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UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

REGION I 
2100 RENAISSANCE BLVD. 

KING OF PRUSSIA, PA  19406-2713 
 

 
September 22, 2021 

 
EA-21-113 
  
Erin Kern, Director  
Shore Readiness Division (N46)  
Department of the Navy  
2000 Navy Pentagon  
Washington, DC 20350 
 
SUBJECT: THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 

03029462/2021006 AND APPARENT VIOLATIONS 
 

Dear Ms. Kern: 
 
On June 21 through June 24, 2021, the U.S Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) conducted 
a routine team inspection of your activities performed under your NRC Master Materials License 
(MML).  The inspection was an examination of your licensed activities as they relate to radiation 
safety, compliance with the Commission’s regulations, and the conditions in your license.  The 
enclosed inspection report presents the results of this inspection.  The inspectors discussed the 
preliminary inspection findings with you at the conclusion of the on-site portion of the inspection 
on June 24, 2021.  A final exit briefing was conducted (telephonically) with you and members of 
your staff on September 7, 2021. 
 
Based on the results of this inspection, apparent violations (AVs) were identified, which are 
being considered for escalated enforcement action in accordance with the NRC Enforcement 
Policy.  The current Enforcement Policy is included on the NRC’s Web site at 
https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/enforcement/enforce-pol.html.  The AVs involve the 
failure by an MML permittee to comply with 10 CFR 73.67(f) and also the failure by the Navy 
MML to notify the NRC Region I project manager immediately when the Navy Radiation Safety 
Committee (NRSC) identified a permittee violation of NRC regulations or MML or NRSC permit 
requirements that could result in escalated enforcement (i.e., Severity Levels I, II, and III) under 
the Policy as described in the letter of understanding (LOU) between the NRC and the Navy for 
the Navy MML.  The circumstances surrounding these AVs, the significance of the issues, and 
the need for lasting and effective corrective actions were discussed with your staff during the 
exit meeting on September 7, 2021. 
 
Since the NRC has not made a final determination in this matter, a Notice of Violation is not 
being issued at this time.  Please be advised that the number and characterization of the AVs   
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described in the enclosed inspection report may change as a result of further review.  You will 
be advised by separate correspondence of the results of our deliberations on this matter.   
 
Before the NRC makes its enforcement decision, we are providing you the opportunity to offer 
your perspective on this matter and provide any information you believe the NRC should take 
into consideration. You can elect to provide such information by either:  (1) responding to the 
AVs addressed in this inspection report within 30 days of the date of this letter, (2) requesting a 
Pre-decisional Enforcement Conference (PEC), or (3) accepting the AVs as characterized in this 
letter and its enclosure.  Please contact Christopher Cahill, Chief, Commercial, Industrial, R&D, 
and Academic Branch, NRC Region I, at 610-337-5108 or christopher.cahill@nrc.gov within 10 
days of the date of this letter to notify the NRC which of the above options you choose.  If an 
adequate response is not received within the time specified or an extension of time has not 
been granted by the NRC, the NRC will proceed with its enforcement decision. 
 
If you choose to provide a written response you should provide the following information for 
each AV:  (1) the reasons for the AV or, if contested, the basis for disputing the AV; (2) the 
corrective steps that have been taken and the results achieved; (3) the corrective steps that will 
be taken; and (4) the date when full compliance will be achieved.  You should be aware that the 
promptness and comprehensiveness of your actions will be considered in assessing any civil 
penalties for the apparent violations.  The guidance in the enclosed excerpt from NRC 
Information Notice 96-28, "Suggested Guidance Relating to Development and Implementation 
of Corrective Action", may be helpful.   
 
The written response should be sent to the NRC within 30 days of the date of this letter.  The 
NRC recognizes that many licensees have been impacted by the public health emergency 
caused by the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).  Consequently, you may request an   
extension of time to submit the response by contacting Christopher Cahill at 610-337-5108 or 
christopher.cahill@nrc.gov.  An extension request should explain the basis for the request and 
should specify the amount of additional time being requested.  An extension request must be 
submitted no later than 20 days from the date of this letter.  Your response may reference or 
include previously docketed correspondence, if the correspondence adequately addresses the 
required response.  You should clearly mark the response as a “Response to Apparent 
Violations in NRC Inspection Report No. 03029462/2021001; EA-21-113,” and send it to the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, ATTN: Document Control Desk, Washington, DC 20555-
0001 with a copy to Blake Welling, Director, Division of Radiological Safety and Security, NRC 
Region I, 2100 Renaissance Boulevard, Suite 100, King of Prussia, PA 19406.   
 
If you choose to request a PEC, the meeting will be held within 30 days of the date of this letter, 
although this timeframe may be extended due to impacts from COVID-19.  The conference will 
afford you the opportunity to provide your perspective on this matter, including the significance, 
cause, and corrective actions, as well as any other information that you believe the NRC should 
take into consideration before making an enforcement decision.  The topics discussed during 
the PEC may include information to determine whether a violation occurred, information to 
determine the significance of a violation, information related to the identification of a violation, 
and information related to any corrective actions taken or planned.  The PEC would be open for 
public observation and the NRC would issue a press release to announce the time and date of 
the conference.   
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s Rules of Practice, a copy of this letter, its 
enclosure, and your response, if you choose to provide one, will be made available 
electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC’s 
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC 
Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  To the extent possible, your response 
should not include any personal privacy, proprietary, or safeguards information so that it can be 
made available to the public without redaction. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Steve Shaffer of my staff at 
steve.shaffer@nrc.gov.  

Sincerely, 
 
 

       
 

 
Blake D. Welling, Director 
Division of Radiological Safety and Security 

 
 
Enclosures: 
1. NRC Inspection Report No. 03029462/2021006 
2. NRC Information Notice 96-28, "Suggested Guidance Relating to Development and 

Implementation of Corrective Action" 
 
Docket No.  03029462 
License No. 45-23645-01NA 
  

 cc w/Encls:  Capt. Anthony Williams, Executive Secretary, NRSC  
   Erik J. Abkemeier, Director, Radiation Programs Division 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY INSPECTION REPORT NO. 03029462/2021001 DATED 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2021 
 

DISTRIBUTION w/encl:  
SECY      RIDSSECYMAILCENTER 
OEMAIL 
OEWEB 
J Peralta, OE 
N Hasan, OE 
S Woods, OE 
M Burgess, NMSS 
B Welling, DRSS, RI    R1DNMSMAILRESOURCE 
T Bloomer, DRSS, RI 
C. Cahill, DRSS, RI 
D Screnci, PAO-RI / N Sheehan, PAO-RI 
M Ford, SAO-RI / F Gaskins, SAO-RI 
B Klukan, ORA, RI 
R McKinley, ORA, RI 
M McLaughlin, ORA, RI 
C Crisden, ORA, RI 
D Bearde, ORA, RI 
S Villar, RI  
Region I OE Files (with concurrences) 
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