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Au.gust 23, 2021 

ATfN: DocumenrC0~1tJ'9l Oesk 
U:S. Nuclear Regt1Jatory C0Ir1missio11 
Wushinglon, be 20555-000l . 

Re: Project No. 99902094 . 
I..:ette1· of Intent dared· Mny 19; 2021, from the Uni\•cn.ity of Illlnois m; Urhnn:1-
Cbampnign (ADAJi.1S Accession No. ML2J 153A059) 

G~ntlcmcn/Lndies: 

In Jhc Lettt;n1f Intent referenced abov~, the University of Illinois .at Uroana~Qmmpnign ~~UC) . 
informed NRC of its intent 10 .-i.pply for a ·co11struction permit and then an operatitlg permit ior a. 
Lest l\.•ljc.ro--Modufor Rerrctor fa~ility. Spcnking: ~ot <>nly on behalf of ourselves, but _tilso on 
bchnlf of various colicugues and friends who· spare our coriccrns, WC write in <lppositi01no rbis 
project ond ask that nil}' and all permits be denied; ·· · · · 

Our opposition to this projcft is bn.~ on where UUJC ,vould pl~ce the t<:st rca.cLur. The 
0

prop9$ed si{e is on the U-IUC campus·, ,,~bicb CJlC(lmpnsses 'pjrt 'of rhe we.st-sicle ofthc city of 
Uib:ma nnd the cast sklc of the City of Cha,mpaign. · Together. Urbann and Chaµlpai,gn have ~ 
population of 111ore than 130,000: The Village of' S:'.1.~·oy, whi¢h borders both ChampalgJ1 and 
U,rhana on the south and is within two tuiles of the proposed site, has alntost I0,000 residents. 
UIUC itself has an enrollment of more- than 50,000 students, many of whom. live on Ci,lq1pus or it~ 

'apanmcnts irimiooiately, ndja~llttO _can'ipus. A large lIT(.Jt' dormitory complex is si.fuiited just a 
few blocks east of',~;hcrc the pmpo$ed reactor ,,,o.uld be hoi1scd. · · · · · 

Tbe reactor si.~ ~vould be within L WO 1i1iles of downtmvn Champaign, ~lnd within one mile of . 
what is :known as .. Campustown." Both c1f chose areaS' are thriving with ·apartments, · 
condominiums, ~taurunls, bars, arid shops. 

· The reaccor Wot,tld·be house<l in a building ric:-:t to the current UIUC power pliint and would 
become p!!.rt of the power pJant, 1l)e UIUC power plant sits immediarcly c.asr of; and adjacent to, 
tHe m,ain bqmch of tbe Canadiuri National ~i!rQad (CNR) tnwks. u ,:.f Rtl_U[c} 45 r1.ms along the 
west sid~ of the tr.a.ck$. ~utile 4:$ is four tones and is one ,1r'Ll1e majol' nonh~south artcrle.'l in ihe 
City ofCtmmpaign. · · · 

1-l!un1eiol1s freight trains and pa.'lsenger.1.raius pass o,·cr the CNR ttacks adjacent to the UTUC 
pclwer plant daih•. The freight trnffic. on the CNR tracks includes tanker c.itrs \\'ith 
exp1osivc/flammab!e ctmlefitS. The tr.1in, trnck5 arc clcvut~ well above the gro~1nd Jc,•d of the 
powe~ pl.int, so any nccidcnt.,could throw traih c.ars and/or contents tumbling down tlle hill ' 
tow13rd.-. the power plant and the reactor, The presence of the i-eaccor near the railroad tracks 

. c.011ld make a derailment for m<tre catastrophic tban it would othe-rwise be without a nuclear 
reacLor beii1g in the mix. 



In Mny of this year, a 17 car tlerailmcnt occurred on this ,saine. CNR liiie near Pesocum: IHiriois; 
,vl1ich is a small community nppro_xim.i.tely I 5 miles south of Champaign. Se\'en can; t9pplcd on 
their side tO\\'ards the east. As a resuic, Rome 45 was dosed ftjr a-cotip!c of days. Cleanup time 
~,•as estimated to be. atlc~st tw~· weeks, . , .. 

' . 

