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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

+ + + + + 

PUBLIC ONLINE WEBINAR FOR THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE DISPOSAL OF MINE WASTE AT 

THE UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION MILL SITE IN MCKINLEY 

COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

+ + + + + 

WEDNESDAY 

DECEMBER 9, 2020 

+ + + + + 

The Meeting convened via WebEx, at 4:00 

p.m. EST, Chip Cameron, Facilitator, presiding. 
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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 

 4:04 p.m. 

MR. CAMERON:  Good afternoon, everyone.  

My name is Chip Cameron and I'm going to be your 

facilitator for the public meeting tonight, and I'm 

going to go through the meeting process for you in a 

few minutes so that you'll understand exactly what's 

going to happen tonight.   

Usually we open any meetings with the 

Navajo with a prayer, and I'm hoping that we have 

Seraphina Nez on the line to say a prayer for us. 

Seraphina, are you there? 

(No audible response.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Let me see if Dariel -- 

Dariel Yazzie, are you there? 

(No audible response.) 

MS. WALDRON:  Please press *0, or *1. 

MR. CAMERON:  Seraphina? 

(No audible response.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Joanna, would you feel 

comfortable opening the meeting with a prayer for us 

in Diné? 

MS. MANYGOATS:  I will be happy to.  Can 

you hear me? 
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MR. CAMERON:  Yes, and for everybody out 

there on the line, this is Joanna Manygoats and she is 

our translator, but she's also going to open the 

meeting up with a prayer for us. 

Go ahead, Joanna. 

MS. MANYGOATS:  I will say my prayer in 

the Navajo language. 

(Native language spoken.) 

MS. MANYGOATS:  There you go.  Go ahead, 

Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Thank you.  Thank you very 

much, Joanna, for that prayer. 

MS. MANYGOATS:  You're welcome. 

MR. CAMERON:  We will have in addition to 

all of you out there who are going to comment, we also 

plan on hearing from Dariel Yazzie, who is the head of 

the Navajo EPA Superfund Program, specifically 

focusing on indigenous knowledge, the Navajo 

fundamental law.  And Dariel will have his staff with 

him, and we -- hopefully we'll have some delegates 

from the Navajo legislature talking to us later on.  

  But right now I'd just like to give you a 

few words about the meeting process.  The Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission received a license amendment 
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request from the United Nuclear Corporation to allow 

the corporation to dispose of hard rock mine waste at 

its mill tailing site in Church Rock.  

The site is still under license, but it's 

in decommissioning mode now.  In a few minutes we're 

going to hear from Ashley Waldron, who is the NRC -- 

that stands for Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  Ashley 

will give you an overview of the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement that the NRC has prepared to help its 

evaluation of whether to grant the license amendment 

request from the United Nuclear Corporation.  We also 

have Christine Pineda with us here tonight, who is 

Ashley's co-project manager on the preparation of the 

Environmental Impact Statement. 

One fundamental part of the NRC's 

evaluation of a license request, license amendment 

request, license application is the preparation of an 

Environmental Impact Statement that identifies any 

potential environmental impacts if the license 

amendment is granted.  So this EIS, this Draft EIS 

that's been prepared has been prepared under the 

authority of federal legislation, the National 

Environmental Policy Act.  You may hear the acronym 

NEPA, N-E-P-A.  That stands for National Environmental 
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Policy Act. 

So the NRC is here with you tonight in 

this virtual public meeting to listen to and evaluate 

any public comments on the Draft EIS.  As I said 

that's one part of the NRC evaluation of the license 

amendment request.   

There's a second key part of the analysis 

of the license amendment, and that's a safety 

analysis.  That's prepared under the authority of the 

Atomic Energy Act and that results in what's called a 

Safety Evaluation Report.  So we have an EIS, we have 

a Safety Evaluation Report. 

And in the room with me tonight at NRC 

Headquarters here in Rockville, Maryland and on the 

phone also listening in are members of the NRC staff. 

 Staff members that are responsible for the 

environmental analysis and also staff members that are 

responsible for preparation of the safety analysis.  

And I thought it would be useful to introduce them at 

this point.  And by the way, the staff -- NRC staff 

member who is helping us with the web tech -- WebEx 

technology is Kellee Jamerson. 

So we have Jessie Quintero, who's the 

branch chief of the Environmental Review and Materials 
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Branch.  And Ashley Waldron and Christine Pineda, who 

are the environmental project managers are in Jessie's 

branch. 

We also have the division director, John 

Tappert, with us tonight.  He is the director of the 

Division of Rulemaking, Environmental and Financial 

Support.  In a few minutes we're going to hear a 

welcome from John. 

In terms of the safety analysis we have 

Jim Smith, who is the technical project manager on the 

safety review.  And he is in Bill Von Till -- another 

NRC member -- Bill Von Till's branch, which is Uranium 

Recovery and Materials Decommissioning. 

We also have several other people 

from the NRC staff.  We have Adam Gendelman from our 

Office of General Counsel.  We have Angel Moreno from 

our Office of Congressional Affairs.  We have Dave 

McIntyre, who is with our Office of Public Affairs.  

And for you media people out there, Dave is the person 

to get in touch with if you have media questions.  And 

we'll try to put his NRC email up there for you in a 

few minutes. 

Joan Olmstead is on the phone.  Joan is 

with our Tribal Liaison Branch here at NRC.  And they 
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are experts in working with tribal governments.  You 

may remember the name Sandy Talley.  Sandy is usually 

the liaison from Tribal Liaison with the Navajos, but 

she is on vacation.  So Joan is sitting in tonight for 

her. 

And finally, we have Miriam Juckett.  The 

NRC has used the Southwest Research Institute as its 

contractor to help it prepare the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement and the Final Environmental Impact 

Statement, and Miriam is the environmental manager 

down there at Southwest Research Institute in San 

Antonio, Texas. 

And finally we have another division 

director, Trish Holahan, who is a director of the 

Division here at NRC.  Trish is listening in tonight 

and her branch is the Decommissioning and Low-Level 

Waste Division.   

Okay.  Thank you for being on, Trish. 

All these staff members are here to listen 

to your concern and recommendations.  They're not 

going to be responding to any comments that you make 

tonight or any questions that you might have in your 

comments, but they will carefully evaluate what you 

say as part of the preparation of the Final EIS.  And 
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even though the comment period on the Draft EIS 

doesn't close until sometime in February, note that 

that comment period has been extended from December 

28th.  But this gives the NRC staff a head start to 

start thinking about your comments.  And we want to 

make sure that we hear from everyone who wants to talk 

tonight and we also want to ensure that we listen to 

those of you who may only speak Diné.   

So accordingly, first of all, the 

guidelines for speakers are six, seven minutes, but 

you have some flexibility.  At last week's meeting we 

didn't really run into any problems of people going on 

and on, but I'll remind you if we have to move on so 

that we can hear everybody that's on the phone.  And 

you can always expand on what you want to say in your 

written comments.  Ashley in her overview will tell 

you how you do that. 

So second of all, we have a translator to 

translate Diné into English for us so that the staff 

will know what someone speaking in Diné has said, but 

also so that we can get their comments on the 

transcript that we're taking of this meeting, get 

their comments on there in English.   

And we do have a court reporter on the 
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line with us.  I don't know if it's Sam Wojack again 

or someone else, but -- it is Sam Wojack.  He's taking 

all of this down and that transcript -- that's going 

to be available to all of you in about 10 days.  And 

the one from last week will be available sooner.  But 

you can see what was said during these two meetings, 

last week's and today's.  And as I said, if we need 

translation assistance, Joanna, who was very kind to 

say the opening prayer for us, she's here. 

And, Joanna, do you want to say anything 

else to people to just tell that you're here to help 

translate any Diné speakers into English? 

MS. MANYGOATS:  I will.   

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Go ahead. 

MS. MANYGOATS:  (Native language spoken.) 

Okay.  Go ahead, Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you, Joanna.  

And when you're not on the line, can you just mute 

your phone so that we don't get any feedback?  So 

thank you and I'm sure we'll be hearing from you later 

on in the meeting.  Thank you very much, Joanna. 

MS. MANYGOATS:  You're welcome. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  So Lorraine is our 

operator tonight. 



 12 
 

 
 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 

And, Lorraine, when we go out -- hear from 

all of you who want to comment by phone, Lorraine is 

going to give you instructions every so often to tell 

you how to sign up to speak. 

And, Lorraine, are you on now? 

(No audible response.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Well, Lorraine will 

be back later and -- 

OPERATOR:  I'm here, yes. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- she'll tell you how to -- 

oh, Lorraine, are you on? 

OPERATOR:  Yes, I'm here. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Lorraine, can you 

just tell people now, and we'll get you to repeat this 

later, that if they want to sign up to speak, to 

comment, what they need to do? 

OPERATOR:  Yes.  If you would like to make 

a comment, please press *1, unmute your phone and 

record your name clearly.  If you need to remove your 

comment, please press *2. 

MR. CAMERON:  And, Lorraine, I think this 

is correct, but if people want to start signing up now 

before Ashley is done, before we hear from John 

Tappert, can they start to sign up now? 
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OPERATOR:  Yes, the Q&A line is open now. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you, Lorraine. 

OPERATOR:  You're welcome. 

MR. CAMERON:  And let's go to John 

Tappert.  He's our senior official -- NRC official 

here tonight, and as I mentioned, he is the division 

director where this is being prepared.  And after 

John's done, I think I'll go to Dariel Yazzie to say a 

few words to us about Navajo Fundamental Law. 

John? 

MR. TAPPERT:  Thanks, Chip.  And I just 

wanted to say welcome.  Again, my name is John Tappert 

and I'm the director for the Division of Rulemaking, 

Environmental and Financial Support, which is the 

group responsible for the development of the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement. 

Today we're asking for your comments on a 

Draft EIS which is a result of the NRC staff's 

evaluation of the environmental impacts associated 

with United Nuclear Corporation's proposal to dispose 

of the mine waste at the adjacent mill site.  It's 

important to note that any comments received in this 

webinar form are handled in the same manner as those 

comments received at an in-person meeting.   
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Your comments presented here tonight are 

recorded and transcribed.  The staff will review and 

analyze them and will update the Final EIS Report as 

appropriate.  Comments received during this webinar 

will be made available in a transcript of today's 

meeting that will be posted to the NRC's project 

review website in about a week-and-a-half after this 

meeting. 

Our staff is disappointed that it won't be 

able to meet with you face-to-face today.  Last week 

we heard some good suggestions on how we could improve 

the format and structure of future meetings and we 

understand a dialogue is an important piece to 

addressing your questions and concerns. 

As noted during the last meeting and as 

Chip mentioned earlier today, we have extended the 

comment period and we are planning to add an 

additional public meeting to be held in the evening 

hours.  The staff is still working on the details of 

that meeting. 

We also want to acknowledge that the 

Navajo Nation has been particularly hard hit by the 

public health emergency.  We want to extend our 

sympathy and thoughts to all of those affected. 
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During our review the NRC staff has 

coordinated its EIS review with multiple groups within 

the Navajo Nation, including the Navajo Nation 

Environmental Protection Agency and local communities, 

and we will continue to do so throughout our licensing 

process. 

We recognize your concerns of wanting the 

site cleaned up as quickly as possible so we're 

seeking to find an appropriate balance between 

completing our review as expeditiously as possible so 

that we can -- so that the remediation of the site can 

be completed while appreciating the challenges that 

the public health emergency has imposed on all of us. 

We appreciate your understanding and value 

your feedback as it is a valuable part of our process. 

