
UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

REGION I
475 ALLENDALE ROAD – SUITE 102
KING OF PRUSSIA, PA  19406-1415

February 1, 2023

Robert W. Kratzer, Radiation Safety Officer
Valley Inspection Services, Inc.
430 Business Park Lane,
Allentown, PA  18109

SUBJECT: VALLEY INSPECTION SERVICES, INC., REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION, MAIL CONTROL NO. 633754

Dear Mr. Kratzer:

This is in reference to your letter dated September 20, 2022 (received by the NRC on
December 6, 2022), requesting to amend NRC License No. 37-28385-01. The items below 
reference the NRC’s guidance contained in NUREG-1556, Volume 2, Revision 1, which can be 
found online at: https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-
collections/nuregs/staff/sr1556/v2/index.html. In order to continue our review, we need the 
following additional information:

1. NUREG-1556, Volume 2, Revision 1, describes the information necessary to support a 
request for authorization to perform radiography source recovery (retrieval). Specifically, 
the elements necessary to support an applicant’s request is covered in Section 
8.10.9.12, starting on page 8-50, and a suggested example procedure is provided in 
Appendix N of the NUREG. Consistent with the above, please address the following:

a. Section 8.10.9.12 requires subject procedures to include a “Warnings stating that 
only specifically authorized individuals, or personnel supervised by such 
authorized individuals and working in their presence, are allowed to perform 
recovery.” Your cover letter and supporting training certificate identify Michael R. 
Kratzer to perform or directly supervise any recovery/retrieval effort. However, 
your procedure identifies in the “Scope” Section Item 2 and 3 that the procedure 
may be used by you, the Radiation Safety Officer, or a designee. Please modify 
the language in these sections to specifically identify only those individuals who 
have received the requisite source retrieval/recovery training.

b. Section 8.10.9.12 requires subject procedures to identify “Expedient methods of 
reducing unintended exposure to staff and the public, such as cranking out the 
source fully into the collimator (if there are no kinks in the guide tube) to provide 
some shielding from the source (see Appendix N of this NUREG), using lead 
shot bags, sandbags, steel plates, remote handling devices, and culverts cut 
lengthwise.” Your procedure, in several places, utilizes the collimator as a 
method of reducing exposure, and in “Source Hang-up” Item 7 directs the use of 
“sufficient shielding to reduce personnel exposure.”

You are encouraged to identify necessary equipment at the beginning of the 
procedure (e.g. remote handling tools, and available/necessary shielding such as 
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bags of lead shot or steel plates), rather than to introduce these items 
sporadically throughout the procedure. You are further encouraged to make 
liberal use of additional shielding in your procedure to reduce exposure to staff 
and the public. For example, your procedure directs a user to locate the 
radiography source using a survey meter in “Direct Hot Stick Into Device-Outlet 
Port” Item ‘a’ which is an action that can be greatly assisted by use of additional 
shielding in conjunction with an appropriate survey meter. 
 
Please modify your procedures to clearly identify additional shielding that should 
be available and used in the course of a retrieval/recovery operation. 
 

c. Section 8.10.9.12 requires the subject procedure to identify “Additional dosimetry 
to be used during source recovery {e.g., pocket dosimeters with a range greater 
than 2 mSv [200 mrem] or finger badges}.” Your procedure requires that all 
personnel wear “appropriate dosimetry,” but does not address what this may 
consist of, and in the “Source Hang-Up” section mentions the use of a ring TLD 
or dosimeter on the wrist.  
 
Please identify all equipment, including dosimetry, at the beginning of the 
procedure to ensure personnel responsible for dispatching to a site can readily 
confirm they have prepared the necessary emergency response equipment. In 
addition, you may consider having high-range direct reading dosimeters, ring 
dosimeters, or spare TLDs for use in these operations. Please modify your 
procedure identify the dosimetry required to be used. 
 

d. Section 8.10.9.12 requires subject procedures to identify “Methods of restricting 
access to the area, including establishing a restricted area and obtaining outside 
help in controlling access.” Your procedure does not identify the methods of 
restricting access (e.g. use of “Caution” tape, rope, cones, direct use of 
personnel or site staff on stair or elevator access points), nor does the procedure 
describe if, when, or how to use outside help in controlling access. Please modify 
your procedures to address these methods of restricting access and if, when, or 
how to obtain outside help in controlling access. 

