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MEMORANDUM TO: Richard Chang, Chief
Licensing Projects Branch
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Ekaterina Lenning, Project Manager /RA/
Licensing Projects Branch
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF APRIL 18, 2022, MEETING WITH NUCLEAR
ENERGY INSTITUTE REGULATORY ISSUES TASK FORCE
(EPID L-2019-TOP-0044)

On April 18, 2022, a public meeting was held between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) staff and representatives of the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) Regulatory Issues Task
Force. The meeting was held in a hybrid format (i.e., attendance in-person, virtual, and
teleconference) and all in-person attendees followed the guidance for visitors to NRC facilities
on NRC-sponsored events located on the NRC COVID-19 Update public website:
https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/covid-19/index.html. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss
regulatory issues associated with licensing and oversight. The meeting notice is available in the
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) under Accession

No. ML22104A047, and the presentation slides are located in ADAMS under Accession

No. ML22103A083. A list of attendees is provided as an enclosure to this memorandum.

The NRC staff began the public meeting with an introduction and explanation of logistical
information. Mike King, Deputy Director of the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation for Reactor
Safety Programs and Mission Support, NRC, and Brett Titus, Technical Advisor, NEI, provided
opening remarks. The topics discussed during the meeting are summarized below. At the end
of the presentation, the public had an opportunity to ask questions of the NRC staff. No
regulatory decisions were made during this meeting.

Innovation/EMBARK: Update on Web-based licensing requests and update on MAP-X

The NRC staff provided an update on Innovation/EMBARK activities including updates on web-
based relief requests (WRRs) and MAP-X that was created to empower stakeholders with a
secure, flexible, and personalized self-service gateway to retrieve, submit, and interact with
regulatory related information and assessment tools through a standard web browser.

The NRC staff stated that WRRs were launched on April 5, 2021, and 13 WRRs were submitted
so far (Arizona Public Service Company (1), Tennessee Valley Authority (1), Xcel Energy (11))



R. Chang -2-

and two are already completed/authorized. The NRC staff indicated that less than 50 total
project hours and less than 10 project manager hours were billed for each project.

The NRC staff discussed the benefits for the WRRs, explaining that web-based submittals are
more flexible than the electronic information exchange, text automatically transferers to the NRC
electronic safety evaluation, and the subsequent submittals become easier. The NRC staff
highlighted the following WRR improvements suggested by industry stakeholders: availability of
the NRC review status, more detailed instructions and tips, formatting and appearance of the
submittals, a standard submission template, previews in the Word file, and a faster user
credentials process.

While providing the update on MAP-X, the NRC staff mentioned its benefits for the NRC (it
allows for the streamlining of incoming data, and increases processing efficiency and
automation) and for the licensees (access is enabled anywhere, it is centralized, flexible,
secure, personalized, has a built-in ability to clone previous submittals, provides data validation
and auto-populated fields, and allows users to create, edit, preview, submit, and receive
confirmation).

The NRC staff stated that the goals are to deploy the licensee event report module in 2022, to
identify and prioritize future modules, and for continuous Improvement.

The NRC staff encouraged industry to provide feedback and mentioned that the NRC is
planning to have a public meeting on WRRs in the near future.

The NEI representatives provided feedback stating that such new tools that relieve
administrative burden are very beneficial for industry’s future licensing submittals. They
highlighted good communication between the NRC staff and licensees and more efficient
reviews.

Update on Risk-informed Process for Evaluations (RIPE) and Discussion on Exclusions
using RIPE in Support of the Technical Specifications’ Changes

The NRC provided an update on RIPE indicating that RIPE Revision 2 to the Safety Impact
Characterization (SIC) Guidance includes changes to the guidelines for characterizing the
safety impact of issues.

The NRC staff stated that TSG-DORL-2021-01 was being revised to remove limitations on
technical specification (TS) changes, added the TS Branch as lead for the TS change in license
amendment requests (LARs) submitted under RIPE, and included clarification that a TS LAR
submitted under RIPE must demonstrate that the Probabilistic Risk Assessment considerations
described in the TSG-DORL-2021-01 justify that the requested change is not significant to
public health and safety. The NRC plans to complete and issue SIC guidance in June 2022.

The NRC emphasized the importance of pre-application activities for RIPE submittals that would
support efficiency of the NRC’s reviews.

The NEI representatives asked the NRC staff to indicate if industry’s support on RIPE is
needed. The NRC staff stated that there is a need to address any lessons learned and to
engage broader stakeholder groups to highlight the potential benefit of using RIPE when TS
changes are involved.
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The NEI representatives provided feedback highlighting the value of pre-submittal meetings,
audits, and requests for confirmation of information.

Discussion on Best Practices in Communications for the Review of Licensing Actions

As a continuation to the previous topic, the NRC emphasized the importance of open
communication and applicants’ early engagement with the NRC when planning for future
submittals.

The NEI representatives stated that early communications with the NRC on future licensing
submittals are very beneficial.