 Again, thank you for your time today and I'll turn it 

back to Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you very much, 

John.   

And I just should note that our court  

reporter tonight who is taking the transcript is 

Allegra Chilstrom.  It's not Sam Wojack. 

To so thank you, Allegra, for helping us. 

And as I alluded to earlier, we realize,  
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the NRC realizes that Navajo indigenous knowledge is a 

foundation of Navajo culture and Navajo experience and 

plays an important role in evaluating the 

environmental concerns.  We have asked Dariel Yazzie, 

director of the Navajo Superfund Program, to say a few 

words about what the Navajo call fundamental law. 

And, Dariel, are you on? 

MR. YAZZIE:  Yes, I am.   

MR. CAMERON:  Great. 

MR. YAZZIE:  Can you hear me? 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes, we can.  Thank you, 

Dariel. 

MR. YAZZIE:  Okay.  Perfect. 

Good afternoon, everyone.  Thank you again 

for providing the Navajo Nation as a whole and 

specifically the community an opportunity to hear of 

what the proposed work is that's going to happen and 

what -- the proposed current state of this EIS, what 

it looks like and sharing with us what's happening in 

the front lines with the work that's happening at your 

level.  And we appreciate that being shared with us 

here on Navajo. 

Let me introduce myself first and 

foremost.   
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(Native language spoken.)   

MR. YAZZIE:  To the NRC, to John, for your 

opening remarks, thank you.   

Ashley, I look forward to again listening 

to what the NRC is going to provide to us in a 

detailed report.   

And I know my partner here in crime times, 

Chip Cameron -- I give a lot of credit to this man for 

his role and what he does and I value his opinion and 

the insight that he shares with me on the work that 

we're doing based on what he's seen and what he's 

done.  So that means a great deal to me in what we're 

taking on here at the Navajo Nation.   

And I listen to him talk and he'll 

introduce me as someone who has this vast amount of 

knowledge with our indigenous knowledge, and to be 

honest, I'm not a medicine man, I'm not as well-

informed as I would like to be, as I'm still learning. 

 And so it is through my limited teachings that I 

share a lot of the comments that I have.  It's through 

the ongoing research and open dialogue that we have 

with our tribal leaders as well as our traditional 

practitioners, those that we know personally that help 

us and guide us through our day-to-day events, and 
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it's with this knowledge that I offer this up again as 

we start the basis of how we communicate, the basis of 

really how we live together on this beautiful planet 

that we call Mother Earth is really respecting that 

concept that she is our mother.   

And everything that is of her is what we 

share this environment with and should be respected at 

a very high level.  That respect should include the 

understanding that we're not better than the four-

legged creatures, that we're not better or somehow 

more important than the winged creatures that we share 

the environment with, or even the plant species that 

we often refer to in most cases through our collection 

for medicinal use.  We refer to them as our 

grandparents.  And so the connection is deep with 

everything that we do within this environment.   

I was on a call today about a plant study 

and identifying what that looks like, and to go into 

doing such a study the initial step of collecting 

plants has to be identified in such a specific 

distinct manner where the protocol has to be 

identified from a Navajo perspective before we go out 

there so that we don't create any other negative 

issues.   
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We look at this uranium issue that we're 

dealing with right now.  That protocol of taking 

something from Mother Earth wasn't followed.  There 

wasn't a clear intent that was conveyed to our mother 

to say I'm going to take this element from you and 

it's going to be used for this purpose and then an 

offering given.  We always should offer something.  

And without that exchange this element was taken and 

utilized for war.  That's a separate entity in itself. 

And so it's become a complicated process in addressing 

all of this.   

It might not make sense to a non-Navajo 

person, but to our Navajo community's residents the 

individuals that value their environment to that high 

regard of waking up each morning and making a corn 

pollen offering to start their day, this is important. 

 This is important that we acknowledge it, that we 

recognize it, and through that process where we can 

begin in our discussions is understanding that there 

is a specific method that's identified for us in how 

we communicate.  I shared it last week.   

That communication is one that's through 

respect for our Navajo people.  We begin that respect 

with identifying ourselves through our clanships.  
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That clanship helps us to understand how we can talk 

with each other, like a father and a son talking.  If 

there's someone out there that's of my father clans or 

my mother clans, they can talk to me as a father and a 

mother would.  And I hold that position respectfully 

as a son and I would listen.  I wouldn't talk above 

them.  And so it would be if someone identified 

themselves to be my paternal grandfather or my 

maternal grandfathers.  That respect is there.  And 

then it's also upon me when I identify someone who may 

be the same clans as my children.  It's my position to 

talk to them in a manner where I'm teaching them, I'm 

providing them guidance.   

So that respectful relationship also 

carries onto how we interact with the environment.  

There's a specific manner how we talk to the earth.  

If I'm going to take something from her, I need to 

identify what intent I have for the use of whatever it 

is I'm taking and I offer something back.   

The conversations that we're having right 

now is also one that's been identified to us.  That's 

how we communicate amongst ourselves as five-fingered 

people.  Each and every one of you on this call look 

down and look at that hand that's holding your phone. 
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 Five digits.  Both sides.  All of us are five-

fingered people.  So there's a protocol that exists 

for how we should talk as well.  Respectfully. 

At the closing of our last call I shared 

are we going to be given that opportunity to have a 

respectful conversation, because I would really be 

disheartened if we get everybody on the call to break 

away from everything that they're doing because they 

believe in this process, they believe that this is the 

time that it's going to -- their voices will be heard. 

Eighty years of having these impacts on 

our lands, it's hard for us not to believe that it's 

another U.S. Government ploy to just come and dictate 

to us and tell us what's going to happen without 

listening to us.  It's hard for us not to think in 

that manner.   

And so I ask respectfully, knowing and 

understanding with what I've shared, that there -- 

this is a part of what we identify as our natural way 

of living, the natural laws that exist for us, that 

there should be respectful communications, respectful 

relationships that should exist at this level.  This 

is a huge undertaking to address issues that have been 

standing for this long that have created health 
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impacts to communities, to families as a whole, not 

just one family member, but several members in one 

family.   

So again, I thank you.  I thank you for 

your time, I thank you for your efforts.  That's all 

I've got.  Thank you.  (Native language spoken.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Thank you.  Thank you, 

Dariel.  That really sets the stage for us and I would 

just repeat the one thing that you said, among many 

wise things:  Are we going to have the opportunity to 

have a respectful conversation?  That's key.   

And we're going to go to -- we're going to 

listen to Ashley Waldron on an overview of what's in 

the Draft EIS, but I want to note that we do have Jim 

Dumont -- now Jim is the field representative for U.S. 

Senator Martin Heinrich, and he's operating out of the 

senator's Farmington office.  So I just wanted to tell 

you all that Jim is listening.  He's on the line with 

us.   

Thank you, Jim. 

And with that, let's go to Ashley Waldron. 

MS. WALDRON:  So, hello and good 

afternoon.  I'm Ashley Waldron and I'm the project 

manager for the environmental review of the UNC 
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license amendment application. 

Here are some of the topics I'll be 

covering today:  I'm going to talk about the NRC's 

review process briefly, I'm going to talk about NRC's 

role in the larger cleanup action, discuss the 

licensing action before us, discuss our EIS findings 

and provide ways that you can comment on the Draft 

EIS.  And then finally the majority of the time spent 

today will be to take public comments. 

Next slide.  So the main purpose of your 

meeting today will be to collect public comments on 

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, or EIS, for 

the UNC mill site license amendment application.  

We're here to listen to your comments and record your 

comments on the draft document.  We want to ensure our 

report is complete and have considered all the 

environmental impacts.  We want to know did we capture 

everything?  We value your input and it's an important 

piece of our process. 

Next slide.  So as mentioned previously 

NRC's performing both an environmental and a safety 

review for this licensing action.  We'll evaluate all 

the public comments received during the comment period 

and we'll modify the Draft EIS before issuing a Final 
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EIS next year.   

NRC documented its safety findings in a 

Safety Evaluation Report.  That report was issued in 

September of 2020.  A copy of that report can be found 

on the NRC's project web page which will be listed at 

the end of the slide show.  The results of the 

environmental and the safety reviews will factor into 

the NRC's decision on whether or not to grant the 

license amendment request to UNC. 

Next slide, please.  NRC has a limited 

role in the larger remedial action and only has 

authority at the UNC mill site.  U.S. EPA Region 9 has 

the lead for the cleanup at the Northeast Church Rock 

Mine.  U.S. EPA and NRC have dual oversight at the UNC 

mill site to address groundwater contamination.   

 Before the EPA can proceed with its selected 

remedy, which is to move the mine waste to the mill 

site, the NRC would need to make a licensing decision. 

Next slide.  So we heard you last week 

that coordination is an important part of this process 

and we want to continue to do so.  The NRC staff has 

interacted with various groups within the Navajo 

Nation on this project which includes face-to-face 

meetings with staff from the Navajo EPA, the Tribal 
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Historic Preservation Office, and most importantly the 

Red Water Pond Road Community, as well as outreach at 

several local Navajo Chapter houses.  NRC has 

suggested ways to provide input such as mitigation 

measures which are found in Chapter 6 of the EIS.  

Next slide.  So United Nuclear 

Corporation, or UNC, is seeking to amend its NRC 

license and if approved would allow the transfer of 1 

million cubic yards of mine waste from the Northeast 

Church Rock Mine and place it on the existing mill 

tailings impoundment for permanent disposal. 

So the Northeast Church Rock Mine waste 

that would be coming over consists of soil, waste 

rock, mine debris and vegetation.  The waste will be 

surveyed and segregated by level of radioactivity.  

Any waste containing higher than 200 picocuries of 

radium-226 will not be disposed of at the mill site 

and is not part of NRC's proposed action.  This would 

be called principal threat waste.  The location of 

disposal of principal threat waste has not been 

decided.  This decision will occur after the NRC's 

licensing decision has been made. 

Next slide.  Can you please move the slide 

to slide 11?  Thank you. 
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The proposed project is located near 

Gallup, New Mexico in McKinley County.  The area in 

the top right-hand side of the map is the Northeast 

Church Rock Mine.  This is where the waste will be 

removed from and it will be transferred and placed on 

the proposed disposal site as shown in the shaded 

area.  Note the four borrow areas and jetty as I'll 

discuss those later on in this presentation. 

Next slide.  The EIS evaluated impacts for 

three phases of the project:  The first is the 

construction phase.  This includes surface disturbance 

including construction of haul roads and excavation of 

the waste.  The next is the transfer phase.  This is 

simply the transfer of the material from the mine to 

the mill.  This also includes loading of waste 

material.  Lastly, the closure phase, and this looks 

at impacts from the reclamation and re-vegetation of 

any disturbed areas and placement of a final cover on 

the mill site. 

Next slide, please.  The EIS evaluates the 

impacts of the proposed action.  The proposed action 

is to amend the UNC's license to allow the transfer of 

1 million cubic yards of mine waste and place it on 

top of the existing mill tailings impoundment.  Under 
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the no action NRC would not approve the license 

amendment request and therefore would not allow UNC to 

dispose of the mill waste -- or the, I'm sorry, excuse 

me, the mine waste at the mill site.   

And then lastly, we looked at secondary 

alternatives.  These are essentially the same as the 

proposed action but include modifications to specific 

activities.  The first one includes a modification of 

how the waste would be transferred, which would be by 

a covered conveyor system instead of my truck.  The 

second one includes a modification of where the cover 

material would be sourced, which would be from the 

jetty area rather than from the four borrow areas. 

