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Key Messages   

 Fuel transfer operations, moving spent nuclear fuel from wet to dry storage, can safely continue at SONGS 

with COVID-19 controls in place. 

 Southern California Edison is taking the right steps in terms of employee safety by pausing operations to 

ensure the SONGS-specific pandemic protocol was in place and would be effective. Only work that can 

proceed under the new protocol is advancing. 

 The Community Engagement Panel is committed to holding the outlier events meeting, currently 

targeting May 28, with input from community members. This meeting will provide important factual 

information from experts on a range of topics regarding the safe storage of spent nuclear fuel at SONGS. 

Please encourage your colleagues to attend. 

5 Key Takeaways 

1. The Big Picture – Deconstruction of the plant is underway. Main projects are occurring inside the 

containment domes and just north of the plant where a rail spur is being upgraded. Look for SCE to share 

more information in the weeks ahead about traffic flow in and around the entrance to San Onofre State 

Beach. 

2. The first monthly spent fuel storage area radiation monitoring report has been posted on line. The reports 

are available on the California Dept. of Public Health – Radiological Health Branch website. The reports 

show the very, very low level of radiation being emitted on site by the spent fuel storage facilities. Off-

site, the levels are indistinguishable from the natural background radiation levels. 

3. Environmental – A new interactive map detailing ocean sampling locations is now available on the SONGS 

Community website. Along with the sampling locations, the environmental reports are also posted as they 

are completed and verified. There are 19 sampling locations and five control locations. 

Information was also shared about a wastewater release from the sewage treatment plant on site. The 

7,000 gallon release presented no impact to the public according to the SD County Dept. of Environmental 

Health, due to the level of dilution it underwent prior to release (which occurs 1.1 miles off-shore). Plant 

engineers are continuing to look for a cause for the release. 

4. Fuel transfer operations at SONGS are moving forward smoothly. As of this meeting, 55 of 73 canisters of 

spent fuel have been safely stored in the Holtec dry fuel storage system. There was a pause to train the 

crews on the SONGS-specific pandemic protocol. SCE continues to post updates on FTO progress on the 

SONGS Community website. 

5. There was some discussion around the likelihood of moving the spent nuclear fuel now stored at SONGS 

off-site, and how long that process might take, when would it start and where would it go? All good 

questions. SCE has engaged North Wind, Inc., with support from the SCE Experts Team, to develop a 

Strategic Plan, and a Conceptual Transportation Plan. Those plans support SCE’s efforts to assess the 

feasibility of relocating the fuel to a commercially reasonable, off-site facility. The plans will be completed 

by the end of the year. 

Shareables 

 Read more about the SONGS response to COVD-19. 

 Visit the SONGS YouTube channel to see where the early deconstruction work is happening. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DRSEM/Pages/RHB-Environment/SONGS-ISFSI-reports.aspx
https://www.songscommunity.com/stewardship/environmental-monitoring-around-san-onofre/interactive-map?preview=55ca
https://www.songscommunity.com/need-to-know/overview/fuel-transfer-operations-update-march-19-2020
https://www.songscommunity.com/news/releases/san-onofre-nuclear-plant-response-to-covid-19-pandemic
https://youtu.be/DOQ8cVsuFX0

