
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Veterans Health Administration 

National Radiation Safety Committee 
National Health Physics Program 

2200 Fort Roots Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72114 

In Reply Refer To: 11SPEC12 

February 5, 2021 

Bryan Parker 
Division of N~clear Material Safety 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region Ill 
2443 Warrenville Road , Suite 210 
Lisle, Illinois 60532-4352 

Re: NRC License No. 03-23853-01VA 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

We request an amendment to the referenced NRC license to allow a revision, detailed 
below, to Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) #5, National Health Physics Program 
(NHPP) Incident Response Procedure. The requested revision was approved by the VHA 
National Radiation Safety Committee at its meeting on February 3, ·2021. 

Proposed change: 

The first two sentences in Paragraph 5.a. of SOP #5 state, "Each NHPP program 
manager and the RCPO shall maintain a set of calibrated portable radiation survey 
instruments. Each set shall include a thin-window pancake-type GM survey meter 
suitable for surface contamination surveys, and a meter with a linear energy response 
capable of measuring exposure rates in the range from 1 mR/h to over 1.0 R/h." The 
meters "with a linear energy response capable of measuring exposure rates in the range 
from 1 mR/h to over 1.0 R/h" have been ion chamber survey meters. 

Each NHPP program manager maintains a calibrated thin-window pancake-type GM 
survey· meter suitable for surface contamination surveys and approximate measurements 
of radiation levels and takes the meter on inspections. I am not aware of any cases in 
two decades of NHPP operations in which a manager has needed to take an ion chamber 
survey meter on an inspection. Furthermore, ion chamber survey meters are bulky and 
may cause problems during security screening before air travel. 

We request an amendment to the VA license to change these two sentences to the effect 
of: 

Each NHPP Program Manager and the RCPO shall maintain a calibrated thin-window 
pancake-type GM survey ·meter suitable for surface contamination survey_s. · NHPP shall 
also maintain at least two calibrated meters (e.g., ion chamber survey meters) with a 
linear energy response capable of measuring exposure rates in the range from 1 m R/h to 
over 1.0 R/h that can be deployed as needed. 

RECE IVED FEB 11 2021 



We do not believe that this requested change will adversely affect radiati , , """ ., 
regulatory compliance. Please contact me, at 501 257-1571, if you require further 
information related to this amendment request. 

Sincerely , 

Edwin M. Digitally signed by Edwin M. 
Leidholdt 398105 

Leidholdt 398105Date: 2021 .02.0512:27:50-08'00' 

Edwin M. Leidholdt, Jr., Ph.D., FACR 
Executive Secretary, VHA National Radiation Safety Committee 
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