.  In its analysis of Xcel’s request, the staff examined several factors, including 
the technical and communications capabilities of the facility, its capacity to address a multi-site 
event, and the experience and training of the personnel available at Xcel’s headquarters to 
operate the EOF.  The staff also considered Xcel’s commitment to conduct a drill involving 
simultaneous events at two sites served by the consolidated EOF to demonstrate that there 
would be no reduction in emergency preparedness capabilities from the proposed consolidation.  
Based on its analysis, the NRC staff concluded that the proposed relocation “would not 
adversely impact the ability of the EOF to continue to effectively support Xcel Energy’s 
emergency response at” Monticello and Prairie Island and that “protective measures can and 
will be implemented in the event of a radiological emergency at the reactor sites that the Xcel 
Energy consolidated EOF serves.”  In addition, the Minnesota and Wisconsin agencies with 
emergency response roles concur with the proposed consolidation.  The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency also found that the proposed consolidation would not negatively impact 
offsite emergency plans and procedures.  For these reasons, I approve Xcel’s request to 
consolidate the Monticello and Prairie Island EOFs into a new facility at its headquarters.  
Consistent with the principles of the Tribal Policy Statement, the staff should discuss NRC’s 
evaluation of the request with the Prairie Island Indian Community prior to the issuance of the 
license amendment.       
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