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Hello David – it was nice meeting you by phone this afternoon.  As discussed on our call, the NRC has
received the attached Long-term Care Fee (LTCF) estimate from the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) for the Western Nuclear Inc. (WNI) site, which can be made publicly available.  The NRC
requested that the DOE provide the NRC with a version that could be shared with the Wyoming
Department of Environmental Quality (WDEQ), the WNI, and the public so that NRC could keep all
interested parties informed about the NRC’s determination of the LTCF for the WNI site.  We are
providing you with a copy of the DOE’s LTCF estimate in advance of making in publicly available in
accordance with NRC procedures, on October 4, 2021.
 
The DOE has stated that the NRC has the authority to determine the LTCF and that the LTCF
established by the NRC may not fully cover the DOE’s long-term surveillance and maintenance costs
for managing the site in perpetuity.  We are currently reviewing the DOE’s LTCF estimate and have
not made any decisions about the LTCF at this time.  We will continue to engage with the WDEQ
during our monthly site status calls, or as necessary to acquire additional input before the NRC
establishes the LTCF. 
 
We are sending the DOE’s LTCF estimate to Larry Corte, WNI, following this and will copy you on the
email.  If you have any questions, please contact Bill von Till, chief of the Uranium Recovery and
Materials Decommissioning Branch at Bill.VonTill@nrc.gov.
 
Attached:

1. Incoming email from the DOE transmitting their Split Rock Annual Cost Estimate Summary
(disregard the “Bear Creek” in the title; it just came in response to an email thread that had
that subject)

2. The DOE’s Split Rock Annual Cost Estimate Summary
 
Ashley
 
Ashley B. Roberts, Deputy Director
Division of Decommissioning, Uranium Recovery, and Waste Programs
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Phone: 301-415-7319
Location: T5-E14
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From: Keller, Nicole
To: Orlando, Dominick
Cc: Von Till, Bill; Lancaster, Thomas; McCarthy, Steve; Kerl, Paul; Boger, Charlee
Subject: [External_Sender] RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: DOE annual cost estimate - Bear Creek
Date: Monday, September 27, 2021 10:30:53 AM
Attachments: 2021.9 Split Rock Annual Cost Estimate Summary.pdf


Nick,
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Legacy Management understands the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) has sole discretion to determine the Long-Term Surveillance Charge (LTSC) and
any variance in the LTSC. Furthermore, DOE is aware that the LTSC will not necessarily be sufficient
to fully cover DOE’s Long-Term Surveillance and Maintenance (LTS&M) costs for managing the site in
perpetuity. 
 
Please see attached Split Rock DOE LTS&M annual cost estimate summary to post for public
availability. The summary is a condensed version of the detailed estimate provided for official use
only to NRC on June 1, 2021 which protects contractor business sensitive information and thus is
appropriate for public posting.
 
Thanks.
Nicole
 
Nicole Keller | Site Manager
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Long-Term Surveillance and Maintenance Activities Annual Cost



 LMSP Site Management $13,677.52 Routine costs required to perform project management activities as a DOE 
operated and managed site. Activities include routine budgeting, scheduling, 
reporting, property management, records management and stakeholder 
communications and other activities necessary as a DOE owned property asset; 
total time estimated to be 102 hours. 



LMSP Site Inspection $17,711.31 Three DOE contractor staff will perform the annual inspection in two days once 
every five years and in one day all other years. Activities include preparation, 
travel hours on site, and reporting; total time estimated to be 115 hours. Travel 
costs include lodging, per diem, and General Services Administration (GSA) 
vehicle. FY2021 GSA vehicle rate for a 4x4 vehicle was used for the calculation.



LMSP Groundwater and Surface Water Monitoring $12,358.21 Sampling annually at 11 groundwater locations and four surface water location 
for first five years. Thereafter, sampling performed every three years. Labor for 
two samplers includes preparation, travel, sampling, coordination with analytical 
laboratory, validation of the data, reporting results, and managing data.  Total 
labor hours estimated to be 130 hours per sampling event. Travel costs include 
lodging, per diem, and GSA vehicle. FY2021 GSA vehicle rate for a 4x4 vehicle 
was used for the calculation. 



Periodic monitoring program evaluation performed once after 17 years, then 
every 12 years thereafter. Total labor hours estimated to be 132 hours per 
evaluation. 



Maintenance $30,869.03 Estimate assumes the following maintenance needs: replacement of one perimeter 
sign every year, work performed by DOE contractor staff during annual 
inspection, including material cost only; well bladder pump replacement once 
every 20 years with installation being performed by two sampling staff during 
annual sampling; well redevelopment performed once every five years by two 
sampling staff during annual sampling; 12,500 linear foot of fencing is replaced 
once every 50 years by a subcontractor managed and procured by DOE contractor 
staff, including logding and per diem for two construction oversight visits, and a 
GSA vehicle; monitoring wells are replaced once every 30 years by a 
subcontractor managed and procured by DOE contractor staff, with lodging and 
per diem for one DOE contractor staff for construction oversight, over 10 days. 
FY2021 GSA lease rate for a 4x4 vehicle was used for the calculation.



Noxious weed control is DOE contractor-performed annually, including lodging 
and per diem for three staff, and GSA vehicle; Rangeland health assessment is 
DOE contractor-performed once every three years in conjunction with noxious 
weed control. The FY2021 GSA lease rate for a 4x4 vehicle was used for the 
calculation.



15% Contingency $11,586.00 A 15% contingency fee has been included to cover costs for unplanned events 
such as storm water erosion or follow-up inspection  as required in the LTSP and 
are defined in 10 CFR 40.28 (b)(4). The 15% value is based on the contingency 
fee required by NRC for licensee contingency in NUREG-1620, Rev. 1, 
Appendix C (Section VII).



NRC Oversight $3,236.40 The NRC direct support license fee is based on the estimated times needed for 
document reviews and site visits. The estimate of required time was provided to 
DOE by NRC. The NRC direct support license fee (10 CFR 170) is based on an 
estimate NRC provided to DOE that 5 hours will be needed annually to review 
documents for this site. NRC also conducts a site visit at least once every five 
years in conjunction with the DOE annual inspection. An estimated 33 hours will 
be required to perform and document the NRC site visit. The NRC labor rate 
published in the Federal Register on June 19, 2020 (Revision of Fee Schedules; 
Fee Recovery for Fiscal Year 2020, Final rule) was used for the calculation. 



Total annual long-term surveillance cost $89,438.47
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