Toe Union of Conccme4 Scieritists recently pul>Iishi;d un article by Ed\\'ill Lyman, its Director of 
Nuclear Power Safety. entitled "' Advanced' Iiin 't Ahvays Better:.• fa lhut urticlc:, Mr~ Lyman 
m~dc two important points germane. to Ul UC;s proposed reactor. Ffrst, the n¢w ni.tdcinr reactors 
akin to.the test reactor that tJIUC wants to licemc arc not tikely t(l bi: signifi~ntly srifet· tlfrm 
Itxluy·s nuclear plnnl!.i. Second, rhe fad for the.se .tesi reack1t$. ,vo\11d h.iYe ro bt';! enrichc_d more 
than the fod used by today's nuokar reactors, thus mukirig ihc-- newer bree<lnttrnctivc tci 

. terrorists. Ml'. Lyman•~ article can _be found at this websice address: · 
https:/lwww.ucsusa.org/resotin:cs/advanced -ism-al ways~bc~tc.r 

A recent ruticfo by l\•Jichael Berna.rd pt,stcd on Mediurtt.cnm is nlso instructive; Its tide sums up 
whet he hus to sav: "Small Nuckm· Ad\'ocatcs Re.fuse to Learn llie: Lessons of the Past." TI1e 
arttcJe, ~n be fou~d nt this website address: hnps://JJ1edium.(!om/the;future~is-electric/smrul~ 
nt.1cle.a1·~ii'~Clnr-,u:lvocates-refusc~toslc-~1m-:he-lessoris-of-thc-past:..8calaf3293c3 

Although rr's no:: our task as pai'Lnfour oppqsition to pn:,p,,sc alterm1tive locations for the 
pmp(1Sed test n·ucle.ar 1-c.aceror, there. mn.y be·sornc vinble locaucins 1n the ~1rca: 'rite Clintoll. 
N!'lcl,~11r'Powe:r plam in C!infon; IIHiaois, ls nearby; A Jo~tioc1 tbere would offer fuel .s~urity. 
Also, the decommissioned Cham,1te Afr Forc.e Ba.~e iri•ocarbj, Ramoul, Il(indi:f, h~:s ~ l~ge. 
rein mo ~reri that could possibly J}l'OVitle u home for this test rcacL()r. These locnrions woultl be 
wicnin easy tmvcling d_ismiice. for UIUC students: While the Clhnon and Rnmoul focations 
woul~ not allow th-e test renctor to be used for the d(ral purpose of prt)(ludng stc;un heat for the · 
UHJC campus, the University projects that the re.actor .;,,•ould sutlsfy only 10% Qf its ste.am 
he~1ting nccos. As~uming 'thnt projcctJon to. be tru~ •. the 10% Jos.s w9.uld be negligible compared 
to the i;afety of die UllJC st\1dent_s Jivir1g on or m~ar campus. the othe-r residents of_ Urbmta, 
Chiunpaif,'ll, 1111d Savoy. and the many visitoi:.s who floc:k to v:irlous UIUC even lo;, such ss 
fobtbtill i111~ basketbilll gi1mcs and conce.tis .. 

This nuckur test reactor projeet i:;hm1ld not go forwan:I for lhc rcilsons outlined nbr,ve. ~RC 
:.h<1i1ld deny ~uiy co:1!itmction or operati11g [>'innits for l)lUC'.s propm,cd test reactor pro,iec:L. 

Jt is our uncie.rsumding •h~t UIUC plans ll> ~ee:k funding for this proj~ct through agrm~t from the 
U .S, Depurtmc,ic of Ericrg)' (DOE}: We believe it is has alre.a<ly submitted:\ grant app1k.ation lo 
DOE. If not, we expect ii will <lo ~<'J socin, \Ve oppose any gtant for this projett by POE for the . 
$ume reasons already discussed. A cop)' of this letter is being sent to various DOE 
re.pre-~entativ~s so they will be. aware of our opposition to thc."projcct and to any gr.mt. 

We ba\'e one mhcr concern. Earlier this ycnr, De. Kathry11 D. Huff, who ,vas the1faii assismnt 
profossnr in the UIUC Collene Of Enginee1ing Dcpiclrtmcnt.of Nucl~J, Plasma, and Energy, . 
puhlidy and vigorciu..-;ly promoted this pn,ject. Sh_c is now the DOE Acting Assisthtlt Secietary 
:,,nd Prin.cipaJ D::puty Assistant St.>-.ere.l.1!)' fur the·offir-e ofNucleur Energy, We don't know how 
NRC ind DOE ni"e tied mgt::{her or rritcrnct in a. inauer of this n:ltl.ire. but it would b:= u dear 



conflicr of ~~ten;st for Dr. Huff to be ·invqlved in tiie decisiop-mnkirig process 1n nny way! ~itber 
din::ctly or indirectly. \Vr:. unst sh:e won't be permitted to lla,,e any role. in, ore~e-rt any influence 
over, NRC's decisions on UIUC's license l\pplicfltions, o:r DOE's decisiuns on UIUC'~ grunt 
i!pplicaiion: 

Tl.rn.rtk you for- your consi.deration. If you have.any <1uest1ons, please focl free ta c()ntact tbe first 
.signc~ boiow, Bmce Hannon. 

