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Today’s Meeting

The purpose of today’s meeting is to:
• provide an update on NRC resources that are 

available to fuel facilities and regulatory relief 
that has been issued; and

• obtain feedback to better inform the planning 
of future NRC resources.
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Agenda

• Sources of important information
• Approved regulatory relief
• Temporary Staff Guidance
• Guidance on extension requests 
• Feedback and questions
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Sources of Important Information

• NRC Public Website on COVID-19 Update 
(https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/covid-19/)

• April 7, 2020 NMSS “All Licensees” letter
regarding methods for regulatory relief 
(ML20094G166)

• NRC Public Website on Nuclear Materials COVID-19 
Activities for Fuel Facilities 
(https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/covid-19/ 
materials/fuel-cycle.html)

• Temporary Staff Guidance – Fuel Facility Requests 
for Regulatory Relief Related to COVID-19 
(ML20108E911)
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https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/covid-19/
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2009/ML20094G166.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/covid-19/materials/fuel-cycle.html
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2010/ML20108E911.pdf


Approved Regulatory Relief
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Licensee Relief Topic
NRC License 
Amendment

Issued Date Expiration Date

BWXT Nuclear 
Operations Group, Inc.

• Exercises – Tactical Response Team and 
Guards

ML20093B963 • April 09, 2020 • December 31, 2020

Framatome, Inc.
• Reporting – Material Status 
• Reporting – Physical Inventory Summary

ML20099D742 • April 15, 2020 • May 16, 2020
• June 14, 2020

BWXT Nuclear 
Operations Group, Inc.

• Training – Fitness-for-duty Refresher
• Training & Qualification – Security Officer
• Specific Requirements & Commitments –

Physical Protection Plan and the Training 
Qualification & Equipment Plan (based on 
potential staffing levels)

ML20107F694 • May 08, 2020 • December 31, 2020
• December 31, 2020
• 60 days after the 
COVID-19 PHE has 
ended

Westinghouse Electric 
Company, LLC

• Audit Frequency – Emergency Plan ML20141L555 • May 22, 2020 • September 21, 2021

BWXT Nuclear 
Operations Group, Inc.

• Specific Commitments – Radiation 
Protection Chapter of License Application, 
(based on potential staffing levels)

ML20181A109 • June 30, 2020 • December 31, 2020

BWXT Nuclear 
Operations Group, Inc.

• Exercise – Annual Evacuation Drill ML20168B008 • June 17, 2020 • July 1, 2021

BWXT Nuclear 
Operations Group, Inc.

• Training – Monthly Emergency Team
• Drills – Quarterly Emergency Organization

ML20177A211 • June 29, 2020 • December 31, 2020
• December 31, 2020

https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2009/ML20093B963.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2009/ML20099D742.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2010/ML20107F694.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2014/ML20141L555.html
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2018/ML20181A109.html
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2016/ML20168B008.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2017/ML20177A211.html


Temporary Staff Guidance (TSG)

• TSG No.: TSG-DFM-2020-01, “Fuel Facility Requests for 
Regulatory Relief Related to COVID-19” (April 21, 2020, 
ML20108E911)

• NRC has authority to provide exemptions from its 
regulations and amendments to license conditions and 
technical specifications when applicable criteria are 
met – public health and safety remain top priority.

• Licensees that anticipate that they will be unable to 
comply with a regulatory requirement or license 
condition should contact the NRC as soon as a 
potential issue is identified.
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https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML20108E911


TSG – continued

• TSG-DFM-2020-01 provides guidance to NRC staff on the 
processing of fuel facility licensee requests for regulatory 
relief

• Contents of TSG-DFM-2020-01 include:
– Process Overview

• Fuel facility licensee contacts NMSS/DFM
• Gather appropriate NRC staff to evaluate the request
• Identify the timeframe available
• Obtain intake information
• Document enforcement discretion, if applicable                                  

(i.e., needed within 48 hours)
• Determine regulatory action(s) to be taken

– Regulatory Relief Roadmap
– Templates for related documents
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TSG – Example
• NRC receives a request for exemption from reporting 

requirements (e.g., effluent monitoring [10 CFR 70.59],         
facility changes [10 CFR 70.72], physical inventory summary       
[10 CFR 74.17], material status reports [10 CFR 75.35])

• NRC staff applies process discussed in TSG-DFM-2020-01
– Identify the timeframe available to consider the request               

(e.g., over 2 weeks, 48 hours – 2 weeks, or less than 48 hours)
– Understand circumstances (Section E of TSG)
– Evaluate the exemption in accordance with applicable regulations                

(e.g., 10 CFR 70.17, 10 CFR 74.7, 10 CFR 75.3)
• Authorized by law;
• Will not endanger life or property or the common defense and security; and
• Otherwise in the public interest

– Determine regulatory action (Section G of TSG)
• An exemption should be temporary, specific to the COVID-19 PHE, and 

reference site-specific thresholds or a timeframe for which the relief is 
applicable

• An exemption would be documented in a license condition, issued via         
an amendment to the license
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Guidance on Extension Requests

• TSG-DFM-2020-01 is also applicable to 
extension requests for previously approved 
relief

• NRC staff will evaluate an extension request’s:
– “Explanation of circumstances,” including current 

facility operations related to approved relief
– “Basis for regulatory relief,” including how the 

extension will maintain the reasonable assurance 
of adequate protection of safety and security

– “Plan to return to normal operations”
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2)  Enter questions/comments 
to “All Panelists”

1) Make sure both the “Participants” 
and “Chat” windows are open by 

clicking these two icons

4)  When your hand is raised, 
you’ll see a hand by your name

3)  Click the small 
hand icon to raise 

or lower your hand

Two ways comment 
or ask a question:

̶ Send a chat 
̶ Raise your hand 

to be unmuted



Discussion

The NRC is interested in feedback regarding 
regulatory relief related to COVID-19, such as:

– Are there any concerns with the regulatory relief 
process?  Has it met your needs?

– Are any extension requests anticipated?
– Is any future regulatory relief anticipated? 

12


	The NRC’s public meeting to provide an update on COVID-19 regulatory relief for fuel facilities will begin shortly.
	Public Meeting to Provide an Update on COVID-19 Regulatory Relief for Fuel Facility Licensees
	Today’s Meeting
	Agenda
	Sources of Important Information
	Approved Regulatory Relief
	Temporary Staff Guidance (TSG)
	TSG – continued
	TSG – Example
	Guidance on Extension Requests
	Slide Number 11
	Discussion

