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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Office of Administration  
Mail Stop: TWFN-7-A60M 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
UNC-ChurchRockEIS.resource@nrc.gov
ATTN: Program Management, Announcements and Editing Staff 


Re: Docket ID NRC-2019-0026, Comments on Waste Consolidation Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement [License No. NUREG-2243] 


October 28, 2021 


Dear Sirs/Madams: 


We, the undersigned individuals and organizations, submit the following comments on 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (“NRC”) Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Disposal of Mine Waste at the United Nuclear Corporation (“UNC”) 
Mill Site in McKinley County, New Mexico NUREG-2243 (“DEIS”).   


Since the dawn of the Atomic Age, Native communities in the United States have borne 
more than their fair share of pollution, illness and death as a result of uranium mining 
and milling.  This did not occur by accident.  The continuing contamination of Native 
communities from uranium development is the result of conscious regulatory and policy 
decisions by the Federal and state governments.  Here, the United States is continuing 
its policy of marginalizing Native communities.  The NRC is perpetuating a series of 
decisions that date back to the opening of the Northeast Churchrock Mine (“NECRM”) 
and UNC Mill in which the voices of impacted communities are ignored and the 
economic interests of polluters are paramount.   


We oppose General Electric’s (“GE”) proposed amendment to the UNC Mill license to 
allow NECRM waste to be moved there.  We demand that the DEIS be withdrawn, and 
that the Federal government work with the Red Water Pond Road community, the 
Navajo Nation and, as appropriate, New Mexico government to generate a 
comprehensive policy to address uranium contamination not only at Red Water Pond 
Road, but throughout uranium impacted indigenous communities in New Mexico.   


We oppose the consolidation of NECRM waste at the UNC Mill site for the following 
reasons.   


First, the NRC’s scope of analysis is illegally narrow.  Aside from the “no action” 
alternative, all the alternatives in the NRC’s DEIS only examine the NRC’s and GE’s 
preferred alternative of consolidating NECRM waste with UNC Mill tailings.  The NRC 
should consider a broad range of alternatives to achieve the goal of removing NECRM 
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waste from the Red Water Pond Road community in order to protect community 
members’ health.  Reasonable alternatives that could have been – but were not – 
considered include moving the NECRM waste to a geotechnically appropriate disposal 
site off the Navajo Nation and not adjacent to the Navajo Nation or relocating members 
of the Red Water Pond Road community to a culturally appropriate area of their 
choosing.   


Second, the NRC fails to adequately consider mitigation measures.  The NRC’s DEIS 
relies heavily on future, speculative, mitigation measures which may or may actually 
come to fruition.  Further, the NRC’s consideration of mitigation measures fails to 
adequately analyze those mitigation measures in the context of their environmental 
justice impacts.   


Finally, the NRC’s preferred action breaches its trust obligations to the Navajo Nation 
and its members.  As a federal agency, the NRC has a trust obligation to the Navajo 
Nation and its members that includes meaningful consultation with the Navajo Nation 
and impacted communities, integrating tribal concerns into remediation plans, and 
above all, protecting tribal communities’ health and welfare.   


Here, the NRC has failed on all counts.  Consultation has amounted to federal agencies 
telling Navajo communities what will be done to them.  Further, the NRC focuses 
narrowly on the radiological health impacts of its actions, and does not concern itself 
with the health impacts caused by uranium’s chemical properties and the impacts of 
other heavy metals found in mine waste.   


For too long, the NRC has ignored the perspectives and concerns of communities most 
affected by its decisions.  The NRC now has an opportunity to finally uphold its 
obligations to a Native community, rather than continuing policies that result in unjust 
and inequitable results.  The NRC should withdraw its DEIS and begin the NEPA 
process again, taking into account a reasonable range of options and working in true 
partnership with the Navajo Nation and Red Water Pond Road community.   


Sincerely,  


Susan R Gordon 


Susan Gordon 
Coordinator 
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment 


on behalf of 17 Individuals and 38 Organizations attached 







INDIVIDUAL SIGNERS 


Ann Darling 
Easthampton, MA 


Brian Cousins 
Syracuse, NY 


Carolyn Croom 
Austin, TX 


Connie Hammond 
Columbus, OH 


Dr. Ann Frisch 
White Bear Lake, MN 


Dr. Richard Denton, MD 
Emeritus, Co-Chair of North America 
International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War 
Sudbury, Ontario, Canada 


Gail Evans, Attorney at Law 
Albuquerque, NM 


Grace Henio 
Churchrock, NM 


Jan Boudart 
Chicago, IL 


Jana Gunnell, MD, MPH 
Taos, NM 


Linda Lewison 
Chicago, IL 


Marina Cousins 
Syracuse, NY 


Melanie Greer Deason 
Roswell, NM 


Stephen Sensei 
Kalamazoo, MI 


Stirling Counsins 
Syracuse, NY 


Teracita Keyanna 
Gallup, NM 


Yin-Mae Lee 
Ramah, NM 







ORGANIZATIONS 


A Call to Actions 
Bobby Vaughn 
Westlake, OH 


Beyond Nucler 
Cindy Folkser 
Takoma Park, MD 


Black Hils Clean Water Action 
Lilias Jarding, PhD 
Rapid City, SD 


Cape Town Downwinders 
Diane Turco 
Cape Cod, MA 


Citizens’ Resistance at Fermi 2 
Jessie Pauline Collins 
Reford, MI 


Citizens’ Environmental Coalition 
Barbara Warren, RN, MS 
Cuddebackville, NY 


Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes 
Michael J. Keegan 
Monroe, MI 


