
Mr. Mark Kautsky, UMTRCA Program Manager
U.S. Department of Energy
Office of Legacy Management
2597 Legacy Way
Grand Junction, CO  81503

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRELIMINARY FINAL LONG-TERM SURVEILLANCE 
PLAN FOR THE WESTERN NUCLEAR, INC. SPLIT ROCK URANIUM MILL 
TAILINGS DISPOSAL SITE, WYOMING

Dear Mr. Kautsky:

On November 16, 2021, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) submitted the cover letter for the 
Preliminary Final Long-Term Surveillance Plan (PFLTSP) for the Split Rock UMTRCA Title II 
Disposal Site (LTSP)1 to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).  Due to the large size 
of the PFLTSP document, the DOE uploaded the Split Rock PFLTSP2 associated with the cover 
letter to the electronic submittals system on the NRC’s website on November 18, 2021.  The 
DOE had submitted its initial draft LTSP by cover letter dated April 29, 2020.3  The DOE 
submitted a revised draft LTSP to the NRC by e-mail dated September 21, 2020,4 by e-mail 
dated October 15, 2020,5 and by letter dated May 3, 2021.6  These documents addressed and 
resolved issues the NRC staff had previously identified.  

The NRC staff has completed its review of the preliminary final LTSP as documented in the 
staff’s Preliminary Final Technical Evaluation Report (enclosed).  The NRC staff determined that 
the contents of the preliminary final LTSP is consistent with associated criteria in NUREG-1620 
Appendix D and satisfies the associated requirements in Title 10 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (10 CFR) Part 40.28 and 10 CFR Part 40, Appendix A for the long-term 
surveillance and maintenance of the Split Rock tailings disposal site.  

The DOE has informed the NRC that the final LTSP will be submitted for the NRC’s final review 
and concurrence in accordance with 10 CFR 40.28.  The final LTSP will consist of the 
preliminary final LTSP with the inclusion of updated information on the custodial agency's land 
ownership consistent with guidance in Section D2.2.1 of Appendix D in NUREG-1620 (e.g., real 
estate instruments, land transaction information, and any updates to the description of land 
ownership) and in accordance with requirements in 10 CFR Part 40.  

1 Agencywide Documents Access and Management System [ADAMS] Accession No. ML21323A182.
2 ADAMS Accession No. ML21323A184.
3 ADAMS Accession Nos. ML20140A363 (Cover Letter) and ML20140A364 (Draft Revised LTSP).
4 ADAMS Accession Nos. ML20366A083 (E-mail Transmittal) and ML20366A084 (Draft Revised LTSP).
5 ADAMS Accession Nos. ML20366A063 (E-mail Transmittal) and ML20366A061 (Draft Revised LTSP).
6 ADAMS Accession Nos. ML21125A622 (Cover Letter) and ML21125A623 (Draft Revised LTSP).
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In accordance with 10 CFR Section 2.390 of the NRC’s “Agency Rules of Practice and 
Procedure,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC 
Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records component of the NRC’s 
ADAMS.  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at https://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Tom Lancaster by e-mail to 
Thomas.Lancaster@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

Tom Lancaster, Project Manager
Uranium Recovery and Materials
  Decommissioning Branch
Division of Decommissioning, Uranium Recovery
  and Waste Program
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards 

Docket No.:   40-1162

Enclosure:
Preliminary Final Technical Evaluation Report

cc:  Lawrence Corte, WNI
       Nicole Keller, DOE
       Jay Glascock, DOE
       Brandi O’Brien, WYDEQ

Signed by Lancaster, Thomas
 on 03/15/22

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html
mailto:Thomas.Lancaster@nrc.gov
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* via email

N. Keller
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