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 10 CFR 73.5 
November 20, 2020 
 
Attn:  Document Control Desk 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC  20555-0001 
 
 Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station  
 Renewed Facility Operating License No. DPR-35  
 Docket No. 50-293 and 72-1044 
 
Subject:   Request for a One-Time Exemption from 10 CFR 73, Appendix B, Section VI, 

Subsection C.3.(I)(1) Regarding Annual Force-on-Force (FOF) Exercises, Due to 
COVID 19 Pandemic 

 
Reference:  1. NRC Letter, "Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station – Exemption Request From 

Certain Requirements of Title 10 of the Code Of Federal Regulations Part 73, 
Appendix B, “General Criteria For Security Personnel,” Section VI (L-2020-
LLE-0098)”, dated June 18, 2020, (ML20160A242) 

 
On January 31, 2020, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services declared a public 
health emergency (PHE) for the United States to aid the nation’s healthcare community in 
responding to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). On March 11, 2020, the COVID-19 
outbreak was characterized as a pandemic by the World Health Organization and, on March 13, 
2020, President Donald Trump declared the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic a national 
emergency. In addition, Massachusetts Governor Charles Baker declared a state of emergency 
on March 10, 2020.  
 
In response to these declarations and in accordance with the Holtec Decommissioning 
International, LLC (HDI) Pandemic Response plan, by letter dated June 18, 2020 (Reference 1), 
a temporary exemption from; 10 CFR 73, Appendix B, Section VI, Subsection C.3.(I)(1), 
regarding annual force-on-force (FOF) exercises, was approved for the station. The exemption 
was necessary because isolation protocols (e.g., social distancing, group size limitations, self-
quarantining, etc.) restrict activities associated with conducting annual FOF exercises and was 
necessary to maintain a healthy workforce during the pandemic. The approved temporary 
exemption expires December 31, 2020.  
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In the request for exemption HDI committed to complete any missed FOF exercises, within 90 
days of when isolation restrictions are ended or by December 31, 2020. At the time of submittal 
for the exemption request the duration of the PHE was discussed as “not currently known,” and 
therefore a commitment was added to complete the exercises 90 days after the PHE is ended, 
or by December 31, 2020, whichever occurs first. However, the PHE has not ended and 
continues to impact the ability of Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant (PNPS) to conduct annual FOF 
exercises. Because the temporary exemption expires December 31, 2020, HDI requests a one-
time exemption for PNPS from conducting 2020 annual FOF exercises as required by 10 CFR 
73, Appendix B, Section VI, Subsection C.3.(I)(1). This one-time exemption would supersede the 
commitment in the previously approved exemption to complete any missed FOF exercise, within 
the time period in the request, when isolation restrictions are ended.  Approval of this exemption 
will continue to support the isolation protocols necessary to protect essential site personnel. 
These restrictions are needed to ensure personnel are isolated from the COVID-19 disease and 
remain capable of maintaining plant security.  

The proposed one-time exemption will apply specifically to security personnel that the temporary 

approved exemption applied.   

This letter contains no new regulatory commitments.  

Should you have any questions or require further information, please contact me at (856) 797-

0900, x3813. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Andrea L. Sterdis 

HDI Vice President, Regulatory and Environmental Affairs 

Holtec Decommissioning International, LLC 

 

Attachment -  Security 2020 Annual Force-on-Force Exercise One-Time Exemption Request 

cc:  

USNRC Regional Administrator, Region I 

USNRC Project Manager, NMSS - Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station 

USNRC Region I, Lead Inspector - Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station 

Director, Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 
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