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Good afternoon, 
 
The NRC staff continues to develop the survey methodology to identify sites of significance to the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe that could be affected by the Crow Butte ISR facility renewed license.  In support of this effort, we would 
appreciate if you can respond to the attached clarification questions at your earliest convenience.  
 
Thank you. 
Diana 
 
Diana Diaz-Toro 
Project Manager 
NMSS/REFS/ERMB 
301-415-0930 
diana.diaz-toro@nrc.gov 
 



Clarification Questions for Crow Butte Resources, Inc. 
 

July 19, 2021 
 
1. Referring to Crow Butte Resources, Inc.’s (CBR’s) Nebraska Department of 

Environmental Quality Underground Injection Control Permit 0122611 for the Crow Butte 
ISR facility (see Ex. CBR-017 from the 2015 evidentiary hearing), the permit contains a 
legal description of an area that totals 2,840 acres.  Is this the basis for indicating that 
the size of the license area is 2,840 acres (i.e., is the “license area” the same as the 
permit area boundary)?   
 

2. Referring to the 2007 license renewal application for the Crow Butte ISR facility (see Ex. 
CBR-011 from the 2015 evidentiary hearing), Table 1.3-1 on page 1-2 suggests that 
there is Federally-owned and state-owned land within the license area.  However, from 
the description later in Section 2.2.2 of the application, it looks like Table 1.3-1 reflects 
land ownership within a 5-mile radius of the license area, and not within the license area 
itself.  Please, confirm if this is correct.  Also, Figure 1.3-4 on page 1-9 of the application 
does not show any federal or state land within the license area.  Please confirm there is 
no federal or state-owned land within the 2,840-acre license area boundary.   
 

3. Please identify any specific areas of the site that would not be available/accessible 
during a potential tribal site survey because of safety or security reasons (or other 
reasons). 
 

4. Referring to the presentation provided by CBR at the May 13, 2021, pre-site visit 
meeting, where brief comments were made about the construction of the facility, please 
describe the extent of disturbance during wellfield construction.  For example, please 
explain whether all or most of the top soil was removed from the entire area during 
construction of the wellfields and associated facilities, or was soil only removed from 
specific areas where piping, wells, or header houses, etc., were placed, and to what 
depth soil was removed, if known.  
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