Next slide.  This slide captures the 

impact assessment for each of the resource areas.  The 

environmental impact levels range from small to large. 

 For some of the resource areas you will see there is 

a range; for example, small to moderate.  This means 

that for particular phases; for example, construction 

verse transfer or closure, that there could be a small 

impact during construction activities, but a moderate 

during transfer.   

You could also have certain aspects of 

that resource area have different impact levels; for 
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example, ecology or air quality as shown on the table 

here.  It's important to note that these slides are 

showing the impacts of the proposed license amendment 

itself.  The EIS also addresses the impacts of 

historic events under its cumulative impact section in 

Chapter 5. 

Next slide, please.  Here are the 

remainder of the resource areas and the impact 

findings.  For most resource areas the impacts from 

the proposed action would be small to moderate.  Most 

of the impacts would only occur during the approximate 

four-year construction period when the repository is 

being filled and waste is being transferred and the 

repository is finally capped and re-vegetated.  Many 

of the small impacts are considered minimal because 

the environmental practice and safeguards would reduce 

any negative impacts on that resource. Mitigation 

measures that have been identified can be found in 

Chapter 6 of the EIS. 

Next slide.  Environmental justice impacts 

are those that affect disproportionately low-income 

and minority populations.  Nearby communities, which 

are primarily Navajo, would be disproportionately 

affected by factors such as project-related 
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transportation, air quality, primarily from dust, 

increased noise levels and visual disturbances.  We 

acknowledge that historical contamination of the site 

has occurred.  Chapter 5 of the EIS describes impacts 

to the Navajo people in the context of past uranium 

mining and milling activities.   

NRC staff has attempted to accurately 

capture and describe the perspectives of the Navajo 

Nation; however, we recognize that they may hold 

different views and that they could differ from the 

conclusions presented in the EIS. 

Next slide.  The primary surface water 

feature at the proposed project is the Pipeline 

Arroyo, a tributary to the Puerco River.  Impacts on 

the surface water may result from erosion, runoff, 

spills and leaks of fuels and lubricants, and 

stormwater runoff; however, those would be mitigated 

through development and implementation of a stormwater 

and spill prevention plans.  Part of the proposed 

action also involves stabilization work in the 

Pipeline Arroyo to address concerns about the 

potential for undercutting near the existing 

impoundment as well as improvements to stormwater 

drainage at the impoundment. 
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Next slide.  For historic and cultural 

resources there are five sites that have been 

identified within the areas of disturbance that are 

recommended as eligible for the National Register of 

Historic Places.  There are four on the mine site and 

one on the UNC mill site.  Impacts to historic and 

cultural resources would be small to large depending 

on implementation of mitigation measures to reduce 

effects on these resources.   

The NRC, in coordination with the EPA, the 

Navajo Nation  Tribal Historic Preservation Office, 

the New Mexico Historic Preservation Office and United 

Nuclear Corporation, are developing a programmatic 

agreement to mitigate adverse effects on these sites. 

 Large impacts would only occur if no mitigation 

occurs. 

And then for ecological resources there 

were no threatened or endangered species identified to 

be affected by the proposed action. 

Next slide.  This slide contains a number 

of web links.  The first one will take you directly to 

the EIS.  The second to our reader's guide, which 

provides a summary of the EIS and some frequently 

asked questions.  Last is our project web page.  This 
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is where you can find a copy of the SER, the Safety 

Evaluation Report, and the NRC's schedule.  And each 

of the public meetings are also listed there where you 

can find the presentation transcripts as well. 

Next slide.  There are a number of ways to 

comment on the Draft EIS.  Those are listed here on 

this slide.  You can do so in writing by email or 

letter, by voicemail or providing them here today at 

this meeting.   

Next slide.  I have my contact information 

listed here.  I've also provided Jim Smith's contact 

information.  He's the safety project manager.  And 

with that, that concludes my presentation and I'll 

turn it back over to Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Great.  Thank you.  Thank 

you very much, Ashley.  Nicely done.  And thank you 

for putting the role, the context of the EPA into the 

presentation.   

And we're going on to all of you for 

comment now, but I just wanted to tell you that you 

can leave a voicemail with a comment.  There's a toll-

free number that was given, and it's (888) 672-3425.  

Not only can you leave a voicemail, but when you get 

on the line you can decide whether you want to leave 
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it in Diné or leave it in English.  So I just wanted 

to remind you of all of that.   

And, Lorraine, I'm going to ask you to 

give people the instructions again about how to sign 

up for comments, but I also want to ask Joanna to 

repeat what you -- the instruction in Navajo so that 

we make sure that any Navajo speakers out there know 

what it is. 

So, Lorraine, can you give the 

instructions to people for signing up to speak? 

OPERATOR:  Okay.  If you'd like to make a 

comment, please press *1, un-mute your phone and 

record your name clearly.  If you need to withdraw 

your comment, please press *2. 

We do have one question in queue, 

Katherine Shera. 

MR. CAMERON:  Let me just interrupt you 

for one second and let me ask Joanna to just repeat 

those instruction in Diné for people. 

Joanna, could you do that? 

MS. MANYGOATS:  Yes, I'm here.   

(Native language spoken.) 

MS. MANYGOATS:  Back to you, Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you, Joanna. 
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And, Lorraine, sorry for the interruption, 

but can you -- 

OPERATOR:  That's okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- put the first person on 

who wants to talk to us, please? 

OPERATOR:  Yes.  Katherine Shera, your 

line is open. 

MS. SHERA:  Hello? 

(No audible response.) 

MS. SHERA:  Hello? 

MR. CAMERON:  Hello.  

MS. SHERA:  Can you hear me? 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes, we can. 

MS. SHERA:  Hi.  Good afternoon.  My name 

is Katherine Shera and I'm calling from Santa Fe, New 

Mexico.  Today I'm asking the NRC to deny the license 

amendment that would allow disposal of waste from the 

Church Rock cleanup at the mine site, and second not 

to ship higher-level waste from the cleanup to the 

White Mesa Mill.  I'd like to ask NRC to work with the 

Navajo Nation and the local community to find a better 

solution.  Thank you very much.  Bye-bye. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank 

you, Katherine, including the not shipping to the 
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White Mesa Mill.  Thank you very much. 

And, Lorraine, who's next to address the 

NRC staff? 

OPERATOR:  No name was recorded, but your 

line is open.   

MS. JACKSON:  Thank you.  Sorry my phone 

was on mute. 

I also am calling for the denial of the 

application to dispose the nuclear waste there at that 

site and also that it not -- that any waste from that 

site not go to the White Mesa Mill.  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON:  And could we -- I'm sorry, 

we didn't get your name.  Could we get your name? 

MS. JACKSON:  Sure, I apologize.  Nicole 

Jackson. 

MR. CAMERON:  Nicole Jackson.   

MS. JACKSON:  Yes, of Arizona. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you 

very much, Nicole. 

And, Lorraine, could we have the next 

commenter? 

OPERATOR:  There are no comments in queue 

at this time.   

Again, if you'd like to make a comment, 
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please press *1. 

MR. CAMERON:  And, Joanna, could I just 

ask you to remind people in Diné how you make a 

comment?  And also tell them to make sure they un-mute 

their phones. 

MS. MANYGOATS:  Sure, Chip. 

(Native language spoken.) 

MS. MANYGOATS:  Okay, Chip.  Back to you. 

MR. CAMERON:  Thank you, Joanna. 

And, Lorraine, do we have anybody yet? 

OPERATOR:  Your line is open. 

MS. MORGAN:  Hello?  Can you hear me? 

MS. MORGAN:  Good afternoon, Chip, and to 

the members of the NRC.  This is Leona Morgan calling 

from Albuquerque, New Mexico.  I am a Diné citizen.  

My family is from Eastern Navajo.  And like you heard 

in the intro, my family has been impacted severely by 

uranium mining.  And of course we've lost elders, and 

-- and people today are living with cancers and 

pulmonary fibrosis and all sorts of health problems I 

am sure none of you have experienced because I doubt 

any of you live in an contaminated place.  And so I 

just ask you to hear the comments and from the people 

who -- who have to deal with this as an everyday 
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reality. 

I don't live in the Red Water Pond Road 

community, but like it was spoken last week, the 

Navajo Nation is on a lockdown because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, and there's no cell phone reception out 

there.  If you've ever gone out there, it -- you would 

know that you -- your cell phone will drop reception 

as you're driving up Highway 566.  And then when you 

get there, there's also no internet connection.  So I 

just want to reiterate some of the comments from last 

week.  First of all, to deny this license amendment as 

it is proposed.  I am not opposed to cleanup.  Cleanup 

is desperately needed for (audio interference) as well 

as across the whole country.  But this -- this type of 

cleanup that you all are entertaining, I find it -- 

it's -- incredibly ridiculous that you all are 

allowing a company to propose such a thing that would 

eventually result in another Church Rock spill. 

This would -- the waste in question that 

would be piled on top of the Mill site would -- would 

just create another issue where -- a friend of mine 

describes it as a putting a rock on top of a pie 

that's in a soil tin pan.  If you keep piling rocks on 

top of that pie, eventually it's going to ooze out.  
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It's going to break the crust.  It's going to break 

the lining -- the cover that's already there -- and 

it's just going to cause a big old mess.  So I think 

it's pretty common sense -- which is something I have 

not seen the NRC demonstrate is common sense -- that 

this proposal is a bad idea.  And I implore you to 

work, not only with the Navajo nation, but with the 

local community to find a just and equitable solution 

to a mess that the federal government is responsible 

for, as well as the United Nuclear Corporation and 

General Electric. 

This plan is -- it's a bad plan, but it 

also does not include what is really needed out there, 

which is a comprehensive solution to the problem, 

which as we've discussed previously, we've seen waste 

in other communities moved out and away from the 

community.  Edith Hood, who is the matriarch of the 

Red Water Pond Road community, has stated time and 

time again that this is a slow process and she thinks 

that the government is just waiting for her to die so 

they can do whatever they want.  And so please do not 

allow this problem to go on and on and on while we 

continue to lose our elders to -- because of problems 

created by the uranium industry.  And what they are 
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asking for is not just cleanup and to move the waste 

away -- and I am not talking about half a mile to 

another jurisdiction.  The Checkerboard area is very 

complex, and the waste needs to be moved out of the 

community and the region as a whole.  It is not 

acceptable to create another permanent waste site. 

This -- if NRC allows this, this is like 

another national sacrifice zone which could become, 

with all of the cleanup that is needed, if all the 

waste is just buried where it's at without moving it 

out, you're essentially making the Navajo Nation a 

national sacrifice zone for uranium mine waste.  And 

on top of that, shipping it to another indigenous 

community at White Mesa Mill is completely 

unacceptable.  Your plan, as it is, is an incredibly 

long -- all of the documents, all of the -- it's a lot 

for folks to take in.  And I've heard the community -- 

some folks asking for more information.  And I think 

what the NRC needs to do is to take a step back, stop 

-- stop processing this application and -- and -- and 

do more meaningful dialogue with the Navajo Nation and 

the local communities, as well as education about this 

proposal.  And seek out other options for cleanup.  

Putting the waste somewhere else, in a safer 
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container, in some method of storage that is actually 

state-of-the-art and with new technology, not just 

piling it on top of another waste pile and, you know, 

putting some rocks and plants on top.  This is 

unacceptable. 

