August 23, 2021

ATTN: Document Connol Desk -
. 'US. Nuclear Regulatory. Commission
\‘-’nahmgmn DC 20555-0001

Re: Projcct Npo. 9990”094
Letter of Intent dated May 19, 2021, from the University of Tilinois at Urlmna-
Champaign (ADAMS Accession No, ML21 153A059)

—Gumlcmcnf[,ﬂdiev

Inthe Letter of Intent referenced above, the University of IHinois at Uzbmm-Ch'uup-u gn (UIUC)
informed NRC of its intent 1o apply for a construction permit and then an opsratisig permit for 2
lest Micro-Modular Rezctor facility. Spcxzkmg not only on-behalf of ourselves, but also on
behalf of various colleagues and friends who sh’are OUr COTICeTnS, We wWrite it opposition to this
praject and ask that :my and all permits be dcmod

‘Our opposition to this projeet is based an where UIUC would plidce the fest reactor. The
proposed site is on the UITUC campus, which cncompaSSt,S part of the west side of the City of
‘Urbana and the east side of the City of Champaign, Together, Urbana and Champaign have a
population of more than 130,000, The Village of Savoy, which borders both Champaign and
Urbana on the somh and 1§ wnlhm two miles of the proposed site, has almost 10,000 residents.
UIUC itself has an.earollment of maore than 50,000 stidents, many of whom live od campus or in
.apdrtments zmmcchau.ly adjacentto cqmpuq A large UIUC dormnitory complcx is situsted justa
few blocks east of w here the proposed n.actm would be housed.

The reactor site would he within twa ritiles of dawntown Champaign, snd ann one mileof
what is known as “Campustown." Both of those areas are thriving with apartments,
condominiums, Testaurats, bars, a4d shops,

“The reactor would be housed in a boilding niext 1o the current UIUC power plant and would
becoms pertof the power plant. The UIUC power plant sits immediately east of, and adjacent to,
thie main branch of the Canadian Natlcmal Railroad (CNR) tracks. U.S. Route 45 runs along the
west ‘\ldb of the tracks, Route 451 :s four lanes and s one of the wmajor noxth-south arteries in the
City of Champmgn

Numwous freight mum and passenger trains pass over the C\IR lmc&s adjacent to the viue
power plant daily. The freight traffic on the CNR iracks includes tanker cars with
explosive/flammable coments. The train tracks are clevated well above the ground Jevel of the
power plant, so any accident could throw teaih cars and/or contents wimbling down the hill
towards the power plant and the veactar, The presence of the ieactor near thL railrond tracks
.could make a derailment far more catastrophlu than it would otherwise be without a nuclear
redctor being in ﬂxe mix. :
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In May of this'year, a 17 car dersilment accarred on this same CNR line near Pesotum, IHinois,
which is a small community approximately 15 miles scuth of Champaign. Seven cars topplod on
their side towards the east. As a result, Rante 45 was closed for a-couple of days, Cleanup time
wits estimased to be a1 lgust two wee}\\.

The Union of Concerned Smcnhsts recently published an article b)' Edwin Lyman, its Director of
Nuclezr Power Safety, entitled ** Advanced' Isn’ t Always Better.” In that article, Mr.,  Lynian
mzde two importane poiats germane to UIUC’s proposed reactor. First, thie ngw nucléar reactors
‘akin to the test reactor that UIUC wants to ticense anc not likely to be signifi cantly safer than
uxlay’s nuclear plants, Second, the fuel for these test reactars would have to be énrichied more
than the fa uel used by mday auclear reactars, thus muking the newer bréed attructive (o

. terrorists, Mr. L} man's ariicle can be found at this website address:
Rtepsifwivw aesusa.of; ,Jremunm ‘advanced-isnt-alivays-botter

A recent article by Michael Bernard pmtud on Medzum.com is also instructive: Tis title sums vp -
wher he has 1o say: “Small Nuclear Advocates Refusc to Leam the Lessons of the Past.” The
article can be found at this website address: hupsifmedium comfthe: future-is-clectric/small-
niclear-reaclor-zdvocates-refuseto-learn-the-lessons-of-the-past-Scalaf3203¢3

Although it’s nar our msl as part.of our opposition to propose alternative locations for the
praposed test nuclear reactor, thera may be'some visble locations in the aren. 'Fhe Clintan.
Nexclenr Power ptant in Clinton, Iliinois, is nearby. A lacation there would offer fuel security.
Also, the decommissionéd Chanute Air Force Base in nearby Ramoul Ilincis, hes & large
remoss area thet could possibly provide & home for this test reactor. These locations would be
vithin easy traveling distaice for UIUC students, \'Eulc the Clinton and Rantoul focations
viould pot allow the test reactor 1o be used far the dual purpose of producing steam heat for the
URLC campus, the University pm_lu.xt. that the reactor wwould satisfy only 10% of its steam
heating necds. Assuming that projection to be truc, the 10% loss wauld be negligible contpared
10 the xqfalv of the UIUE students living on or ncar gimpus, the ather residents of Urbana,
Champaign, nad Savoy, and the many visitors wha flock to varions UIUC events, such as
faotbsﬂl atid basketbiall games and conceits.

