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CHAIRMAN
July7,2021

TheHonorableShelley Moore Capito
UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC 20510

DearSenatorCapito:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamrespondingto
yourMay25,2021,lettersupportingtheNRC's effortstoacceleratetheestablishment
oftherisk-informed,technology-inclusiveregulatory framework foradvancednuclear
technologies.Thankyouforrecognizingtheconsiderable workbytheNRCstaff"toensure
thatathoughtfulrulemakingisachievedontheaccelerated timeline."Thestaffiscurrently
workingtocompletethisrulemakingbyOctober2024, which wouldbesignificantlyaheadof
theNuclearEnergyInnovationandModernizationAct(NElMA) deadline ofDecember2027.

TheCommissionunderstandstheimportanceofthiseffort toenablethedevelopment
anddeploymentofadvancednucleartechnologies.TheNRCis developing apredictable,
andappropriatelyflexible,frameworktoenableamoreefficientlicensing process. The
frameworkwillaccommodatevariousadvancedreactortechnologies, prioritizing risk-informed
andperformance-basedlicensingapproachestoprotectpublichealthand safety throughout

thelifeofafacility.

Asnotedinyourletter,completingthisrulemakingonanacceleratedschedule requires
substantialeffortsandresources.TheNRCcontinuestoengagewithandseekinput from

numerousstakeholders,includingtheU.S.DepartmentofEnergy,tradegroups,vendors,

developers,nongovernmentalorganizations,membersofthepublic,Congress,andthe NRC's

AdvisoryCommitteeonReactorSafeguardsonthedevelopmentofthisproposedrule.The

CommissionwillsubmitareporttoCongressbyJuly14,2021,toprovideadetailedaccount of

theNRC'sprogresstowardestablishingthisregulatoryframeworkforadvancedreactor
technologies.

ThankyouforyourletterandyourcontinuedinterestintheNRC'sPart53rulemaking
efforts.Ifyouhaveadditionalquestionsorneedmoreinformation,pleasecontactme,
orhaveyourstaffcontactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressionalAffairs,
at301-415-1776.

Sincerely,

m
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ChristopherT.Hanson
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