
Enclosure 

REQUEST FOR SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 
 

DOCKET NO.: 40-3392 
 
LICENSE NO.: SUB-526 
 
LICENSEE: HONEYWELL METROPOLIS WORKS 
 
SUBJECT: TRIENNIAL UPDATE TO DECOMMISSIONING FUNDING PLAN 
 
By letter dated January 5, 2022 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
Accession No. ML22011A197), Honeywell International Inc. (Honeywell) provided an updated 
decommissioning funding plan (DFP) for its Metropolis, Illinois facility.  The U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) identified the following information that is needed to complete its 
acceptance review of Honeywell’s submittal, and for proceeding with a detailed technical review. 
 
1. Factors to consider when updating the decommissioning cost estimate (DCE). 
 

• Spills of radioactive material.  
 

Issue: 
 
The 2022 DCE state that the “site characterization completed in 2009 focused on plant 
and non-plant surface and subsurface soils…” and that “…a significant volume of 
impacted soil was identified beyond the volume estimated in the 2006 Site Reclamation 
Cost Estimate Report” (Page 18 of the DCE).  The 2022 DCE further explains that 
“…routine characterization surveys performed since 2009 do not indicate that the 
amount of impacted surface and subsurface soil material needs to be revised” (Page 19 
of the DCE). 
 
Regulatory Basis: 
 
The regulations in 10 CFR, Paragraph 40.36(d)(2) require, in part, that “…the 
decommissioning funding plan must be resubmitted with adjustments as necessary to 
account for changes in costs and the extent of contamination…  The decommissioning 
funding plan must update the information submitted with the original or prior approved plan, 
and must specifically consider the effect of the following events on decommissioning costs:  
(i) Spills of radioactive material producing additional residual radioactivity in onsite 
subsurface material…” 
 
Request: 
 
If no spills of radioactive material have occurred since the 2019 DFP submission, 
please provide an affirmative statement that there have been no spills of radioactive 
material since the 2019 submission. 
 
Guidance: 
 
Section A.3.2, Adjusting the Cost Estimate, of NUREG-1757, Vol. 3, Rev. 1 provides 
guidance on adjusting the cost estimate to include spills of radioactive material. 
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• Waste inventory increases. 
 
Issue: 
 
The 2022 DCE includes a detailed appendix summarizing waste volumes (Appendix A-2 
- Waste Volume Summary).  However, no description is provided regarding how the 
waste inventory in the 2022 DCE compares to the waste inventory in the 2019 DCE.  
 
Regulatory Basis: 
 
The regulations in 10 CFR, Paragraph 40.36(d)(2) require, in part, that “…the 
decommissioning funding plan must be resubmitted with adjustments as necessary to 
account for changes in costs and the extent of contamination...The decommissioning 
funding plan must update the information submitted with the original or prior approved plan, 
and must specifically consider the effect of the following events on decommissioning 
costs:…(ii) Waste inventory increasing above the amount previously estimated;” 
 
Request: 
 
Provide a discussion comparing the waste inventory in the 2022 DCE with that from the 
2019 DCE. 
 
Guidance: 
 
Section A.3.2, Adjusting the Cost Estimate, of NUREG-1757, Vol. 3, Rev. 1 provides 
guidance on adjusting the cost estimate to include waste inventory increases.   

 
• Changes in authorized possession limits. 

 
Issue: 
 
The 2022 DCE does not state whether there have been any changes in authorized 
possession limits since the previous DFP.  However, the possession limits described in 
the certification of financial assurance appear to have been updated since the DFP was 
submitted on January 4, 2019, including by: 
 
- Adding a new line item for 1 microcurie total of “any licensed material between 

atomic number 84-95,” and 
 

- Removing a line item for possession of Cs-137, which stated that “No single source 
[is] to exceed the maximum activity specified in the certificate of registration issued 
by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission or an Agreement State” (January 2019 
Certification of Financial Assurance). 

 
Regulatory Basis: 
 
The regulations in 10 CFR, Paragraph 40.36(d)(2) require, in part, that “…the 
decommissioning funding plan must be resubmitted with adjustments as necessary to 
account for changes in costs and the extent of contamination...The decommissioning 
funding plan must update the information submitted with the original or prior approved plan, 
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and must specifically consider the effect of the following events on decommissioning 
costs:…(v) Changes in authorized possession limits.” 
 