'Fhis miclear test reactor projact should ot go forward for the reasons ontlined above. NRC
shaold dery any cosstruction or operating parmits for YIUC's proposed test reactor project.

Ivisour uuderam..dmf' thet UIUC plans to seck funding for.this project through a grant ﬁom the

LS, Departenient of anre} (DOE). We believe it is has already submitted a grant apphmuon lo
DOE. If not, we expect it will do 50 soon, We dppose any grant for this prmem by DOE for the
same reasons already discussed. A copy of this letter is being sent fo variois DOE
representatives so-they will be aware of our opposition the project and to any grant.

We have one othor concgrn, Euzhcr this year, Dr, Kathrys D. Hiff, who was then'an assistant
professor in the UIUC College of Engineering Dn,partmcm of Nuclear, Plasiua, s Encrgy,
publicly and vigorously pr omoted this projece. She is now the DOE Acting Assistant Secretary
and Principal D =puty Assistant Secretery far the Office of Nucleer Encrgy, We don’t know how
NRC ind DDE are ted together or interact in 2 matter of this nature, but it would be a clear




conftic: of fterest for Dr. Huff te ke involved in the dec ision-making process In any way, either
directly or indirectly. Woe tmst she won'l be permitted to have any role in, or.exert any influcnce
Ve, NRC's decisions on UIUC's license applications, or DOE’s “decisions on UIUC s grant

application:

Thank you {or your consideration. If you have any questions, please feel free ta contact the first

signer bolow, Bruce Hasnon.
Veey truly yours,

’
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Dr. Brace Hanron

1208 Union St. -
Champaign, 11, 61821

Ccll phape: (217) 621-a90ﬂ
Email; ehergy1434@gminii.com
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Da*\dd Fourmicy

2930 Cherry Hilis Drive
‘Champaign, IL 61822

Cell phone: {217) 840-1224

Emeil: Donald Fournieri @gmail.com
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/ Jot Hooker R

* 1314 Country Luke Dr,

Champaign, 1L 61821 _
Cell phone: {217} 714-9624
Email: jhooker1314@gmatl.com
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Azm Burger

506 W. Washingion St.
Urbana, 1L 61801

Cell phone: (217 390-7795
Email: annhburpér@gmail.com
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Dr. Yack Paxion

716 S, Broadway Ave:

Urbana,IL 61801 ,
Cell phone: (217) 819-0667
Email: Jax@ucsd.edu
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Paméla J. Richart, Co-Director

Eco-lustice Collaborative

919 West Umvcreuty Avenue

Champaign, IL 61821

Cell Phonc: (773) 556-3418

Email: pricha wti@ecojusticecollabarative,org

cer Me. William Kennedy (vm emaif a William Kennedy@nre. gov)
Acting Chief
Advanced Reactor Lj icensing. anch
Division of Advanced Reactors end Non-Power Production and Usilization Facilities
Office of Nuclear Réactor Regutation : |
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’



tvir. Adrian Muniz (via eraail o AdnanMuniz@nre £OY )
Project Manager
Advanced RLdC’(JJ Llc&lbm“ Branch, .
Divisian of Advanced Reactors and Non-Power Production and Utilization Facilities
Office ot \'uclnar Reacrot Reaulalzon '
Nuclesr Regulato;;' Commission

Ms. Jennifer M. Granhalm {via email ac The, becremryc'hq doe.pov),
\':‘.:rem:}"
LS. Depantment of Energy
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Weshington, D.C. 20585

Dr. 1. Sienten Binkley mﬂ pmm at se.science@seience.doe.gov)
Acting Dua A1GT
Ofice of Seience.
.8, Deparment of Energy
SC-HForrestal Building
1008 tndzpeadancs Ave, SW
Waskingion, D.C. 20585

Dr. Hamrier Kung {via email at hacristkung@scicncedoe.gov)
Deputy Directar for Scicnce Programs
O"‘l\'cc af Science o
.S, Depsetment of Energy
SC-3/Germantown Building
1000 {ndependence Ave., SW
Washington, D.C, 20585

vr, Michag! Zarkin (michoel zurkin@scicnee. doe.gov)
Dirdetor
Office of Grants and Contracts
Qiflcs of Science |
us. Deparment.of Enesgy
5C-3/Germantown Building .
000 Independance z'\‘:t.. SW
Vashington, D C ’)USSS




