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Under t he Freedom of Information Act I request t he fol lowing records: 

1. Al l stud ies reviewed by t he Office of the Inspector Genera l concerning t he security at 

the Lake Jocassee Dam. 

2. Any and all st udies done by t he NRC staff concern ing the security at the Lake Jocassee 

Dam. 

3. Any and all st udies concern ing t he security at the Lake Jocassee Dam done by an outside 

organ ization (e .g. FERC, OHS, Duke Energy) and reviewed by or possessed by any NRC 

staff member. 

Please see t he emai l t ra il below. I requested t hese records in 2016 and appealed t he NRC IG's 

det erminat ion that no such records exist. The purpose of this request is to (1) give the NRC IG 

anot her opport unity to release the request ed documents in case t hey actual ly did review any 

securit y studies for t he Lake Jocassee Dam, (2) broaden t he scope of t his request to include 

the entire NRC, and (3) updat e the date of my request in the event t hat as of t he dat e of my 

original request (i .e. 2016-March-22) no such records existed but that since t he closure of t hat 

request the NRC OIG has reviewed one or more securit y studies on t he Lake Jocassee Dam. 

Thank you, 

Larry 

Lawrence S. Criscione 
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From: "Criscione, Lawrence" <Lawrence.Criscione@nrc.gov> 

To: "Kirkwood, Sara" <Sara.Kirkwood@nrc.gov>, "Holahan, Gary" <Gary.Holahan@nrc.gov>, 

"Clark, Theresa" <Theresa.Clark@nrc.gov> 

Cc: "tomd@whistleb lower.org" <tomd@whistleblower.org>, "(6) (6) ---------
Ill 

( 6} ( 6} > 

Subject: Failure to study Dam Security 

Sara et. al., 

In his response to the FOIA appeal mentioned below, Hubert Bell confirmed that his agents 
have not reviewed a single study regarding whether or not the Lake Jocassee Dam is 



vulnerable to terrorist action or internal sabotage.

My have concerns have always been about dams failing due to acts of nature and not from
acts of sabotage.  However, given the secretive silo-ing of flooding information, there are
obviously many individuals within the NRC and the US Army Corp of Engineers who
believe that there are credible security threats to dams.  That being the case, after knowing
about this problem for a decade should we not at least have studied the issue?

Is the Lake Jocassee Dam vulnerable to terrorist action?  If so, should it not be guarded
against the same Design Basis Threat (DBT) used for Oconee?  If not, why are we being so
secretive about flood heights and basic dam design?  Is the Lake Jocassee Dam vulnerable
to internal sabotage?  If so, does Duke Energy screen individuals granted access to the
dam to the same level as it screens individuals granted access to Oconee?

These questions might not have been in the OSC referral letter, but they should be
answered.  I will certainly be pointing them out—and any lack of consideration of them—in
my comments upon your response to the President via the OSC.

Larry

Lawrence S. Criscione

 

From: Lawrence Criscione  
Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 10:16 PM
To: Bell, Hubert <Hubert.Bell@nrc.gov>; Lee, David <David.Lee@nrc.gov>
Cc: Andoh, Roger <Roger.Andoh@nrc.gov>; Dave Lochbaum
<dlochbaum@ucsusa.org>; Paul Gunter <paul@beyondnuclear.org>; Paul Blanch
< >; whistleblower@ronjohnson.senate.gov; Tom Devine
<tomd@whistleblower.org>; Jim Riccio <jriccio@greenpeace.org>; FOIA Resource
<FOIA.Resource@nrc.gov>; William R. Corcoran, Ph.D., P.E.
<william.r.corcoran@1959.usna.com>
Subject: [External_Sender] Appeal of search adequacy for FOIA/PA-2016-0397
 
Mr. Bell,
 
Please accept this email as a FOIA appeal.
 
On October 15, 2012 I wrote a letter to the Chairman of the Senate Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs (HS&GA).  That letter is attached for
your reference (it follows the one page letter Senator Lieberman sent to you on
Dec. 18, 2012).
 
On page 2 of my letter I requested that the HS&GA verify that the NRC is ensuring
access to Jocassee Dam is adequately guarded and is ensuring personnel with
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access to the pump storage plant at Jocassee Dam are adequately screened for
insider threats.
 
On page 4 of the 2012-Oct-15 letter I requested that the HS&GA ensure that after
five years of assuming there is a security threat to Jocassee Dam, the NRC has
adequately assessed the minimum required threat capable of jeopardizing the
integrity of the Lake Jocassee Dam.
 
In early December 2012 I reiterated my concerns to the HS&GA in a joint letter
with Paul Blanch which also included Paul's concerns regarding the natural gas
pipeline near Indian Point.
 
On December 18, 2012 Senator Lieberman forwarded my 2012-Oct-15 letter onto
you for your consideration.
 
On March 22, 2016 I requested under the Freedom of Information Act:
 

1. All studies reviewed by the Office of the Inspector General concerning the
security at the Lake Jocassee Dam.

2. All replies from the Office of the Inspector General to the Senate Committee
on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs concerning the 2012-Dec-18
letter from Senator Lieberman to Hubert Bell.

 
On March 30, 2016 I received the attached response stating that no records could
be found.
 
I find it hard to believe that your agents have never reviewed any studies
concerning whether or not the security at the Lake Jocassee Dam is adequate to
protect the dam--and the downstream reactors at Oconee--from terrorist attack
and/or internal sabotage.  I am therefore appealing the 2016-Mar-16 FOIA
response on the grounds of inadequate search.
 
I also find it hard to believe that neither the NRC nor any other federal agency has
ever assessed the adequacy of the security of the Lake Jocassee Dam; however
due to the regulatory gaps described in my 2012-Oct-15 letter (e.g. FERC
regulates the Lake Jocassee Dam but has no mandate to ensure it is protected to
the same design basis threat as the downstream nuclear reactor plants which it
would flood) I do recognize it is possible that both FERC and the NRC have
avoided addressing security issues surrounding the dam.  However, if that is the
case (i.e. if neither FERC nor the NRC has adequately studied whether the Lake



Jocassee Dam poses a security threat to the Oconee reactors) I would expect that
you would have reported back to the HS&GA that you found a gap in the
regulatory domains of FERC and the NRC.
 
Therefore, I find it hard to believe that FOIA 2016-0397 would find no records.  I
would expect either that your agents satisfactorily determined the existence of at
least one security study showing the Lake Jocassee Dam is adequately guarded
against sabotage or that you reported back to the HS&GA that there is currently
an outstanding concern regarding whether the security at the FERC regulated
dam is adequate to ensure the security of the downstream NRC regulated
reactors.
 
Please ensure your agents conduct an adequate search for the records requested
under FOIA/PA 2016-0397.
 
Thank you,
Larry
Lawrence S. Criscione

 

From: foia.resource@nrc.gov
To: 
CC: Nina.Argent@nrc.gov
Date: Wed, 6 Apr 2016 14:42:02 -0400
Subject: FOIA/PA-2016-0397 Final Response

Dear Mr. Criscione: Please find attached NRC’s final response to your FOIA
request, FOIA/PA-2016-00397.
Please take a moment to help us improve our FOIA processes, and let us know
what your experience has been.  Just click on this embedded link: 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/foia/foia-user-survey.html.  Once you have
completed the survey, just click the "SUBMIT" button and your survey response
will be returned to us. 

Thank you,
Freedom of Information, Privacy & Information Collections Branch 
Customer Service Division, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Mail Stop: T-5F09
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
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FOIA.Resource@nrc.gov   Ph: 301-415-7169    Fax: 301-415-5130




