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Comments of Commissioner David A. Wright, SECY-21-0109: Rulemaking Plan on Use of 
Increased Enrichment of Conventional and Accident Tolerant Fuel Designs for 

Light-Water Reactors 

I approve the staff’s proposal to initiate a rulemaking on the use of light-water reactor (LWR) fuel 
containing uranium enriched to greater than 5.0 weight percent uranium-235 (U-235).  This 
rulemaking should provide greater regulatory certainty and a more effective and efficient 
process for stakeholders interested in using fuels for LWRs containing uranium enriched to 
greater than 5.0 weight percent U-235, up to 10 weight percent.  I support the staff’s plan to 
conduct a comprehensive review of regulations associated with the full life cycle of fuels during 
the development of the regulatory basis for this rulemaking, including ongoing activities related 
to research on fuel fragmentation, relocation, and dispersal (FFRD).  The staff should take a 
risk-informed approach when developing this rule and the associated regulatory basis. A sound 
regulatory framework that addresses issues like enrichment, fabrication, transportation, 
utilization, and storage for high-assay low-enriched uranium (HALEU) fuel will support the 
efficient and effective licensing of advanced reactors.  

I agree with Commissioner Baran that the provisions of the rule should only apply to HALEU 
fuel, both for nonproliferation and safeguards reasons and to focus the staff’s analysis on the 
range of enrichment most likely to be contemplated in future applications. 

I also approve the staff’s recommendation that the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards 
review the proposed and final rules and that the staff engage the Committee to Review Generic 
Requirements early during development of the regulatory basis if there is any indication of a 
potential backfit.  I agree with the staff that review by the Advisory Committee on the Medical 
Use of Isotopes is not necessary given the scope of the proposed rulemaking. 


	VS-SECY-21-0109_DAW
	POLICY ISSUE
	NOTATION VOTE
	RESPONSE SHEET
	FROM: Commissioner Wright

	DAW Comments on SECY-21-0109

		2022-03-09T12:54:07-0500
	David A. Wright




