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General Comment
As a nuclear medicine technologist for several years. I can tell you that extravasations do 
occur. I can also tell you that MOST technologists take extreme care to ensure they don't 
extravasate a dose, but it does happen. During training and my career in the clinical setting, I 
basically was taught that these incidents were no big deal. However, after reading the 
literature and thinking back, I couldn't stop wondering what happened to a couple of my 
previous patients that had significant extravagations? I remember doing compresses, etc, but 
what happened to them long term? Now granted these were Tc99m doses but that doesn't 
mean there is not harm right? As our profession gets more involved in therapy related 
treatments the outcomes from extravagations need to be looked at closely. We are in the 
business of prolonging life and quality of life with these treatments so by allowing 
extravagations to be considered routine is absurd.

I have read the SNMMI documentation and quite honestly don't understand how they can say 
that something is not a problem and then say by the way, we're going to have a special 
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committee look at this issue and provide guidance on how to fix the problem. Really? You 
just said it wasn't a problem. Even thought the SNMMI is the premier organization for NM, it 
will not be able to achieve 100% compliance with any suggestions that are forthcoming from 
their committees or task forces. 

I hope the NRC with keep the safety of patients at the center of the focus while reviewing this 
request. 
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