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Prepared remarks and suggestions for NRC EJ drop-in on July 27, 2021 
Good afternoon.  Thank you for taking our comments today. 

I’ve lived in Richland County for almost 50 years. I served for thirteen years as the  director of  
an Emergency Food Program that served many residents in the Lower Richland section of the 
County. And I once, years ago, toured the Westinghouse Bluff Road Nuclear Fabrication Facility 
with a group wanting to maintain an educated awareness of what went on in a nuclear facility in 
our county. 

I live in a neighborhood not far from the Lower Richland community that is more urban, more 
white, more middle-class.  A nuclear laundry was in a industrial section on the edge of the 
residential one.  My neighbors and I had the knowledge and the ability to eventually have that 
nuclear laundry removed.  Today I am speaking out for those who sometimes cannot speak out 
for themselves. 

I greatly appreciate the Nuclear Regulatory Commission holding these meetings to increase input 
and dialogue. 

Recently I have learned that Westinghouse has hidden several leaks from the public.  I have also 
learned that the low-income communities near the Westinghouse facility rely on ground water 
and are therefore at risk from waste plumes spreading underground.   

Westinghouse needs to be monitored much more carefully than in the past.  Regulations need to 
be more stringent because of the recognized neglect. 

And because of this negligence, I find it unfathomable that Westinghouse is applying for a very 
long term (40-year) license.  That should not be awarded to this facility that has been negligent in 
good stewardship to the communities around it. 

My faith background teaches me to “love your neighbor as yourself.”  My faith background 
emphasizes integrity, community and stewardship of our land.   

Environmental justice is not being recognized or practiced at Westinghouse, given the adverse 
effects on community members and the land in this rural, lower-income area of Richland County. 

Today you are specifically asking for advice on increasing the effectiveness of the NRC in 
identifying and communicating with environmental justice communities.  Rural 
communities have little access to the digital media that many of us have.  I suggest not only 
meetings like this but other creative ways to communicate the environmental issues and 
problems so that members of the community can understand the concerns and speak out 
effectively.  For instance, I suggest communicating with easy-to-understand graphics and 
language.  I suggest simple flyers and pamphlets that can be shared at local churches, emergency 
pantries, and local stores.  This information should be shared with area governmental authorities 
such as City and County Councils.  Sharing the simple message on billboards and other signage 
in the rural areas would also be effective.  

Also, as an active participant in The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), I suggest that you 
work with the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) and their environmental and 
economic justice programs.  They are a very effective Quaker lobby group in Washington that I 
have had the privilege to work with on several issues. 

Elaine Frick, 2921 Oceola St, Columbia, SC 29205,   elainefrick@bellsouth.net 
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Other suggestions: 1) Create a postcard-size information piece that can be mailed or handed out in various ways.
Include very simple language and many graphics.  The two-page flyer that was shared at the meeting at Adult Senior
Citizens Center, Hopkins, is a great example. 2) There should be a NRC staffer dedicated to Environmental Justice. 3)
Since Lower Richland is an â€œinternet desert,â€  use iPhones, text messages, even old-fashioned phone trees for
communication.

Thank you for providing this well-organized opportunity! - Elaine Frick

Elaine Frick
elainefrick@bellsouth.net
2921 Oceola Street
Columbia, SC 29205
803-799-6437 (h)
803-931-2675 (c)


