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DEPT.OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Pete Ricketts, Governor

August 27,2020

Michael Layton, Director
Division of Materials, Safety, Security, State, and Tribal Programs
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Dear Mr. Layton;

The purpose of this letter is to request Programmatic Technical Assistance for the
Nebraska Agreement State Program under the Office of Nuclear Safety and Safeguards
Procedure SA 1001, Part V., Section C. The Programmatic Technical Assistance I am
requesting is in the form of the performance of 16 inspections. We are not asking for any
assistance with licensing. I am making this request proactively to avoid future IMPEP
deficiencies in timeliness and quality of inspections.

The Nebraska Office of Radiological Health normally has three trained Health Physicists
to perform the licensing and inspection workload in the Radioactive Materials Program.
ln2019 a fully trained staff member resigned and was immediately replaced. The
replacement staff member is now completed nearly all of the required training, but needs
more field training and experience. The remaining two required training courses have
been rescheduled due to COVID19. Another staff member retired in April of this year
and has been replaced with a new employee that has begun the NRC on-line training
regimen. The third staff member is fully trained with over 20 years of experience.
However, the workload is such that one fully trained inspector/license reviewer is not
sufficient, particularly when taking the time to train new inspectors.

Enclosed is a plan with the requested inspections grouped into four inspection trips based
upon location within the state. I have also included an alternate plan that groups all of the
facilities with Category I or Category 2 quantities of radioactive materials into one
ambitious inspection trip. The remaining inspections are then grouped by location into
two additional inspection trips.

If possible, I am also requesting that our two newer inspectors be allowed to accompany
the NRC inspector(s) for training purposes. Field training for the two newer inspectors
from multiple individuals will offer them different perspectives on how to effectively and
effi ciently conduct inspections.

Consistent with the goal of the National Materials Program to protect public health,
safety, security, and the environment associated with the hazards of radioactive material
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while effectively using regulatory resources, the States of Colorado and North Dakota
have also agreed to provide assistance. If NRC agrees to perform these inspections, the
Nebraska Agreement State Program would be responsible for making any regulatory
decisions and taking enforcement actions.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questions, please
contact me at 402/471-0528.

Sincerely

O,W
A. Schmitt, Manager

Off,rce of Radiological Health

CC: Kevin Williams
Randy Erickson

Enclosure




