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All AEC Licensees
CATEGORIES OF VIOLATIONS OF AEC REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

On November 1, 1972, copies of the AEC "CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING
ENFORCEMENT ACTION'" were sent to all AEC Licensees and the AEC
Public Document Room and a notice was placed in the Federal

Register concerning their availability to all persons upon request.
These criteria described the enforcement actions to be taken with
respect to future violations of the AEC rules and license conditioms.
Enforcement actions include administrative actions in the form of
written Notices of Violations, civil monetary penalties, orders to

"cease and desist" and orders for the modification, suspension, or
revocation of a license.

With regard to written Notices of Violation, the correspondence
with licensees in the past has identified the violations with no
attempt to categorize their severity. The Commission and repre-
sentatives of the nuclear industry have recognized that the sig-
nificance of violations of AEC requirements vary in their potential
for affecting the health and safety of the public, the common defense
and security, and the environment. In view of this, the Commission
believes that it is desirable to include in future Notices of Viola-
tion some indication of the significance of each violation cited.

As a means of categorizing the violations into an order of severity
which would express their relative significance, the Commission has

established three severity categories. The three categories are
defined as follows:

Category I - Those violations which have caused, or if not
corrected, will likely cause radiation exposures
to employees or the public in excess of permissible
limits, the release of radioactive materials in
effluents in excess of permissible limits, or a
threat to the common defense and securdity -or the
environment.
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Category II - Those violations which, if not corrected, may lead
to or contribute to an occurrence, incident, or
situation involving radiation exposure to employees
or the public in excess of permissible limits, the
release of radioactive materials in effluents in
excess of permissible limits, or a threat to the
common defense and security or the environment.

Category III - Those violations involving documentation, posting,
or procedural matters which are readily correctable.

A violation under one set of conditions or circumstances may fit
Category III and the same violation may be designated as Category I
or II under different conditions. For example, failure to label
small quantities of clé could be Category III, but failure to label
containers of waste solutions having high concentrations of fission-
able materials could be designated as Category II in a scrap recovery
process where it may result in a criticality accident.

The AEC will assign, in future enforcement correspondence to licensees,
a severity category for each violation cited.
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