
OST Site Visit

May 18, 2021



• Safety and the Environment

• People

• Integrity

• Excellence

Our Values



The Crow Butte Mine is located four miles southeast of Crawford, Nebraska, 

and encompasses 3,300 acres, of which approximately 1,100 acres has been 

affected by mining activities.

Started commercial production in April 1991

19 Employees currently engaged in restoring groundwater in the mined 

aquifer.  

The facility is designed to produce 800,000 lbs. of uranium annually using In 

situ recovery (ISR).  

All uranium produced is used for power generation.

Facility Facts 





Regulation

Federal and state agencies

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

NE Department of Environmental Quality

NE Department of Natural Resources

US Environmental Protection Agency

US Occupational Safety and Health Administration

US Department of Transportation



No waste rock or tailings

• ISR mining by recirculating 

groundwater through ore body to 

access uranium.  Uranium is 

recovered through ion exchange and  

water is then returned back to wells to 

recover additional uranium.

• Water + oxygen and baking soda is 

used to mobilize uranium so that it 

can be pumped to the surface 

facilities for processing.

In Situ Recovery (ISR)



● Tap only non-drinking water aquifers

● Water  is continually recycled in process

● Monitor wells are installed around and above mining activities

● Groundwater is restored to similar water quality as to before mining
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Protecting and Restoring Groundwater
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Previously Identified Cultural Resources



Previously Identified Cultural Resources







Protecting Wildlife and the Land

Once mining is complete, the land will be returned to its natural state



Facility Safety & Protocols

● Meet at Crow Butte Office at 1pm on May 18, 2021

● COVID-19 Survey and Site Hazard Assessment form will need to 

be signed by each person

● OST identify areas of interest on map

● Proceed in vehicles to areas of interest

● Return to CBO Office area

● OST Departs site





Directions to Crow Butte Office

From the intersection of Hwy 20 and Hwy 2 – 71 in Crawford, NE,  go 
about ½ mile north of the Cenex convenience store.  There is a grey 
steel sided building with equipment around it (east side of highway).  
Turn right on gravel county road (West Ash Creek Rd).  Go east two 
miles to a crossroad.  Take a right at the intersection, onto Squaw 
Creek Road.  Follow this road south about 2-1/4 miles to the “Crow 
Butte Project” sign, then take a left into plant road.