So deny this license application.  Don't 

drag your feet on creating a new plan, but come up 

with a plan that incorporates what the community is 

asking, as well as that is in accordance with Navajo 

Nation law.  I wanted to say thank you for listening 

to my comments.  And again, I will continue to follow 

this issue and -- and I am also doing my part by 

educating folks on what's going on.  And I think the 

NRC has the budget to hire indigenous outreach 

coordinators, and others.  Not just to translate what 

you've already decided, but to actually engage in a 

process that will take input from the people who are 

most impacted at this site, and of course at others 

around the nation and around the country. 

It should be the people on the ground -- 

the front-line communities -- that have a seat at the 

table to design these plans because these are the 

people who have to live with this.  You don't have to 

live with this.  You don't have to lose your elders or 
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your babies or your relatives to cancers.  We do.  So 

with that, I will say -- 

(Native language spoken.) 

MS. MORGAN:  And we will be sending in 

written comments as well.  Thank you, Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Leona, thank you.  Thank you 

again.  Thank you for participating and thank you for 

stating that you're going to stay involved.  And I 

would just emphasize one of the many things that you 

proposed and that was the last one about -- about 

having advanced outreach coordinators who, I would 

take it, would be members of the community to try to 

educate and inform people.  Thank you -- thank you, 

Leona.  And Lorraine, do we have someone else? 

OPERATOR:  Yes, Victoria Willis, your line 

is open. 

(No audible response.) 

OPERATOR:  Ms. Willis, your line is open. 

MR. CAMERON:  Do we have someone -- 

someone on who wants to talk to us?  Maybe you'd need 

to unmute your phone? 

(No audible response.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Lorraine, who is trying to 

get through to us now? 
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OPERATOR:  Her line -- Victoria Willis -- 

her line is open. 

MR. CAMERON: Oh, good.  Hello, Victoria. 

(No audible response.) 

OPERATOR:  If you would like to make a 

comment, please press star one, unmute your phone and 

record your name slowly. 

MR. CAMERON:  And Victoria Willis, so you 

-- are you -- are you still there?  Or are you -- can 

you speak to us? 

(No audible response.) 

OPERATOR:  She's been removed from the 

queue. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Victoria, I don't know if 

you can hear me, but keep trying to get through to us, 

get on -- unmute your phone and we'll eventually hear 

from you tonight.  We want to hear what your comments 

are.  And I am just going to go back to Lorraine, the 

operator, to see if we can hear from someone else 

while you're waiting -- while we're waiting for you to 

get in.  But I'll give it another try.  Victoria, can 

you -- can you tune in to us?  We can't hear anything. 

 We can't hear you. 
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(No audible response.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Lorraine, I don't know why 

we can't hear Victoria, but maybe we should go on to 

the next person for right now and we'll catch up with 

Victoria later. 

OPERATOR:  There are currently no 

questions in queue at this time.  If you would like to 

ask us -- make a comment, please press star one. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Can you just -- just tell 

people to unmute their phones and press star one if 

they want to talk?  I -- and then ask -- just in case 

Victoria is hung up somehow by that? 

OPERATOR:  Yes, absolutely. 

(Pause.) 

OPERATOR:  We have a comment from 

Teracita. 

MS. KEYANNA:  Good afternoon.  My name is 

Teracita Keyanna and I come from the Red Water Pond 

Road community.  My -- one of the biggest concerns 

that we do have right now is just keeping these 

communication channels open, especially for the 

community that's still in the actual community where 

there's very little communication availability for 
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them -- especially to be on calls like this.  And -- I 

just want to really just express from the community 

that a lot of them are tired of waiting.  And it's -- 

it's unfortunate that we're -- sometimes it feels like 

we've actually just settled for whatever -- whatever 

we have been offered because this -- this whole thing 

has been in our community since, like, the 1930s when 

they started the exploratory drilling.  And -- you 

know, it's -- it's been a very high impact to our 

community, not only physically, but spiritually and 

mentally and it -- it just seems like everything just 

keeps being pushed back, pushed back, pushed back. 

We were supposed to start this cleanup in 

2012 and then here we are, eight years later and it's 

2020 and we're about to end 2020.  And still it's -- 

we're still sitting here, waiting.  And it's -- this 

is something that kind of concerns me right now is 

that we -- we did take the EPA's offer to move us out 

of the community and we understand it's a -- it's a 

voluntary basis.  And what we didn't volunteer for was 

the fact that these date changes were going to happen, 

and continue to happen. And I -- I'm a -- I'm a person 

who really enjoyed my rural upbringing.  And I enjoyed 

having a gigantic backyard, a gigantic front yard.  I 
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was very comfortable with my children playing and not 

having to worry about traffic or neighbors.  And I 

feel like -- sometimes I feel like a prisoner in my 

neighborhood because when we first moved into the 

Gallup area, my son was shot by one of my neighbors.  

And it's -- that's the kind of danger that I wasn't 

aware of that can happen here in -- in this community, 

in this neighborhood.  And it just feels like 

everything was just against our community.  Everything 

is with, like, a big, giant snag.  And the community 

just feels really overwhelmed and we -- we want this 

cleanup to happen quickly and safely.  And the -- the 

thing about it is the EPA and General Electric never 

really listened to the community.  When we said we 

wanted it out -- the contaminated soil, everything -- 

we wanted it out of the community.  And all they did 

was just move it -- was just basically moving across 

the street.  And I understand that the government is 

going to constantly say that it's a money issue.  It's 

-- things like that.  But it's -- you know, it's -- 

it's a situation where, you know, what -- what are you 

going to put our lives at when it comes to a dollar 

sign?  It's -- we've -- we've already sacrificed so 

many of our family members because of this uranium 



 45 
 

 
 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 

issue.  We've lost family -- family members through 

different respiratory illnesses, cancers.  Some of our 

family members are having trouble with autoimmune 

diseases and we can't even -- you know, for a long 

time we couldn't eat our livestock.  And that was 

something that, you know, we always looked forward to. 

And now our livestock can no longer bear any lambs or 

kids and it's just -- it breaks our heart to see our 

flock go from 50 down to basically 1, right now.  And 

it's -- it hurts -- it hurts my uncle mostly because 

those are his sheep.  They were passed down to him 

from his mother, my late (Native term used), Katherine 

Duncan.  And it -- it breaks my heart to see my family 

struggle and hurt and continue to keep fighting to 

just get their community cleaned up when it was 

something that they never asked for.  It's something 

that we feel like the Navajo government needs to be 

held accountable for as well.  And we just -- you 

know, we don't have the resources.  We don't have the 

know-how to get all this -- all these different things 

in order.  And it feels like sometimes the EPA just 

took advantage of getting whatever done.  And it's 

unfortunate for us, but I'm just -- we just want it 

cleaned up.  And this is something that has been 
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plaguing our community for over 50 years and, you 

know, countless generations.  And we've lost elders 

and we're losing people.  And it's not just an 

environmental impact -- physical health impact.  This 

is a mental health impact as well.  It impacts our 

spirit as well and our traditional ties to the land.  

And these -- it goes against so many treaties and so 

many laws and, you know, you guys want to say things 

like, the Constitution -- this is how it is, this is 

how it is.  But, you know, we're supposed to be 

getting justice for everybody.  And the justice that 

our community is getting is not justice.  It's just 

whatever is good enough to keep the community quiet it 

feels like. 

But my entire community is still for the 

cleanup.  We still want cleanup.  The only thing that 

really has a lot of us still on edge is the fact that 

the cleanup is basically just taking the waste across 

the street.  And like I've said before, if this was a 

predominantly white neighborhood or community, it 

would have been cleaned up and it would have taken no 

time at all and it would have been quick, easy, for 

the community.  And it would have been completely away 

from the community, where the community wouldn't have 
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to worry about danger.  And you know, that 

environmental racism, it -- it hurts.  It still hurts. 

Being treated as if we were expendable is 

still hurtful.  Having to move and feel like our 

ancestors, where they had to be moved from one 

location to another, it hurts.  And in my case, it was 

dangerous and I almost lost my son.  And I'm just -- 

I'm tired of waiting.  And my community is tired of 

waiting.  But our elders of the community don't want 

to leave the community because they are so afraid that 

if they leave, the uranium industry is going to 

somehow muscle its way back into our community. 

And so, the voluntary move is -- it's 

good, but it's bad.  And it's really unfair because 

the EPA just says, if you're not moving, then we can't 

help you at all.  And so it's -- it's really unfair if 

they decide that they're going to stay home and 

protect their land -- protect what's supposed to be 

going to the next generation and the generation after 

that.  The EPA won't help winterize homes and, you 

know, just help out with some infrastructure.  Even 

just getting that communication, you know, between our 

community and just getting internet availability, 

again -- like we did before -- would be a step forward 
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for things like that so that they can also have this 

opportunity to say something and be able to be given a 

voice -- especially now because this pandemic has 

really changed a lot of things and for me -- and me 

living in that community almost all my life, it's -- 

it feels like everything just fell on me and I just -- 

I feel it and -- I can feel that hurt that my aunts 

and my uncles have.  And they can't say anything 

because they don't have the availability to do that.  

And some of them are under quarantine because of the 

sickness that's going around.  And it's scary because 

they're already -- you know, they already have a 

compromised immune system.  And this whole pandemic 

has put my whole community on the edge of its seat 

because we're always so worried about getting sick 

now. 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MR. CAMERON:  And -- and -- 

MS. KEYANNA:  We're afraid -- 

MR. CAMERON:  Teracita, could I interrupt 

you for just a second?  I am so sorry to hear about 

all of your -- all of your suffering and just terribly 

hurtful.  And I wondered, I'd like to just make sure 

that we could get to -- other people, and if possible, 
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if you have more to say later on, would you be able to 

come back and -- and talk to us? 

MS. KEYANNA:  Yes. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, well you just take 

care and -- and thank you -- thank you for all of 

that.  And we're going to move on, but I will make a 

note -- I'll check back in to see if you have anything 

else to say. 

MS. KEYANNA:  Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  Thank you, Teracita, for 

your -- thank you. 

MS. KEYANNA:  Yes. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Lorraine, can we see 

if Victoria Willis is still around? 

OPERATOR:  I'll check and see. One moment. 

(Pause.) 

OPERATOR:  Victoria, your line is open. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay. 

OPERATOR:  Go ahead, Victoria. 

MS. WILLIS:  Yes. 

(Pause.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Hello? 

OPERATOR:  Your line is -- your line is 

open. 
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MR. CAMERON:  Hello, Victoria.  We can 

hear you now.  Go ahead. 

MS. WILLIS:  Yes, this is Victoria.  I 

just have a question.  How do you go at the -- the 

survivor benefits?  And then not only that, you know, 

is we were exposed to it -- the kids, and my mother.  

Right now my mother has bad COPD too. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Tell you about -- about 

that, Victoria.  And if you want to -- if you want to 

repeat what your question was, then we'll make sure 

that at least that we've -- we've heard it.  Could you 

do that for us, please? 

(Pause.) 

MS. WILLIS:  What's that? 

(No audible response.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Hello? 

MR. CAMERON:  Hello, Victoria.  Go -- go 

ahead and -- and tell us what the problem is. 

(Pause.) 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Because I don't think we're 

-- 

MS. WILLIS:  Yes, the question I have is 
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how do we go about the survivors benefits? 

