
 
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

PROGRAM EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 

614 SICARD STREET SE  
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD, DC 20376-7007 

          IN REPLY REFER TO 
  4740 
  PEO CV/193 
  17 Apr 21 

 
From: Program Executive Officer, Aircraft Carriers (PMS 312) 
To: APTIM Federal Services, LLC 
 
Subj: SURFACE SHIP SUPPORT BARGE (SSSB) DISMANTLEMENT AND 

DISPOSAL, CONTRACT N00024-20-C-4139, WET TOW PLAN; 
APPROVAL OF 

 
Ref:  (a) Wet Tow Plan, Surface Ship Support Barge Dismantlement   
          and Disposal March 2021, Revision 0     
      (b) Surface Ship Support Barge (SSSB) Dismantlement and 

Disposal, Contract N00024-20-C-4139 
       
1.  This letter provides approval of reference (a).  
 
2.  Background: In accordance with reference (b) contract for 
dismantlement and disposal of the Surface Ship Support Barge 
(SSSB), APTIM Federal Services, LLC provided reference (a) to 
NAVSEA (00C) for review and acceptance. Reference (a) provides 
a Voyage Plan for movement of the SSSB from Newport News, VA to 
Colonna’s Shipyard in Norfolk, VA.    
 
3.  Discussion:   
 
    a. Reference (a) provides requirements which will be met 
for transfer of custody from SUPSHIPNN to APTIM in Huntington 
Ingalls Industries – Newport News Shipbuilding (HII-NNS) dry 
dock 2 (DD2). SSSB navigational control from HII-NNS tugs to 
APTIM tugs will occur in navigable waters in the vicinity of 
DD2 for subsequent tow to Colonna’s Shipyard.  
  
    b. The SSSB is currently in the custody of HII-NNS. 
Transfer of SSSB custody to SUPSHIPNN will occur coincident 
with transfer of custody from SUPSHIPNN to APTIM. Requirements 
for transfer from HII-NNS to SUPSHIPNN have been separately 
approved by NAVSEA. Transfer of the radiological areas and 
condition will occur as part of the transfer of custody.   
 
    c. The NAVSEA team reviewed APTIM’s Wet Tow Plan and 
identified outstanding items required for the transfer of the 
SSSB. Specifically, a plan to monitor the SSSB during de-
ballasting. APTIM provided a clarification to reference (a) 
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with the following: During the wet tow, APTIM will continue 
monitoring the SSSB by taking soundings every hour. Once at 
Colonna’s Shipyard pier-side, APTIM will perform the following 
during the entire de-ballasting event: 
 
       (1) Measure tank soundings at the beginning of each 
shift 
 
       (2) Measure soundings at the end of each shift 
 
       (3) Have a tug Captain on standby who will verify the 
vessel draft marks 2x daily to validate stable vessel level and 
log the readings  
 
       (4) Run pumps for de-ballasting for a 10-hr shift during 
the day (0700-1730).   
 
4.  Action: 
 
    a. PMS 312 approves reference (a). 
 
    b. SUPSHIPNN is requested to transfer SSSB custody to APTIM 
upon the recommendation of NAVSEA 00C.     
 
5.  Point of Contact is PMS 312D Assistant Program Manager Mr. 
Herbert R. Duff, (202)781-2129 or email:  
herbert.r.duff@navy.mil. 
 
 
 

H. R. Duff 
By direction 

 
 
Copy to: 
NAVSEA (Picard, Knight) 
NAVSEA 00C (J. Ruth, V. Jarecki) 
NAVSEA 0241 (J. Low, T. Parcak, S. Cline) 
SUPSHIP NEWPORT NEWS 150N, 153, 400, 424, 440 
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