Request: 
 
If there have been changes in the authorized possession limits since DFP update, 
please provide an affirmative statement about whether there have been any changes in 
authorized possession limits since the previous (i.e., 2019) DFP update. 
 
Guidance: 
 
Section A.3.2, Adjusting the Cost Estimate, of NUREG-1757, Vol. 3, Rev. 1 provides 
guidance on adjusting the cost estimate to include changes in authorized possession 
limits.   

 
• Actual remediation costs that exceed the previous cost estimate.  

 
Issue: 
 
The 2022 DCE does not discuss actual remediation. 
 
Regulatory Basis: 
 
The regulations in 10 CFR, Paragraph 40.36(d)(2) require, in part, that “…the 
decommissioning funding plan must be resubmitted with adjustments as necessary to 
account for changes in costs and the extent of contamination...The decommissioning 
funding plan must update the information submitted with the original or prior approved plan, 
and must specifically consider the effect of the following events on decommissioning 
costs:…(vi) Actual remediation costs that exceed the previous cost estimate.” 
 
Request: 
 
If there have been actual remediation costs to consider since the 2019 DFP update, 
provide an affirmative statement that there have been no actual remediation costs to 
consider since the 2019 DFP update. 
 
Guidance: 
 
Section A.3.2, Adjusting the Cost Estimate, of NUREG-1757, Vol. 3, Rev. 1 provides 
guidance on adjusting the cost estimate to include actual remediation costs that exceed 
the previous cost estimate. 
 

2. Disposition of inventory 
 

Issue: 
 
The 2022 DCE states that, “The uranium inventory stored at Honeywell is customer 
owned and the customers are responsible for the retrieval of the material” (Page 4 of the 
DCE).  Similar language included in the 2019 DCE was inconsistent with NRC 
requirements and guidance. 
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Regulatory Basis: 
 
The regulations in 10 CFR, Paragraph 40.36(d)(1)(ii), require, in part, that “…Each 
decommissioning funding plan must be submitted for review and approval and must 
contain identification of and justification for using the key assumptions contained in the 
DCE…” 
 
Request: 
 
Provide confirmation that all customer contracts specify that the customers are 
responsible for the disposition of inventory, and if this is not the case, that the licensee 
includes costs for disposition of customer owned inventory in the DCE. 
 

3. Equipment costs 
 
Issue: 
 
The 2022 DCE does not provide unit costs for equipment, but rather a summary table 
that provides equipment costs per WBS line item (Appendix A-4). 
 
Regulatory Basis: 
 
The regulations in 10 CFR, Paragraph 40.36(d)(1)(ii), require, in part, that “Each 
decommissioning funding plan must be submitted for review and approval and must 
contain— 

(ii)  Identification of and justification for using the key assumptions contained in the 
DCE; 

(iii) A description of the method of assuring funds for decommissioning from 
paragraph (e) of this section, including means for adjusting cost estimates and 
associated funding levels periodically over the life of the facility;” 

 
Request: 
 
Provide the relevant unit costs, and any other information needed to replicate equipment 
costs. 
 

4. Duration of decommissioning activities 
 
Issue: 
 
Although several cost elements (i.e., NRC quarterly inspections; security, taxes, and 
insurance) are provided as annual costs that will be required throughout the duration of 
decommissioning, the 2022 DCE does not identify the anticipated duration of 
decommissioning.  Specifically, the 2022 DCE does not specify for how many years the 
NRC quarterly inspection will occur, so while the annual cost is provided, the total cost is 
not (Page 6 of the DCE).  Similarly, the 2022 DCE lists the annual costs for security, 
taxes, and insurance, and states that these costs “total $30,852,340 for the duration of 
the decommissioning" (Page 6 of the DCE) but does not specify the duration of 
decommissioning.   
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Regulatory Basis: 
 
The regulations in 10 CFR, Paragraph 40.36(d)(1)(ii), require, in part, that “…Each 
decommissioning funding plan must be submitted for review and approval and must 
contain identification of and justification for using the key assumptions contained in the 
DCE…” 
 
Request: 
 
Specify the number of years (i.e., the duration of decommissioning) used in calculating 
these costs. 