Council on Intelligent Energy & 
Conservation Policy (CIECP) 
Michel Lee, Esq 
Scarsdale, NY 


Dakota Rural Action 
Rebecca Terk 
Rapid City, SD 


Dallas Peace and Justice Center 
Mavis Belisle 
Dallas, TX 


Don’t Waste Arizona 
Stephen Brittle 
Phoenix, AZ 


Don’t Waste Michigan 
Alice Hirt 
Holland, MI 


Gender and Radiation Impact Project 
Mary Olson 
Asheville, NC 


Heart of America Northwest 
Peggy Maze Johnson 
Seattle, WA 


National Nucler Workers for Justice 
Vina Colley 
McDermott, OH 


Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force 
Judy Treichel 
Las Vegas, NM 


New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light 
Sr. Joan Brown 
Albuquerque, NM 


Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 
Alice Slater 
Santa Barbara, CA 


Nuclear Watch New Mexico 
Jay Coghlan 
Santa Fe, NM 


Nukewatch 
John LaForge 
Luck, WI 


Office of Peace, Justice & Creation, 
Catholic Charities of Gallup Diocese 
Rose Marie Cecchini, MM 
Gallup, NM 


Ohio Nuclea Free Network 
Patricia Marida 
Toledo, OH 







On Behalf Of Planet Earth 
Sheila Parks, EdD 
Watertown, MA 


Partnership for Earth Spirituality 
Sr. Marlene Perrottee 
Albuquerque, NM 


Peace Farm 
Lon Burnam 
Forth Worth, TX 


Portsmouth/Piketon Residents for 
Environmental Safety and Security 
Vina Colley 
McDermott, OH 


Post 71 Uranium Workers Committee 
Linda Evers 
Grants, NM 


San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
San Franisco, A 


San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace 
Linda Seeley 
San Luis Obispo, CA 


Savannah River Watch 
Tom Clements 
Columbia, SC 


Science for the People 
Kimberly Medeiros 
Amherst, MA  


Snake River Alliance 
Leigh Ford 
Boise, ID 


Taos Environmental Film Festival 
Jean Stevens 
Ranchos de Taos, NM 


Three Mile Island Alert 
Maureen Mulligan 
Harrisburg, PA 


Toledo Coalition for Safe Energy 
Terry Lodge 
Toledo, OH 


Vermont Yankee Decommissioning 
Alliance 
Debra Stoleroff 
Montpeleir, VT 


Veterans For Peace, Golden Rule Project 
Helen Jaccard 
Samoa, CA 


Western New York Environmental 
Alliance 
John Whitney 
Buffalo, NY 
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Mail Stop: TWFN-7-A60M 
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comprehensive policy to address uranium contamination not only at Red Water Pond 
Road, but throughout uranium impacted indigenous communities in New Mexico.   

We oppose the consolidation of NECRM waste at the UNC Mill site for the following 
reasons.   
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waste from the Red Water Pond Road community in order to protect community 
members’ health.  Reasonable alternatives that could have been – but were not – 
considered include moving the NECRM waste to a geotechnically appropriate disposal 
site off the Navajo Nation and not adjacent to the Navajo Nation or relocating members 
of the Red Water Pond Road community to a culturally appropriate area of their 
choosing.   

Second, the NRC fails to adequately consider mitigation measures.  The NRC’s DEIS 
relies heavily on future, speculative, mitigation measures which may or may actually 
come to fruition.  Further, the NRC’s consideration of mitigation measures fails to 
adequately analyze those mitigation measures in the context of their environmental 
justice impacts.   

Finally, the NRC’s preferred action breaches its trust obligations to the Navajo Nation 
and its members.  As a federal agency, the NRC has a trust obligation to the Navajo 
Nation and its members that includes meaningful consultation with the Navajo Nation 
and impacted communities, integrating tribal concerns into remediation plans, and 
above all, protecting tribal communities’ health and welfare.   

Here, the NRC has failed on all counts.  Consultation has amounted to federal agencies 
telling Navajo communities what will be done to them.  Further, the NRC focuses 
narrowly on the radiological health impacts of its actions, and does not concern itself 
with the health impacts caused by uranium’s chemical properties and the impacts of 
other heavy metals found in mine waste.   

For too long, the NRC has ignored the perspectives and concerns of communities most 
affected by its decisions.  The NRC now has an opportunity to finally uphold its 
obligations to a Native community, rather than continuing policies that result in unjust 
and inequitable results.  The NRC should withdraw its DEIS and begin the NEPA 
process again, taking into account a reasonable range of options and working in true 
partnership with the Navajo Nation and Red Water Pond Road community.   
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Susan R Gordon 

Susan Gordon 
Coordinator 
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment 
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