MR. CAMERON:  How do you go about applying 

for benefits?  Is that -- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Yes, for my survivor 

benefits.  My dad died from uranium.  And he worked 

over at Kerr-McGee mine and United Nuclear mine. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Victoria, let me talk to 

some of the NRC staff.  And it may be that those are 

survivor benefits from the EPA or somewhere else.  But 

let me -- let me talk to the NRC staff and get back to 

you later on in the program.  We just need to know how 

to -- to reach you.  So -- but -- but we'll get -- 

we'll get back to you, Victoria.  I think we 

understand the question.  I don't think we know the 

answer because it wouldn't be -- wouldn't necessarily 

be anything from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  

But there may be some liability program established by 

a federal -- by federal legislation that we can give 

you some information on.  And we will -- we will see 

what we can pool together and if we can't get back to 

you -- I know that email may be difficult, but 

possibly we can post some information on the site for 
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you, or we could -- we could ask -- if you could -- if 

you could call -- Victoria, I have a phone number for 

you to call. 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay, right now I don't have 

any access to a pen. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay. 

MS. WILLIS:  I don't even have a pen.  I'm 

just parked alongside the road right now. 

MR. CAMERON:  Don't worry, we'll -- we'll 

try to get back to you with information.  It may be 

that -- that we could generally post something on the 

NRC website about survivor benefits.  But we -- we 

heard you and we will try to -- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay, what -- okay -- okay, 

go ahead and give me the number? 

MR. CAMERON:  Oh, you got a pen, good.  

505 -- 5-0-5-3-6-8 -- 

MS. WILLIS:  5-0-5? 

MR. CAMERON:  3-6-8-1-2-6-0. 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay, that last -- 5-0-5-3-6-

8-1-2-6-0. 

MR. CAMERON:  Right.  And let me -- let me 

just check with the NRC staff to see where that -- 
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where is -- who is going to answer that call?  Where 

does that call go to?  Ashley? 

MS. WALDRON:  It's the Navajo Nation 

Office of Navajo Uranium Workers in Shiprock. 

MR. CAMERON:  So it's a Navajo Nation 

phone number.  And if you call them, they will -- they 

should be able to help you and to give you some 

guidance.  And Ashley, do people have your phone 

number?  Did -- do you give that out? 

MS. WALDRON:  Mm-hmm. 

MR. CAMERON:  Can I -- if -- 

MS. WALDRON:  Yes. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- if Victoria doesn't get 

any satisfaction there, could she call you? 

MS. WALDRON:  Mm-hmm. 

MR. CAMERON:  And your phone number is 

what? 

MS. WALDRON:  3-0-1. 

MR. CAMERON:  3-0-1. 

MS. WALDRON:  4-1-5. 

MR. CAMERON:  4-1-5. 

MS. WALDRON:  7-3-1-7. 

MR. CAMERON:  7-3-1-7.  So Victoria, this 

is Ashley Waldron, she's the environmental P.M. for 
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the -- this draft -- 

MS. WILLIS: Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- EIS.  Let me give that 

number to you.  If you don't get anything from the 

Navajo Nation -- 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- call Ashley and she will 

try to help you.  And Ashley's number is 3-0-1-4-1-5 -

- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MS. WILLIS:  3-0-1. 

MR. CAMERON:  4-1-5. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  7-3-1-7.  Do you want to 

repeat that back for me to make sure that you have it? 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay, that was 3-0-1-4-1-5-7-

3-1-7? 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes, and that's for Ashley 

Waldron.  But check in with the -- the Navajo people -

- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Oh -- oh, okay.  That's good. 

 And now, okay -- so my mother is the one that speaks 

Navajo and we -- she needs more information on it.  
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And then not only that, she -- she was exposed to it 

because she was doing his laundry by hand, too. 

(Pause.) 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, and -- 

MS. WILLIS:  When it -- yes.  When it 

comes back from home -- when it -- when it comes back 

from work, and she was doing laundry for him by hand. 

 And then not only that, as kids we had the asthma 

problem.  We -- you know, like -- you know how kids 

are, they -- we -- we eat his leftovers from his lunch 

box, and -- that he carried into the mine and stuff 

like that.  So we're pretty much exposed to it too. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  And -- and hold on, 

Victoria because I have a couple more phone numbers 

for you.  So keep that -- keep that pencil, or pen, 

out and let me give you some -- some other numbers.  

And -- 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  And this is -- 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, here we go. 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  I'm looking for the number 
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that my friend Dariel has given me.  While I'm looking 

for that, there is -- there is something -- okay, here 

-- here's another number for you, Victoria.  9-2-8 -- 

9-2-8. 

MS. WILLIS:  9 -- 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, it's 9-2-8-2-5-5-3-6-

3-9. 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay, that was 9-2-8-2-5-5-3-

6-9? 

MR. CAMERON: 3-5-3-9. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  9-2-8-2-5-5-3-5-3-9. 

MS. WILLIS:  2-9.  Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  3 -- 3-9.  Did you get that? 

 As in -- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Oh, okay.  Okay, that was 9-

2-8-2-5-5-36-39? 

MR. CAMERON:  No, 35-39 -- 35-39. 

MS. WILLIS:  Oh.  Okay, 35-39. 

MR. CAMERON:  Could be your pen. 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay.  And that is to what? 

MR. CAMERON:  That will connect you with -
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- with Dariel Yazzie of the Navajo Nation.  He's the 

head of the Navajo EPA Superfund Program.  Please, 

repeat that back to me so I can make sure that you 

have that number? 

MS. WILLIS:  9-2-8-2-5-5-35-39. 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes.  And I got -- I got one 

more number for you, okay?  And then we're going -- 

we're going to let you go.  I think you should be able 

to get some help.  Now, this last number I am going to 

give you is -- 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  A Radiation Exposure 

Compensation Program that's run by the United States 

Department of Justice, okay?  And here is that phone 

number.  This is an 800, toll-free number. 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay. 

MR. CAMERON: It's 1 -- 1-800-7-2-9-7-3-2-

7. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Why don't you repeat that 

back to me?  Because that's -- that's an important 

number. I want to make sure that you -- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay.  And that was 1-800-7-
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2-9-2-3-3-7. 

MR. CAMERON:  No, it's -- the last four 

numbers are 7-3-2-7. 

MS. WILLIS:  Oh, 2-7. 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes, 7-3-2-7. 

MS. WILLIS: Okay. 

MR. CAMERON:  And as I said before, that's 

the Radiation Exposure Compensation Program.  I am not 

sure what all goes on there -- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay.  Compensation Exposure 

-- Compensation Program. 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes.  Now, I would say, call 

the first number -- the Navajo Nation number.  Maybe 

call Dariel Yazzie -- that's the 9-2-8 number.  Call 

Dariel.  Listen to what he has to say.  Call the 

Navajo Nation number.  Call this Radiation Exposure 

Compensation Program.  And if you still have 

questions, then call Ashley Waldron, the NRC project 

manager.  But I hope you get some satisfaction from 

one of those numbers.  Maybe in combination or 

whatever.  And I would just say that -- that I hope 

that all comes through for you.  And you know, thank 

you for reaching out to us. 
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MS. WILLIS:  Mm-hmm. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  So you just -- you just take 

care of yourself. 

MS. WILLIS:  Okay.  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON: Okay.  See you later, 

Victoria.  Okay, Lorraine, who else is now on? 

OPERATOR:  We do have a question in queue. 

 Susan Gordon, your line is open. 

MS. GORDON:  Thank you.  I'm Susan Gordon. 

 I am the coordinator for the Multicultural Alliance 

for a Safe Environment.  And we are a small network of 

grassroots groups in the Grants Mining District and 

the Red Water Pond Road Community Association is one 

of our member groups.  And I -- I just wanted to 

remind you that, you know, you have heard from Terry 

Keyanna on this call and last week, but no other 

members of the Red Water Pond Road community -- the 

community most impacted by these decisions -- has been 

on these calls because they are in the middle of the 

day.  And I appreciate the fact that you have called -

- or will be scheduling one in the future.  But it is 

painfully obvious that this is not adequate. 

And we also appreciate the extension of 
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time for comments.  And Leona and Terry talked about 

the lockdown that's going on and the impact that the 

communities on Navajo Nation are facing at this point. 

 So I don't want to go over that again.  I do want to 

say that as Terry was beginning to talk about the 

community would like to move together to Black 

Standing Tree Mesa.  And this is something that the 

EPA has refused to consider.  And I encourage the NRC 

to consider this as something that could be part of 

the remedy.  This would be building new homes in a 

sustainable manner.  The community has a design plan 

that has been completed by architect students at the 

University of New Mexico.  There are financial numbers 

applied to what could happen.  And it wouldn't take 

that many -- that much money to make this a 

possibility.  It would go a long way toward the 

healing that this community has requested, deserves.  

What's going on is clearly environmental injustice -- 

that EPA is offering to move families away, dividing 

the community up, putting them in dangerous 

situations, as Terry testified to. 

So NRC, you could change the course of 

what has been happening to this community by making it 

possible and working with them to find a way to build 
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housing for them and moving the community together to 

the Black Standing Tree Mesa.  And if you want any 

more information about that, you can contact community 

members, or you can contact me directly.  And I'll 

just give you my email, which is 

sgordon@southwesturaniumimpacts.org.  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, thank you for that 

suggestion Susan.  And we do have your phone number 

and now your email.  And the NRC staff may reach out 

to you to find out more information about this and -- 

you know, what the EPA's perspective is on it.  But 

thank you, you -- thank you for suggesting that to us. 

 Thank you very much.  And Lorraine, do we have anyone 

else? 

OPERATOR:  No questions in queue at this 

time.  If you would like to make a comment, please 

press star one, unmute your phone, and record your 

name clearly. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  And Joanna, maybe I should 

ask you to just repeat the unmute your phone and press 

star one message that we have been trying to give to 

people.  Just in case -- case people didn't 

understand.  Lorraine, if you could repeat that in 
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Diné, that would be very helpful.  Thank you. 

MS. MANYGOATS:  Yes. 

(Native language spoken.) 

MS. MANYGOATS:  Okay, back to you, Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, thank you.  Thank you 

very much, Joanna.  And Lorraine -- 

MS. MANYGOATS:  You're welcome. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- do we have someone on the 

line? 

OPERATOR:  There are currently no 

questions in -- no comments in queue at this time. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, well we will wait 

patiently and see if someone -- someone comes on.  So 

please alert us -- please alert us to -- to anyone 

that comes on to speak, okay? 

(Pause.) 

OPERATOR:  We do have one question in 

queue at this time. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, we're ready. 

MR. SHUEY:  Good afternoon, NRC, this is 

Chris Shuey calling.  Can you hear me? 

MR. CAMERON:  We can hear you. 

MR. SHUEY:  Okay, thank you for the time. 

 This is usually the time that all of us on the 
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outside reserve for all the people in the community to 

call in.  As Susan Gordon noted, you're not hearing 

from the directly affected people because they're not 

available at the time of the pandemic.  I would 

suggest that NRC seriously consider, you know, moving 

this -- I mean, I know you've already set aside 

another public comment period by phone sometime in 

early January.  You know, we -- we still may be in 

shut down at that time.  This is not the right time to 

be doing this process -- NEPA process. 

Now having said that, we -- all of us are 

keenly aware of -- of the lose-lose propositions that 

the Federal Government, through the EPA and the NRC -- 

and even the responsible party -- has presented to 

this community, which is, stay there and suffer the 

continued chronic exposures that they've been dealing 

with for four generations.  Or take the EPA's one-time 

housing benefit and move out and, hence, now that 

there's, you know, less than four or five families 

living there, your slides say that the public and -- 

and occupational health impacts are small.  Those are 

only small because people aren't living there anymore. 

 There are still people who do, but not as many as in 

the past. 
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You're not taking into account the 

cumulative effects of this exposure over all these 

generations.  Let's -- let's review a little history 

here.  The -- the uranium industry came into that 

valley in the mid-'60s.  United Nuclear got a contract 

with the old AEC to supply uranium to the AEC from 

what became known as the North East Church Rock mine. 

