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AllAECLicensees

CATEGORIESOF VIOLATIONS OF AECREGULATORYREQUIREMENTS

On November1, 1972,copies of theAEC"CRITERIAFORDETERMINING
ENFORCEMENTACTION"were sent to allAECLicenseesand theAEC
PublicDocumentRoomanda notice was placedin theFederal
Registerconcerningtheiravailability to allpersonsuponrequest.
Thesecriteriadescribedthe enforcement actionsto be takenwith
respectto futureviolationsof the AECrulesandlicenseconditions.
Enforcementactionsincludeadministrative actionsin theformof
writtenNoticesof Violations,civil monetary penalties,ordersto
"ceaseanddesist"andordersforthe modification, suspension,or
revocationof a license.

With regardto writtenNoticesof Violation, the correspondence

withlicenseesin thepast has identifiedthe violations withno
attempt to categorizetheirseverity.TheCommission andrepre-
sentativesof thenuclearindustryhaverecognized that thesig-
nificanceof violationsofAECrequirementsvary in their potential
foraffectingthehealthandsafetyof thepublic,the common defense
andsecurity,andtheenvironment.In viewof this, the Commission

believesthatit is desirableto includein futureNotices of Viola-

tionsomeindicationof thesignificanceof eachviolation cited.

As a meansof categorizingtheviolationsintoan orderof severity

whichwouldexpresstheirrelativesignificance,theCommission has

establishedthreeseveritycategories.The threecategoriesare
definedas follows:

CategoryI - Thoseviolationswhichhavecaused,or if not
corrected,willlikelycauseradiationexposures
to employeesor thepublicin excessof permissible
limits,thereleaseof radioactivematerialsin
effluentsin excessofpermissiblelimits,or a
threatto thecommondefenseandsecurityor the
environment.
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Category II - Those violationswhich, if not corrected,may lead
to or contributeto an occurrence,incident,or
situation involvingradiationexposureto employees
or thepublicin excessof permissiblelimits,the
release of radioactivematerialsin effluentsin
excess of permissiblelimits,or a threatto the

'

common defenseand securityor theenvironment.

CategoryIII - Those violations involvingdocumentation,posting,
or procedural matters whichare readilycorrectable.

A violationunderone set of conditions or circumstancesmay fit
CategoryIIIandthesameviolation maybe designatedas CategoryI
or II underdifferentconditions. Forexample,failureto label
smallquantitiesofC14couldbe Category III,butfailureto label
containersof waste solutionshaving high concentrations of fission-
ablematerialscouldbe designated as Category II in a scraprecovery
processwhereit mayresultin a criticality accident.

TheAECwillassign,in futureenforcement correspond'ence to licensees,
a severitycategoryforeachviolationcited.

F. E. Kruesi
Directorof Regulatory Operations
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