 
e. Section 8.10.9.12 requires the subject procedure to include a “[prohibition on] the 

use of alarming ratemeters or electronic dosimeters or pocket ionization 
chambers as substitutes for radiation survey instruments.” Please modify your 
procedures to include this prohibition. 

 
f. Section 8.10.9.12 requires the subject procedure to include “criteria for 

requesting outside assistance.” Your procedure included a reference to 
Sentinel/AEA (i.e. QSA Global) in the “Scope” section, Item 8. Please modify 
your procedures to address the criteria for when you would request outside 
assistance from Sentinal/AEA (QSA Global) or another qualified entity. 
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g. Section 8.10.9.12 requires the subject procedure to include, as applicable, 
“Notification to the NRC or Agreement State.” Your procedure does not appear to 
include any requirement for evaluation of the situation for reportability. As a 
reminder, situations that are addressed by your procedure may include 
reportability under 10 CFR 30.50(b)(2) and/or 10 CFR 34.101. The NRC 
published Regulatory Issue Summary 2005-15 “Reporting Requirements for 
Damaged Industrial Radiography Equipment” (enclosed with this letter), and 
included some example notifications in NUREG-1556, Volume 2, Revision 1, 
Table 8-3 “Regulatory-Required Notifications; Typical NRC Notifications 
Required for Radiography Licensees” (page 8-48).  
 
Please review these regulations and publications and modify your procedure to 
address the need to evaluate and, as applicable, make a required notification to 
the appropriate regulatory body. 

 
2. Your submitted procedure, under the “Source Hang-Up” Section, Item 8, includes 

examples of corrective repairs/remedies which involve a hammer and potential cutting 
action. These steps should be explicitly prohibited in cases where the source location is 
known or suspected to be near the location that such techniques are to be employed, 
both for ALARA considerations and higher potential to compromise the integrity of the 
radiographic source. Please add additional descriptive language to this section, and any 
subsequent section where potentially destructive techniques may be employed. 

 
We will continue our review upon receipt of this information. Please reply to Mr. Jason vonEhr’s 
attention at:   
 

R1DRSSMail.Resource@nrc.gov 
Reference – Jason vonEhr 
Mail Control No. 633754 

 
In order to continue prompt review of your application, we request that you submit your 
response to this letter within 15 calendar days from the date of this letter. 
 
An electronic version of the NRC’s regulations is available on the NRC Web Site at:  
www.nrc.gov. Additional information regarding use of radioactive materials may be obtained on 
the NRC Web Site at:  http://www.nrc.gov/materials/miau/mat-toolkits.html. This site also 
provides the link to the toolbox for updated information on the revised regulations for naturally-
occurring and accelerator-produced radioactive materials (NARM).  
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Agency Rules of Practice and Procedure,” a 
copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public 
Document Room or from the NRC’s document system (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the 
NRC Web Site at:  http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. Please be aware that you may 
request that certain portions of your submittal to NRC be withheld form public disclosure as 
proprietary information. To do this, you must execute an affidavit as specified in 10 CFR 2.390. 
You must list all portions that you wish to be held proprietary, along with your reasoning as to 
why that is appropriate. While it is allowable, please refrain from submitting proprietary 
information in support of a license unless necessary. Keep in mind that all NRC licenses are 
considered to be in the public domain, and therefore may be viewed by any member of the 
public who requests to see them. 
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If you have any questions regarding this request for additional information, please contact Mr. 
Jason vonEhr at (610) 337-5256 or via electronic mail at Jason.vonEhr@nrc.gov. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Betsy Ullrich, Senior Health Physicist 
Commercial, Industrial, R&D 
  and Academic Branch 
Division of Radiological Safety and Security 
Region I 
 

 
License No. 37-28385-01  
Docket No. 030-31172 
Mail Control No. 633754  
 
Enclosure:  

Regulatory Issue Summary 2005-15 “Reporting Requirements for Damaged Industrial 
Radiography Equipment” 

  

Elizabeth 
Ullrich

Digitally signed by Elizabeth Ullrich 
Date: 2023.02.01 13:56:26 -05'00'
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VALLEY INSPECTION SERVICES, INC., REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, MAIL 
CONTROL NO. 633754 DATED FEBRUARY 1, 2023 
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