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RESPONSE SHEET 

TO: Annette Vietti-Cook, Secretary 

FROM: Commissioner Wright

SUBJECT: SECY-20-0082: Rulemaking Plan to Extend the 
Duration of the AP1000 Design Certification 

I approve the staff’s recommendation to use the direct final rule process to amend Section VII in 
Appendix D to 10 CFR Part 52 to extend the duration of the AP1000 design certification (DC) for 
an additional 5 years beyond the current expiration date of February 27, 2021.  This change is 
consistent with the timely renewal period granted by exemption to the DC applicant and will 
allow a potential combined operating license applicant to reference the AP1000 DC while the 
Commission more broadly considers potential changes to the duration and renewal of future 
and currently valid DCs in a separate, ongoing rulemaking.  Given the limited scope of this 
rulemaking, I approve the staff’s recommendations with respect to: ACRS, CRGR, and ACMUI 
review; not developing a regulatory basis; and delegating signature authority for this action to 
the Executive Director for Operations.  

The paper describes some uncertainty regarding the known design issues and the impact those 
issues could have on the staff’s ability to make necessary findings.  If the staff determines that it 
cannot make a necessary finding, it should notify the Commission, discontinue the direct final 
rule process, and evaluate other alternatives to extend the AP1000 DC in an effective and 
efficient manner.   
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