 There was a 1959 Surface Access Agreement that 

allowed access for the holders of the successors to 

the Santa Fe Pacific Railway, which went from Newmont 

Mining to UNC -- United Nuclear.  And that paved the 

way for the development of the shaft in 1968 and 

production in '68 and '69.  So the first two years of 

production at North East Church Rock Mine were under 

old AEC contracts which, you know, put the Federal 

Government in the position of being the responsible 

party. 

Well, General Electric has lots of high-

level enterprising lawyers and they figured out some 

time ago that the Governments share in the liability 

for the cleanup.  So they went to court and got a 

settlement with the United States of America in which 

the Government -- which are all of us taxpayers -- are 

footed -- will be footing the -- a third of the cost 
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of cleaning up the North East Church Rock Mine. 

So given all that -- given that the 

responsible party is getting, you know, a substantial 

benefit from not having to pay the full cost -- that 

$15 million to $20 million that GE is saving off the 

cost of moving the North East Church Rock Mine tail -- 

mine waste to the tailings pile, could be spent on the 

one thing that the community has wanted for years -- 

and that's moving to Standing Black Tree Mesa and 

developing that site with the necessary transportation 

and utilities that are -- are needed, otherwise, you 

would be able to continue going around saying we can't 

move people, under the Uniform Relocation Assistance 

Act, we can't move people to places that don't have 

infrastructure. 

You know, when you think about it -- and 

this is where policy comes in that it really kind of 

ticks me off, frankly -- through EPA's actions on 

North East Church Rock Mine, and all of the other 523 

abandoned mines on Navajo -- and now NRC's NEPA 

implementation, which is just -- you know, one step 

towards the licensed amendment -- the Government is 

really not taking responsibility for the problem in 

the first place.  You know, substantial portions of 
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those 523 abandoned mines were done under contracts to 

the AEC.  These are defense-related mines that 

produced fissile material for the nuclear weapons 

program.  And that's what happened at North East 

Church Rock Mine for at least the first two years of 

this operation. 

You know, there's no effort for the 

Federal Government -- outside of writing these, what 

now looks like meaningless five-year plans -- to 

really get serious about accepting its responsibility 

to the Navajo people and to the Navajo Nation.  Back 

in Waxman hearing in 2007, I think that the -- one of 

the -- the highest ranking Navajo Nation officials was 

Council Delegate George Arthur.  And one of the things 

he talked about was going to Japan and seeing the 

devastation wrought by the atomic bombings, and was 

fully understanding at the time of the need for the 

United States to make reparations to the nation of 

Japan so that they could get back on their feet. 

He remarked that no such reparations had 

ever been made to the Navajo people who were at the 

forefront of developing uranium for the nuclear 

weapons program, right?  He remarked that at some 

point in time we want all the radioactive waste from 
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the uranium era off of the Navajo Nation.  And I think 

that former president Joe Shirley reiterated that in 

this -- it was a proclamation in July of 2009 -- that 

declared, you know, Uranium Remembrance Day for the -- 

at the time that was the 30th anniversary of the 

tailings spill, right? 

Now he did remark that he considered 

moving the North East Church Rock Mine waste to the 

tailings pile as a, quote unquote, interim solution.  

It -- you know, I'm -- I'm sorry to say, it will be 

permanent because nobody is going to go back in and 

redo it, right? 

So before it gets to that point, I really 

think that we are way past the time for the Federal 

Government to have really the kind of intimate 

conversations that need to be had with the Navajo 

people, with their leadership, on really what -- what 

is the ultimate solution to this?  We can't -- I can't 

think of a worse solution than ending up with 523 

disposal sites -- you know, essentially we're turning 

abandoned mines into disposal sites because each one 

of them is getting a Superfund treatment. 

When it -- we don't have that kind of 

time.  It's going to take 100 years and another four 



 68 
 

 
 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 

generations to deal with this problem.  I think that 

the Federal Government needs to start seriously 

working with the Navajo Nation to begin to -- to 

identify and do a detailed analysis of where these 

mine wastes can be taken.  If we start looking at the 

-- the map of the uranium legacy of the Navajo Nation 

and surrounding areas, it's in all four directions.  

It's in the middle of the Navajo Nation.  It extends 

into Utah, to New Mexico, to Arizona. 

And we don't have, yet, a policy that says 

we are going to consolidate these mine wastes, we're 

going to take them where they can be geotechnically 

isolated for the -- you know, several millennia that 

is going to need -- be needed for the radiological 

hazards to dissipate in the mine waste.  We're not 

doing that.  We're doing everything piecemeal. 

Not only are you doing the Northeast 

Church Rock Mine waste piecemeal, but guess what, 

across the arroyo is the Kerr-McGee Quivira Church 

Rock one.  The community, as I remember, about 15 

years ago said, if we're going to clean these things 

up, let's do it all the same time.  That's not the way 

it's happening right now. 

The Quivira mine site is -- which is part 
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of a Tronox settlement -- it's -- it has its own 

Superfund process, right?  So it's going to go 

forward.  GE has made it known that it's not 

interested in taking care of somebody else's liability 

for the uranium mine waste there.  So -- but the 

government is still, once again, playing kind of -- 

you know, this -- this stretch it out as far as you 

can stretch it out game and hopefully people will just 

forget about it. 

That's not what we're going to do.  Some 

of us have been working on this for 40 years and we're 

not going to forget.  We'll pass this information down 

to our progeny and to the people in the community and 

their progeny, so that no one will ever forget.  You 

know, Terry talked about her -- her grandma, Katherine 

Duncan, who was a very strong lady.  One of the things 

she told us was back in the '60s, that there were 

these, you know -- (Native language spoken) -- white 

guys who came around.  And they were putting flags in. 

 She didn't know who they were. 

But she didn't like the fact that, one, 

they were there on the -- the -- her land, the 

People's land, and two, they were putting things in 

the ground.  So she went around and picked them up.  
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Those were the original prospectors.  And the company 

officials and technicians, coming out to survey the 

land, to develop uranium mining.  There was no free 

prior and informed consent, which is the standard of 

the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

People that has been now on the books since 2007.  And 

I don't see any discussion of the -- of this kind of 

higher legal authority -- moral authority that any of 

the Federal agencies are evoking to think beyond the 

box of the NEPA requirements, the AEC Part 20 

requirements, the 40 CFR 192 requirements.  All of 

these regulations are fine and well, but they're not 

getting to the crux of the problem. 

The crux of the problem is there's no 

place to take this stuff, and the Government is not 

accepting its responsibility as the responsible -- 

primary responsible party.  This is not to let GE or 

any of the other responsible corporate parties off the 

hook.  Not -- in no way.  On the other hand, as I said 

earlier, they were smart enough to figure out that 

they weren't going to pay for the whole thing because 

they're going to bill the Federal Government.  If 

that's the case, why isn't -- why isn't the community 

having the same kind of standing and elevation of its 
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position?  Because it doesn't have a $1,000-an-hour 

suits running around.  It doesn't have the -- people 

can hardly call in because of cell phone and broadband 

deficits.  You know, you're -- you're doing this at a 

time of extreme trauma and extreme impact on the 

community. 

I think we should wait for a while.  I 

mean, you know, I know the community wants this done, 

but you know, as Terry said -- you know, this has been 

going on now for almost 20 years.  I mean back -- keep 

in mind that the Northeast Church Rock Mine stopped 

producing uranium in 1982.  It sat dormant for 

essentially 20 years until the State of New Mexico 

came in with its Mining Act authority and said, hey 

UNC, you need to have a reclamation plan. 

And then, when we were out there with 

Navajo EPA and some council delegates back in -- it 

was 2001, 2002 I believe, looking at the proximity of 

the waste dump to the people, the -- the late Arlene 

Luther, who was one of my heroes, sat there -- stood 

there and told all of us who were within earshot, 

we've got to do something about this.  And so the -- 

they consulted with the Land Department, found out it 

was Trust land, got EPA involved, and that's where we 
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are today. 

So that was -- that was 2002, 2003.  We 

are now almost 20 years down the road.  We have had 

this plan in front of us for quite some time and yet 

weren't -- you -- you're going to be lucky to get the 

first truck load, or conveyer belt load, of mine waste 

to the tailings pile in, what another ten years.  In 

the meantime, you could change your alternatives.  

They are not adequate. 

One alternative needs to be the 

disposition of the community to relieve public health 

risks.  And that's where you get to the notion of 

developing the Standing Black Tree Mesa.  And you 

know, there's no -- there's no alternatives for taking 

this off site.  You're not -- you're just buying in to 

what EPA said.  They did a perfunctory survey of 

uranium mill tailings companies, hey, you got room for 

some mine waste?  No, we don't sir, thank you. 

And that was it.  They -- it was not a 

rigorous, scientific analysis of potential alternative 

disposal sites that would consolidate the uranium 

waste on the Navajo Nation in places away from people 

using geotechnical characteristics that are consistent 

with the NRC's Appendix A mill licensing requirements 
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and that protect public health for the long term of 

the hazards of these waste.  So I am  -- I -- I've -- 

I've listened last week, I listened today.  And it's 

just -- it's just aggravating that -- that -- and 

we're not getting to the crux of the problem here.  

And I hope that you -- hope the NRC takes this and 

seriously considers going back to the drawing board.  

And back in March of last year when we talked -- when 

we were at the scoping meetings, I -- I challenged the 

NRC to get out of the offices in Rockville and come 

out here. 

You know, one of the big issues is the 

flash floods and the potential erosion of the starter 

dam on the tailings pile.  None of us from the 

community to its assistors on the outside have ever 

been able to walk that arroyo to inspect it for 

ourselves.  I don't know if NRC ever got around to 

doing that.  I assume that EPA did because they had 

the Superfunds authority for that site.  But nobody in 

the community really knows what the integrity of that 

starter dam is.  It didn't take -- only two years of 

operation of that starter dam at the South Pond to 

rupture because of differential settlement and the 

fact that they filled the South Pond too full, and the 
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ashes of the acidic liquids on the -- the sands in the 

starter dam contributed to the differential settlement 

that contributed to the catastrophic release.  We 

don't want that happening again.  You cannot allow 

that to happen again. 

So therefore, there needs to be a much 

more rigorous approach to engaging the community and 

looking at the community as a partner in this thing if 

you want to have any sense that they're satisfied that 

this plan will work.  Many of us don't think it will, 

but in -- but this is one way that you could show 

people.  Open that site up.  Make it transparent.  

Let's see what the condition of the dam is.  It may 

not be a good site for this.  So those are my comments 

at this point.  I'm sorry to -- to -- to -- to sound 

agitated.  But this is just so aggravating because 

they're absolutely right.  Every time there's a 

hearing, people come out, they say what they need to 

say, and the agencies take the comments and they write 

long documents, respond to the comments -- but nothing 

really ever changes. 

So come up with better alternatives, 

including an analysis of -- of off-site disposal.  

Include, as a protection of public health and the 
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environment, the creation of the new residential area 

up on top of the mesa.  And allow people in the 

community to inspect this site.  So -- if you have any 

questions, I'd be happy to address them. 

MR. CAMERON:  Chris, I -- I -- thank you 

for all that valuable information And I know the NRC 

staff is taking note of -- you know, how did -- how do 

you find a way to make it feasible for the community 

to participate during the -- during the pandemic?  

That's one thing.  And looking at the community as a 

partner, I was very interested in the way you focused 

on the -- and I think it was Standing Black Tree.  Is 

that -- is that the Community that Susan Gordon was 

referring to earlier? 