Very .truly yours, 

Dr. Brue,~ Hmmon 
J 203 Union SL 
Chi1111paign, lL 6J 821 
Cell phone: (217) 62 l-4900 
8111;,.il: eiiergy l 434@)gi11;iil.com 

__, 

- ·~f~/7;// ~~---- · .// 
- DonnJd Fournier 

29 iO Chell}' i-ims Drive 
Cha:mpaigH; IL 61R22 
Celi phonr.;: (217) $40, 1224 
Errrnil: bonaldFournic.ri cQ,ig:mr1iLcom 

I} - . /? . - . 
. lV?·1.,-,1.A ·t..:0 tllnt;l/·f..... 
Aun Bur1•er ( 

. 'l,J'. 

506 W. \Vashi;1gton St. 
Urbana, IL 61801 
¢<:!JI .phone: (217) 390-7795 
Emnil: ann11burger@irmail..cci:rri 

a f <:J? ~ 
if6-dt.,, \r r_-1.,'fA. ,r1,. .. / 
l •• . r 

Dr. )'ack Paxton 
. 716 S. 8r~adwa)i Avc:· 
Urllann. IL 6180 I 
Cell phone; (217) 8 i 9-1)667 
Email: )mc@ucs.d.edu 

--~ I J ~::,,., ( d(,_,,___ le fi1c t~. . 4--ie •l,,-~ 
P,imda J. Richan. Q>-Director 
Hco~Justic-e C.olli:iborative 
9!9 West University Avenue 
Ch1m1paign. IL 61821 · 
~ell Phone: (773) 556-3418 
Emai I: prichartff!1ecojusticecollabornth·c.o'rg 

cc: lvlr. '\ViHium Kennedy (vla email nt \\1illiam.Kcnncdy@nrc.gov) 
Actlng°Oilef · 
l\dvrnice<l Rc:-lctor .Licensing Bn11ich, 
Dh-lsion of Ad~•~mced Reactor.~ and Non,Powcr Produc.tion and Utiliz.ntion.Fncilities 
Office. 9f Nuc:Ie.il.r Re.actor Regulation 
Nudea:i· R::gulmory co·mmission 



- . - -------------------------------

Mr. Aorinn l\'juniz: (vi:~ ~mail nl Adrian.~fonif@nrc.go~') 
Projr.ct [vJanager· . 
Ad1/,bH.:e.d Reac.w;· Lirensin,) Bm:ncll, . . . • . C> 

DJvision of Aciv:iuc~d Rc~1clol'$ and Non-Power Production and Utilization Fac.ililies 
Office o(Nuclear Reacto~ Regulation - · 
Nude:,,;r Regulato_ry Cc,mmis5i6r. 

M.s. Jennifer JvL Gti::nholm (•,iii cm1til m 1nc.Secrerary@hq.doo.sov}. 
s.ec~retnry ' 
U.S. D'e:panmem of Energy 
JOOO Indepe.ndr.:11cc Av~ .. SW 
\V1?shingron, D.C. 20585 

Dr. J.Ste~~en RinkJcy·(vin cmait at sc.science@stiencc.<loc.gcw) 
Acting Pireccor · 
Offici:- o: Sd~nc;c. 
U.S. De:panment of Energy 
SC.: f/Forfe.stal B\.lilding · 
1000 foil::pcndc1ic:e Ave .. SW 
Wl"tsbtngton, D.C. 20585 

Dr. Hnnic~ Kung (vin ernail at h;mier.~un,g.@scicncc.dnc.gciv) 
Dcpury Dire-c1c1r for Scicm:c Programs · · 
Office ,Jf Science · , Is . ' . . . 
I.;:,• , Depil!'tmenc ofEner,gy 
SC-3/Genmmtown Bl1ikling 
1000 independence. Ave., s\v 
,u '. · DC ;;o-s.-rv asmnr.19-r.' .. , = :, :.i 

.Mr. Mic1tae! Z~1,kin (micbclwrkinC~vscicrtee.doe.gov) 
D!rt:ctor 
Office of Grants and Con1rn,cts 

· Offi.:;e of Sciern.:c 
U-S. Dcparni.1a11t-of Enetgy 
SC-3/Genm:..'1.lOwn l3uildin~ 
_ lOlXf bci:;pcndeaoe Ave.; S-W 
'Washington, D.C. 20585 