Updated on Standard Review Plan Modernization Effort

The NRC staff provided an update on the status of Standard Review Plan Modernization
(SRPMod) effort that included the background, detailed overview of the benefits for modernizing
the SRP, assessment of the SRPMod effort, outcome from the assessment with the outline of
what is changing, specifics on the revised SRP project plan, and next steps that includes plans
for obtaining industry feedback and scheduling a public meeting in summer 2022. The NRC staff
mentioned plans for submitting batches of modernized SRP sections to the Office of
Management and Budget for review, with the first batch submittal planned for summer 2022.

The NRC staff reiterated that the SRPMod effort focuses on what is important to safety and to
provide guidance that is focused on the requirements. The SRPMod effort goals are the
development of clear and concise guidance for completing reviews and the improved quality of
the NRC review products including requests for additional information (RAIs) and safety
evaluations (SEs).

The NEI representatives indicated that they would continue to monitor the progress of this effort
and will offer their support as needed. The NEI representatives asked the NRC staff to let NEI
know if the need for support is identified.

Industry Notice of the Enforcement Discretion/Emergency License Amendment Request
Desk Guide Development

NEI opened the discussion to provide an update on the status of the notice of enforcement
discretion (NOED)/emergency license amendment request desk guide being developed by
industry. The NRC staff emphasized the need for early and clear communications during the
NOED/potential emergency amendment situations. The NRC staff indicated that a checklist with
standard questions might be developed to assist in assessing such situations.

The NEI representatives also stated that there is constant communication between the sites and
their corporate offices.

Overview of Changes to LIC-500, Revision 9, “Topical Report Process”

The NRC staff presented an overview of the changes to the LIC-500, Revision 9, “Topical
Report Process.” The NRC staff indicated that three new review pathways for the topical reports
(TRs), which were added to increase the efficiency and timeliness of the reviews: compressed,
uncomplicated, and SE confirmation reviews, noting that the traditional standard review remains
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available also. The NRC staff described added review process efficiencies that include e-mail
transmittals of RAIs, draft and final SEs, audits, and four new NRC forms (895-898).

The NRC staff provided a detailed overview of the TRs’ review pathways criteria for each type of
review that are reflected in the picture below:

Topical Report (TR) Review Pathways Criteria

Uncomplicated

. Compressed . SE Confirmation
Standard Review P s Review .
Review ( ) Review
2-Yrs.+ 6 months —
( ) (1-Yr.) (3 — 6 months)
1-Yr.)
) 3 fr—
Not a Not a .
; - Previously Previously
previously —|  previously — | approved TR
approved TR approved TR approved TR PP
e - — —_—
S ) SR )
Proposed TR Proposed TR
c | TI;on-c?;)':nplex chqnges and changes/revisio
ompiex TRs S, WIth Scope revisions are ns are minimal
| | withscope | | requiring less | | extensive (not | (very limited)
requiring effort than minimal), and !
e eff Standard h ¢ and the scope
extensive effort andar the scope o of the review is
Review the review is narrow
narrow
— — N J N~  J

The NRC staff explained in detail the process for standard, compressed, and uncomplicated
and SE confirmation reviews.

The NRC staff also described the current TR review prioritization that is based on the business
line or agency priority, the TR’s relation to the direct response to a safety significant event, the
level of safety significance, the schedule priority, and if the TR is accident tolerant fuel related.
The NRC is currently reviewing these priorities and is considering including additional ones,
such as: complexity of the submittal, requested timeline, if the submittal is related to a future
licensing action, resource availability for the review, and exigent requests.

The NEI representatives thanked the staff for the update and asked the NRC staff to let NEI
know if the need for support is identified.

Proprietary Reviews
The NRC led a discussion on a limited number of submittals that contain proprietary information

to highlight recent occurrences that have made NRC reviews of proprietary withholding requests
more complicated.
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Additionally, the NRC reminded the stakeholders to refer to the 10 CFR 2.390(b)(4)(ii) and
10 CFR 2.390(b)4(iv) when identifying proprietary information, so no publicly available
information is marked as proprietary.

The NRC also reminded the industry to refer to the publicly available LIC-204, Revision 4,
“‘Handling Requests to Withhold Proprietary Information from Public Disclosure” (ADAMS
Accession No. ML20049A139), and that the applicants need to work with the NRC project
managers to resolve any issues with the submittals.

Accident Tolerant Fuel Next Steps and Coordination

The NRC led discussion on the ATF next steps and coordination. The NRC emphasized the
importance of open discussions, early engagements, and pre-application activities for future
ATF submittals that will support NRC’s resource planning and streamlined reviews.

NEI's Feedback on the Virtual 2022 Regulatory Information Conference

The 2022 Regulatory Information Conference (RIC) was held March 8 through March 10 in a
hybrid format (the in-person component followed all applicable safety guidelines), which
consisted of several plenary sessions and 30 technical sessions.

The NEI representatives provided feedback stating that they appreciated the 2022 RIC focus on
the new reactors, but they also would like to see topics such as the use of diverse and flexible
coping strategies in licensing submittals on the agenda.

The NRC action item regarding a follow-up with NEI on the ways and timeframes for the
stakeholders to submit future RIC topics of interest to the NRC was resolved.

No comments or questions were received at the meeting from members of the public.

Please direct any inquiries to Ekaterina Lenning at Ekaterina.Lenning@nrc.gov.

Docket No. 99902028
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