MR. SHUEY:  It -- yes, it's the same 

place.  It's -- what?  A mile and a half, as the crow 

flies.  You know, two-plus miles by that winding road. 

 It's to the north, northwest of the current valley.  

It's up on top.  You know, the folks -- this is a 

traditional use area.  The folks have an arbor.  They 

have a -- it's already developed -- a little common 

area.  And as Susan said, we connected the community 

folks at the Indigenous Design and Planning Institute 

at UNM -- back in like 2012 -- and they came up with 
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these -- the students came up with these conceptual 

drawings of what an eco-friendly village would look 

like, right? 

So there are plans.  They're very 

beautiful.  They're quite creative.  But you have to 

get access.  And you have to create infrastructure at 

the top there.  So there's -- if you extend the notion 

of a -- an eco-friendly village, I mean, good gosh -- 

GE makes wind turbines.  You know -- there's a lot of 

wind out there.  You know, a single, one and a half 

megawatt turbine to power much of the western half of 

the Eastern Agency, frankly. 

And then there's ways to create new road, 

or a -- an improvement to the existing road.  There's 

-- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MR. CAMERON:  You're -- you're giving a 

nice -- 

MR. SHUEY:  -- ways to do water and waste 

water up there that are also sustainable.  So it's not 

impossible.  EPA just said we're not going to do it. 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MR. CAMERON:  And you're giving us an idea 

of some of the problems that have to be solved.  But 
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one important thing that you did is to characterize 

that -- that could be an alternative that's considered 

in a draft EIS. I mean, I think that -- that could be 

very important and -- you know, I -- I sympathize with 

your -- your frustration.  You've given us a lot of 

good ideas and -- Susan mentioned, and I should have 

asked her this -- Susan mentioned that there was a -- 

a plan for the Standing Black Tree village.  And I 

don't know if my colleagues here at the NRC had ever -

- has ever looked at -- at that.  I'm not sure what 

they -- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MR. SHUEY:  We could send you -- 

MR. CAMERON:  -- would do with it, but -- 

MR. SHUEY:  -- the PDF or the report that 

the UNM people need.  It's -- it's -- in a hard copy. 

 It's very beautiful.  It's glossy.  It's full color. 

I  think we've got it on PDF, so we can send it. 

MR. CAMERON:  Chris, can you do that?  

That would be very helpful.  And again, thank you -- 

thank you for all your -- your comments and your 

knowledge of -- of this particular issue and -- I'm 

going to go on to the next speaker now, but thank you 

-- thank you heartily.  Now we have a new operator -- 



 78 
 

 
 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 

at least for a while -- And it's Katrina.  Katrina, is 

there anybody on the line for us? 

(No audible response.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Katrina, are you there? 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  I can't ask -- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

OPERATOR:  I do apologize.  I'm sorry.  I 

thought I had my mic open.  At this time there are no 

further questions in queue.  But once again, if you 

would like to submit a question or a comment, please 

press star one on your phone, record your name, and 

your line will be open. 

MR. CAMERON:  And Katrina, we're just 

going to wait patiently and see who else might come on 

to talk to us. 

OPERATOR:  Okay, that's fine.  Thank you. 

 Next caller is Eileen O'Shaughnessy.  Your line is 

now open. 

MS. O'SHAUGHNESSY:  Hi, there.  Thank you. 

 Can you hear me? 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes, we can, Eileen.  Thank 

you.  Go ahead. 

MS. O'SHAUGHNESSY:  Okay.  Thank you.  So 
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my name is Eileen O'Shaughnessy.  I'm an educator and 

in -- based in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and I'm an 

organizer with the Nuclear Issues Study Group, and I 

just want to begin by acknowledging that the site that 

we're talking about and this proposed license 

amendment is dealing with an issue of great 

contamination and great violence that originates with 

nuclear colonialism.  And I'm stressed by the fact 

that the community who is most impacted by this issue 

and by this license proposal is calling for this to go 

no further.  And I believe that those who are most 

impacted should have the final say in matters such as 

these. 

What Chris was just raising, concerns 

about the fact that this is moving forward during a 

global pandemic is very real, and again, I believe 

that the NRC should not be moving licensing projects 

forward during a global pandemic.  And the fact that 

you are just reveals so much about your priorities, 

which frankly are not about protecting human health 

and the environment. 

And the precautionary principle states 

that, you know, we should no harm first, whether that 

be in approaching some kind of remedy for a cleanup 
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issue or for moving waste.  And I don't believe that 

the NRC has proven with this particular license 

amendment that harm will not be done, that more harm 

will not be done. 

And to be clear, the Red Water Pond Road 

community, who are the impacted community, have spoken 

out against this license amendment and against moving 

approximately one million cubic yards of waste on top 

of the existing mill tailings.  So again, I think that 

the final word should lie with -- excuse me -- should 

lie with the Red Water Pond Road community, with the 

impacted communities and not with the NRC.  The Red 

Water Pond Road community has also called for not only 

cleanup of this contaminated site but also all 

contaminated sites, and for funding for housing, for 

educational endeavors, and for in-depth health 

studies.  So it's not just about moving waste from one 

site to another.  It's about taking a holistic and 

sustainable and environmental justice approach to 

dealing with these issues, which I do not believe the 

NRC has done or is taking in this particular case. 

And finally, I just want to say that this 

waste should not be shipped to the White Mesa Mill and 

again, that indigenous communities, impacted 
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communities should have the final say, and this 

license amendment should go no further.  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you for joining 

us, Eileen.  Thank you for those comments. 

OPERATOR:  Once again, if you would like 

to submit a question or a comment, please press star 

one on your phone, record your name, and your line 

will be open.  At this time, there are no further 

questions in queue. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay, we'll just wait.  And 

Joanna, while we're waiting, maybe you could just 

remind people about the unmuting of the phone and 

pressing star one if they want to speak, if you 

wouldn't mind doing that for us? 

MS. MANYGOATS:  I can do that.  (Native 

language spoken.)  Back to you, Chip. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thanks, Joanna. 

MS. MANYGOATS:  You're welcome. 

MR. CAMERON:  And Katrina, do we have 

anybody on now? 

OPERATOR:  At this time, there is no one 

in the queue. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay. 

OPERATOR:  Once again, if you would like 
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to submit a question or a comment, please press star 

one on your phone, record your name, and your line 

will be open.  That is star, then one.  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON:  Just to remind everybody 

again is that the -- the due date for comments has 

been extended to February 26, 2021.  No longer 

December 28th.  It's February 26, 2021. 

OPERATOR:  Once again, if you would like 

to submit a question or a comment, please press star 

one on your phone, record your name, and your line 

will be open.  Thank you. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  And this is Chip again.  I 

just wanted to let you know that very soon there will 

be a Federal Register notice that confirms that 

extension of the comment period to February 26th.  It 

hasn't been issued yet, but it will be.  But that 

doesn't mean that that's going to change.  It's 

February 26, 2021.  The earliest now there will be a 

Federal Register notice to that effect issued. 

OPERATOR:  Okay.  We do have a question.  

Nona Baheshone.  Your line is now open. 

MS. BAHESHONE:  Good afternoon.  I am Nona 

Baheshone with the Diné Uranium Remediation Advisory 
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Commission.  My question has to do with the 

presentation itself, so first of all, I want to thank 

NRC for extending the deadline to February 26th and if 

there are opportunities other than the formal public 

hearings that it has established to present this 

information, this real important information.  And our 

Commission's next meeting is on January 14th, and I 

wondered if the NRC could make a presentation about 

this licensing amendment at that meeting for the 

Commission.  I think it's really important because 

we're working on a policy right now that's ---  

(Audio interference.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  That's a great 

suggestion, and if you wouldn't mind working with 

Ashley Waldron, the Environmental Project Manager, to 

explore how to make that happen, I think the NRC would 

be receptive to that.  And I'm not sure we have your 

phone number or email address, but Ashley's phone 

number and email address were posted earlier.  And 

maybe we could have that -- can we have that slide 

back?  Going to put that slide back up. 

MS. WALDRON:  Kellee, can you go to slide 

12, please?  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  There it is, 
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ashley.waldron@nrc.gov and 301-415-7317.  I think it 

be very important for the -- 

MS. BAHESHONE:  Yes. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- two of you -- 

MS. BAHESHONE:  I have her contact 

information, so I'll get in touch.  

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  That's fantastic. 

(Audio interference.) 

MS. BAHESHONE:  -- presentation, but I do 

appreciate this and working with the Commission 

presenting this information at their next meeting.  

Unfortunately, the commissioners can't all be on this 

call, so I think it would be helpful.  Like I said, 

we're working on the disposal methods policy, and in 

addition to that, we got the information now to review 

the full EIS.  So we'll do that in the meantime, and 

we have some technical comments.  We probably can ask 

those questions in detail at the Uranium Commission 

meeting.  So thank you for that, and I'll be in touch 

with Ashley. 

MR. CAMERON:  Right.  And could you -- 

would you mind just spelling your name for us so that 

we know exactly -- I'm sorry, I didn't catch the whole 

thing. 
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MS. BAHESHONE:  It's Nona, N-O-N-A, 

Baheshone, B-A-H-E-S-H-O-N-E. 

MR. CAMERON:  That's beautiful.  Thank 

you, Nona, and thank you -- 

MS. BAHESHONE:  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- for that suggestion.  

Okay.  Bye-bye. 

OPERATOR:  Once again, if you would like 

to submit a question or a comment, please press star 

one on your phone, record your name, and your line 

will be open.  Thank you. 

(Pause.) 

OPERATOR:  If anyone would like to submit 

a question or a comment, please press star one on your 

phone, record your name, and your line will be open.  

Thank you. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Katrina, do we have anybody 

waiting? 

OPERATOR:  There are no questions, thank 

you, at this time.  But once again, this is the public 

comment session of the call.  If you would like to 

make a comment or if you have a question, please press 

star one on your phone, record your name, and your 
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line will be open. 

(Pause.) 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  This is Chip again.  

We don't have anybody on the line.  Of course, we're 

going to keep watching for that, but I wondered, 

Dariel, are you still on the line with us? 

(No response.) 

OPERATOR:  Okay.  We do have a question or 

a comment from Leona Morgan.  The line is now open. 

MS. MORGAN:  Hi.  Thank you for opening my 

line again.  I just want it to be on the record that 

the one community person who called in during her 

quite personal testimony was very inappropriately and 

rudely cut off by Chip.  And I think it's appalling 

the way you are treating our people when we've, at 

times -- and time and time again, this is a bad time 

to do this.  I mean we said it to you all during the 

Holtec meetings, during all of the WCS meetings on 

CIS, and I know you've heard it from people across the 

country for all the meetings NRC is hosting on SMRs, 

on the deregulations and everything happening in the 

nuclear industry.  This is not a good time to be 

hosting public meetings when our communities are 

suffering from the pandemic, and especially for the 
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community in question here who doesn't have access to 

Internet at all.  If you even took the time to see 

where you're talking about, it's literally impossible 

for people to get on this meeting.  And the one person 

who did, you shut her down, and you silenced her.  You 

interrupted her when she was giving her testimony.  I 

mean how dare you?  This is not okay.  This is 

completely unacceptable, unprofessional, and I would 

say when you finally sit down to meet with our Navajo 

Nation government officials and the local community, I 

would just ask you to have some respect and to have 

some kindness and to do your job, which we all laugh 

about your mission statement of the NRC, but to 

actually do your job in good faith, because this is a 

serious issue. 

