
Cammenga and Associates, LLC
ATTN:  Christopher Karchon
Director of Strategic Initiatives
2011 Bailey St.
Dearborn, MI  48124

SUBJECT: DENIAL OF AMENDMENT REQUEST DATED DECEMBER 30, 2020, FOR 
CAMMENGA AND ASSOCIATES, LLC, LICENSE NO. 21-26460-03E AND SEALED SOURCE 
AND DEVICE REGISTATION CERTIFICATE NR-0210-D-101-E.

Dear Mr. Karchon:

This letter is in response to your application dated December 30, 2020, requesting amendments 
to NRC License No. 21-26460-03E and to sealed source and device registration certificate NR-
0210-D-101-E.  You requested authorization to distribute a product containing tritium under 
Section 32.22 of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) to persons exempt from 
the licensing requirements under 10 CFR 30.19.  In accordance with 10 CFR 32.22(b), we have 
determined that widespread distribution of the product may occur and result in the product being 
used as a household item and may result in mishandling, especially by children.  In addition, we 
have found that the use of tritium in the product is of questionable tangible benefit to the public 
(10 CFR 30.19(c)).  Therefore, pursuant to 10 CFR 2.103, your request to amend License No. 
21-26460-03E and to amend sealed source and device registration certificate NR-0210-D-101-E 
is hereby denied.  Please find attached a detailed statement of the basis for the denial of the 
application.

Pursuant to 10 CFR 2.103, you may request a hearing with respect to this denial within 20 days 
of the date of this letter.  A request for hearing must be filed in accordance with the NRC’s 
requirements specified in 10 CFR Part 2, Subpart C.  The request should reference this letter, 
NRC License No. 21-26460-03E and Docket No. 030-38679.
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of NRC’s “Rules of Practice and Procedure,” a copy of this 
letter and its enclosure will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public 
Document Room or from the Agencywide Documents Access Management System, accessible 
from the NRC Web site at https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.

Sincerely,

Kevin Williams, Director
Division of Materials Safety, Security, State,
  and Tribal Programs
Office of Nuclear Materials Safety
  and Safeguards

Docket No.: 030-38679
License No.: 21-26360-03E
Sealed Source and Device Case No.: 21-08

Enclosure:  Basis for Denial of Application

Clark, Theresa signing on behalf
 of Williams, Kevin
 on 07/01/21

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html


Enclosure

CAMMENGA AND ASSOCIATES, LLC
DENIAL OF APPLICATION DATED DECEMBER 30, 2020

BASIS FOR DENIAL OF APPLICATION

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has reviewed the Cammenga and 
Associates, LLC (Cammenga) application dated December 30, 2020 (Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML21006A198), and determined 
that the potential for widespread distribution of the product may occur and result in the product 
being used as a household item and may result in mishandling, especially by children.  
Additionally, products intended for use by the general public must provide a benefit to the public 
commensurate with the risk posed by the item (10 CFR 30.19(c)).   The general criteria for 
approval of individual products set forth in paragraphs 2 through 4 of the NRC’s Consumer 
Product Safety Policy provide additional information on these principles.  A copy of the policy 
statement can be found on the NRC’s public Web site: https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-
collections/commission/policy/index.html#consumer. The basis for the denial of the 
application is provided below.

During the review of the application and amendment request, the NRC was not able to identify 
the tangible benefits to the public of the product with tritium based on the information provided 
by Cammenga.1  In addition, approval of this product may result in widespread use of 
radioactive material in household items and may be subject to mishandling, especially by 
children, since distribution cannot be limited to specialized individuals. 
  
Tangible Benefits

In a letter dated February 18, 2020, Cammenga submitted an amendment request to 
registration certificate NR-0210-D-101-E, requesting to add new device model numbers to the 
VERSA Series for a FIXED series of tools.  In response to this request, the NRC staff performed 
an acceptance review and found that the application was lacking the required information for 
approval of products intended for use by the general public.  In a letter dated April 6, 2020 
(ADAMS Accession No. ML20085G069), the staff informed Cammenga of the results of the 
acceptance review and stated that, contrary to the Consumer Product Safety Policy, 
Cammenga’s application to amend its sealed source and device registration certificate and 
exempt distribution license did not address the intended use of the products or provide a clear 
description of the product.

Cammenga resubmitted its application on April 24, 2020.  Review of this application was 
suspended because the licensee did not provide sufficient information regarding prototype 
testing and inconsistency in dimensions.  In a letter dated October 27, 2020 (ADAMS Accession 
No. ML20296A362), the NRC staff informed Cammenga, if it decided to re-submit its 
amendment application at a later date, that Cammenga would need to submit a complete new 
request with sufficient information to allow the NRC to evaluate its device.

On December 30, 2020, Cammenga resubmitted its amendment application.  In this application, 
Cammenga did not provide the proposed use of the devices.  In a letter dated April 26, 2021 

1 Letters dated February 18, 2020 (ADAMS Accession No. ML20079D918), April 24, 2020 (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML20126G390), December 30, 2020 (ADAMS Accession No. ML21006A198), and 
April 29, 2021 (ADAMS Accession No. ML21137A111).

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/commission/policy/index.html#consumer
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/commission/policy/index.html#consumer
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(ADAMS Accession No. ML21111A171), the NRC requested that Cammenga provide a clear 
statement of the intended use of the product.  In a letter dated April 29, 2021, Cammenga 
provided the following statement: “These added VERSA Series devices are multi-tools intended 
to be used for prying, cutting, screwing, opening, repairing/fixing, and servicing gear/ 
equipment.”

Based on Cammenga’s response regarding the proposed use of the products, the staff 
determined that the addition of tritium in this product does not provide a clear tangible benefit to 
the public.  A self-luminous feature on the multi-tool is not the principal use and provides an 
ancillary use separate from the main features of the tool.  While Cammenga’s response to the 
NRC’s letter regarding the purpose of the multi-tool states, in part, that in can be used for 
“screwing/prying open a battery box on a [global positioning system device] while in theater,” the 
licensing process will not limit the availability or the authorized use of the product to such uses.

Widespread Use

In its application dated April 24, 2020, Cammenga stated that the types of users for other 
approved models from their VERSA series would also be users of their FIXED series models.  
Cammenga had previously described users of the VERSA series as follows:

The types of users who will purchase and use Tritium multi-tools are highly 
experienced outdoor survivalists, military personnel, and members of law 
enforcement.  As such, these users tend to be very selective in the type of gear 
they use and take proper care of their gear.

Based on the design of the tritium multi-tool, the potential exists for the multi-tool to be used by 
unintended users.  Although the product is intended to be a safe device, the multi-tool may 
easily be available to children.  Additionally, despite Cammenga’s stated intent that the multi-
tool be distributed to highly experienced outdoor survivalists, military personnel, and members 
of law enforcement, the NRC’s licensing process would not impose such a restriction.  If 
approved under an exempt distribution license, the multi-tool may be distributed to any member 
of the public with no control or oversight as to who the multi-tool goes to after its initial 
distribution.  This may result in misuse of the product, thus raising the concern of exposure of 
the public to the radioactive material.  The staff finds that the product does not provide an 
unusual degree of utility that justifies the potential widespread use of radiative materials.

Conclusion

Based on the NRC staff’s review of the description of the product and its intended use, the NRC
denies Cammenga’s request to approve the distribution of VERSA series “FIXED” models 
containing tritium to persons exempt from regulatory requirements.  The introduction of tritium 
into the product, and its subsequent distribution, may result in widespread use of radioactive 
materials and does not have a clear tangible benefit to the public.
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