And I know Teracita has left the meeting. 

 She is not able to continue on her testimony, but I 

just want it to be on record the treatment of the NRC 

and how this needs to stop.  And I would ask as we 

continue on with these meetings, that you give the 

local community people ample time to say their piece 

as they're not just speaking for themselves.  They're 

speaking for an entire community who is not able to be 

on this call.  That's it.  I just want that to be on 
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the record that Chip interrupted Teracita while she 

was crying no less.  I mean how dare you, Chip? 

MR. CAMERON:  Leona -- 

MS. MORGAN:  How could you do that? 

MR. CAMERON:  -- Leona, I think that is 

way beyond the pale.  I was very respectful of 

Teracita -- Terry, and I felt for her with all her 

suffering.  So -- 

MS. MORGAN:  You could have given her a 

few more minutes. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- I was not -- 

MS. MORGAN:  You could have given her a 

warning.  You didn't have to -- 

MR. CAMERON:  -- I was not rude -- 

MS. MORGAN:  -- cut her off. 

MR. CAMERON:  Leona, just try to be quiet 

for a second and let someone else talk. 

MS. MORGAN:  Okay.  And I'll --- 

(Simultaneous speaking.) 

MR. CAMERON:  I was very respectful -- I 

was very respectful to Terry, and I wanted to make 

sure that we could hear from other people.  She had 

been talking for 17 minutes, and we got the message.  

And I was respectful to her.  I'm not going to go and 
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be rude to someone like Teracita who has suffered 

through all this.  So I just want that on the record, 

and it's too bad that she is not still with us, 

because I have note, "check back in with Teracita."  

So -- 

MS. MORGAN:  Well I'm glad you said that 

on the record. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- we're over it. 

MS. MORGAN:  We're going to hold you to 

that, that you're not going to be rude to our 

community folks -- 

MR. CAMERON:  I wasn't -- 

MS. MORGAN:  -- from here on out. 

MR. CAMERON:  -- I wasn't rude. 

MS. MORGAN:  Thank you, Chip. 

OPERATOR:  Once again -- 

MR. CAMERON:  I -- 

OPERATOR:  -- if you have a question or a 

comment, please press star one on your phone, record 

your name, and your line will be open.  That is star 

one.  Thank you. 

MR. YAZZIE:  Can you hear me?  Hello? 

MR. CAMERON:  Yes, we can.  Okay.  Go 

ahead. 
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MR. YAZZIE:  Good afternoon, everyone, 

again.  Thank you for the opportunity to have a 

discussion.  You know, the intent here is to share 

information.  The intent here from my role and my -- 

with my participation, with my group, and I -- in an 

understanding what's going to happen, what the 

proposed actions are going to be, you know, I shared 

in this call and the call last week that there was a 

specific manner we should look to follow in having 

these discussions.  And that was to identify what we -

- respectful relationships exist here. 

I think the idea of trying to find blame 

somewhere is gone.  I think we already know.  It's 

clear.  It's evident.  It's not a secret.  My cheii, 

Chris Shuey said it.  He shared it.  The history is 

known.  And so we shouldn't be dwelling on that aspect 

of this discussion, the aspect of blame.  We're -- we 

know what has happened.  We're already frustrated with 

trying to identify blame.  We want to see action.  And 

it's through these discussions now, and hopefully 

we're conveying this respectfully in a manner that 

will challenge you in your positions to hear this 

community out. 

Are the proposed options, are they 
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feasible to Navajo?  I think I can go out on a limb 

here and comfortably say, no, we don't feel like it 

is.  Are there other options that we should bring to 

this discussion?  Most definitely.  Are there other 

events that can be addressed along with these actions? 

 Most definitely. 

I hope this is the same information that 

you're capturing from NRC when we're talking about 

trying to decide on whether or not an amendment for 

this license will be provided.  And I hope you're 

hearing that there's enough information here, there's 

enough desire for a broader, deeper discussion to 

really capture what needs to happen. 

The idea of having a respectful 

relationship with each other in addressing something 

that's this devastating to Navajo is one that I would 

hope any human being would come to any table with an 

open mind and open heart and think how can we help, 

how can we truly come to a place where we address 

these issues entirely.  And maybe that's a separate 

question in itself.  Can we do it entirely? 

From my perspective, wearing my Navajo 

Superfund hat, we utilize a regulation called CERCLA. 

 And the first word that identifies what that 
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regulation is is "comprehensive."  In short, CERCLA is 

the polluter pays.  So in understanding that, we know 

who's to blame.  We know who the polluters are.  In 

this sense, who else?  Who else played a role in all 

of this that can truly help this community out, 

because it goes behind just the identified waste.  

What else has this monster that we created, that was 

created by taking something from the earth without 

proper protocol, utilizing it with intent to hurt, to 

harm, and in return, we ended up with a monster that's 

killing our people. 

Listen to the community that we're talking 

to today, this target community.  Listen to the 

stories that they're sharing.  Listen to what they 

have to share.  What would help them to move forward? 

 We don't know and we don't fully understand what that 

means without being in that position.  Is this the 

right time to be having this dialect?  Are we 

following that protocol of having respectful 

relationships and having respectful discussions?  Is 

it the right time right now?  With everything else 

that's happening, are we really giving every 

opportunity to this community to be fully engaged, or 

are we trying to rush this through, because we keep 
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saying that it's taking too long. 

Yes, I get it, it's a double-edged sword, 

but I can't stand back and believe that we don't have 

enough intelligent people on this call that can sit 

down and come up with a really truly viable solution 

that meets what the community wants, that meets 

entirely what the regulators are looking to to 

regulate with, and bring about a true solution.  

That's where, you know, I'm struggling with 

understanding this communication effort, because it's 

so evident that we're all struggling with it when we 

have people get aggravated, get agitated.  That may 

not be the way we want to present ourselves.  But you 

know what?  It's real. 

And if I may take off my Navajo Superfund 

hat and put on my Dariel Yazzie hat from Monument 

Valley, who lost both his paternal grandparents to 

cancer, is probably going to lose his father to 

cancer, but is fighting with all of the strength that 

he has to fight heart disease, to fight lung disease, 

to fight dementia, to fight, to fight, to fight, to 

fight, this man taught me how to fight.  And in the 

same sense, he told me to be smart about how I do it. 

 He told me that there's going to be a lot of things 
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that I might not have in my corner to make it a fair 

fight but in most cases, fights aren't fair.  They 

wouldn't be fights if they were. 

My team right now, through this executive 

order to stay home and work from home, we have staff 

that are identified to be essential staff who can get 

out and make some things happen, either from the 

office or make events happen in the field.  We hear of 

COVID cases hitting our homes, closer and closer every 

day.  It hit in my office two weeks ago.  It walked in 

my house on Thanksgiving Day. 

I've been home since March.  Most of this 

whole year, I've been home with a few days that I've 

been able to get out taking a chance knowing that 

COVID is out there, but taking that chance because 

there's -- there are activities that we need to engage 

in, because that's what we signed up to do.  And I'm 

sitting here at home today, and I'm listening, and I'm 

thinking to myself, how do we get to that final place 

we want to be? 

I hope every comment, every opinion that 

was shared was captured.  I hope NRC will reach out to 

Navajo EPA, reach out to our tribal leaders, President 

Nez, Vice President Lizer, our delegates, Speaker 
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Damon.  Can we get an audience with them?  I guarantee 

you they've talked to the communities as well.  They 

have the same firsthand knowledge and understanding of 

what these impacts are.  Let's truly have a 

comprehensive conversation about this before we rush 

into any decisions.  If a decision needs to be rushed 

to, I think that I feel comfortable saying it, that 

the community is asking don't grant the amendment to 

this license.  We've not talked enough about this.  

We've not had a better discussion on what needs to 

happen. 

My friend, my cheii, Chris Shuey, shared a 

lot of historical information that captures the idea 

of why we shouldn't rush to this decision, because 

there's a lot that still hasn't been discussed 

comprehensively to come up with a comprehensive 

solution.  With all due respect, I thank you for the 

opportunity to talk today.  Thank you for the 

opportunity of hearing our communities, people who've 

engaged on behalf of Navajo, people who've spent 

numerous years trying to help us come up with some 

comprehensive solutions.  But we can't get there 

unless we're all engaged in it. 

Let's continue to have these respectful 
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communications.  I say that from my position with the 

Navajo Nation government.  I say that as a veteran, a 

citizen of the Navajo Nation who's been directly 

impacted by these uranium mining events.  I don't know 

how long I'm going to have my dad, and for lack of a 

better way of phrasing it, it pisses me off that 

uranium mining activities happened, and there was 

supposed to be benefit.  Benefit to who?  To me?  To 

my kids that won't have an opportunity to ask my dad 

the questions that they're going to come up with in 

later years?  Who did it benefit? 

We are a people that are hurting.  Don't 

brush us off as being difficult, combative, 

uncompromising.  Recognize us as five-fingered people 

that you share this world with, that have families 

just as you do, that love, that laugh, that cry.  

Please hear our words.  Please feel free to call me 

directly.  Let's talk.  Let's come up with a plan on 

when we can do this meeting in a manner that's 

respectful to this community.  Let's reach out to 

every one of those community members and help and see 

if there's a way we can establish a way for them to 

have a computer in their home at a specific time when 

they're home and have them log on to a Teams event so 
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that you can see them as they're talking to you, 

because they're not just voices traveling through the 

air, real people. 

I thank you all, respectfully.  That's all 

I have to say.  Thank you. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you 

very much, Dariel.  And Katrina, do we have anybody 

else on the line? 

OPERATOR:  There are currently on comments 

in queue at this time.  If you would like to make a 

comment, please press star one. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  We'll wait a few 

minutes.  We're supposed to end at 7:00, and we'll see 

if there are other people who want to talk.  And 

eventually I'm going to ask John Tappert, our senior 

NRC official, to close the meeting out for us.  But 

we'll wait, we'll wait and see if anybody else wants 

to come on. 

OPERATOR:  If you would like to make a 

comment, please press star one.  If you would like to 

remove your comment, please press star two.  There are 

no questions in queue at this time. 

MR. CAMERON:  Katrina, I think we're going 

to close out the meeting.  We've heard many, many good 
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and heartfelt and constructive comments tonight.  So I 

think right now I'm going to just thank everybody, and 

I mean everybody who was on the call and spoke 

tonight, and all of you who were listening.  And I'm 

going to ask John Tappert to close the meeting out for 

us. 

MR. TAPPERT:  Thanks, Chip.  So I just 

really would like to thank Dariel and really all of 

the participants in tonight's meeting for the clearly 

sincere and heartfelt comments that were expressed 

tonight.  I just want to affirm that the NRC is 

committed to respectfully engaging with all 

stakeholders as we go through this process.  Your 

comments are important to us, and we are recording 

them all, and we'll reflect on them as we continue to 

finalize the Environmental Impact Statement. 

There are -- just a reminder, there are a 

number of ways you can continue to provide comments as 

expressed in the presentation.  There is a dedicated 

phone line.  There's a dedicated email address.  

There's a regulations.gov as well as our mailing 

address if you want to do it the old-fashioned way.  

And Ashley is available to provide assistance, if 

necessary. 
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And we will have an additional public 

meeting at a date to be scheduled, but it will be held 

later in the evening to hopefully improve access to 

folks who couldn't make this meeting. 

Again, thank you for your participation, 

very important to us, and have a great evening and be 

safe. 

MR. CAMERON:  Okay.  We're adjourned, 

Katrina, so we're going to be signing off now. 

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went 

off the record at 6:57 p.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


