
From: Anna S.King <anna.s.king@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 6:09 PM 
To: VLLWTransferComments Resource 
Subject: [External_Sender] Docket NRC 2020-0065 Transfer of VLL (Radioactive) 

Waste to Exempt Persons for Disposal 
 
Dear U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (VLLW), 
 
Dear Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell, NRC Commissioners and Staff, 
 
Nearly 2 million pounds of radioactive Bakken oil field waste – highly contaminated filters, tank 
sludge and slurry from drilling pipes – were transported to Oregon on unmarked rail cars in 
2016, 2017 and 2019, and buried in Arlington at the Chemical Waste Management . In effect, a 
site that was never supposed to accept concentrated radioactive waste could now be such a dump 
forever. This is the first time anyone had been caught illegally disposing of radioactive waste in 
Oregon. 
The waste disposal took place over a period of three years, so was clearly repeated. But the 
agency’s lawyer at the Department of Justice interpreted the rules to mean it would only be a 
Level II violation if Chemical Waste had previously been notified of a violation and repeated it. 
“What that means is that you can have 20 violations, but they’re not considered repeat unless you 
were informed,” said Craig Johnston, an environmental law professor at Lewis & Clark Law 
School. “It’s not just one free bite. You get as many free bites as you want until we catch you.” 
We will only see the results of this contamination in the next few years, as numbers of cancer 
will rise and polluters got away with small penalty. 
No nuclear waste is low-level waste. I looked it up, you know I have been looking into a schools 
built on the landfills problem for a while and low-nuclear waste is very vaguely defined under 
NRC. 
"There is a fundamental problem with the way in which current government regulations 
categorize radioactive waste. For example, despite what is implied by their names, the two 
categories of waste named “high-level waste” and “low-level waste,” are defined without 
systematic reference to their actual radioactivity levels. They are defined solely by the process 
which produced them. “High-level waste” is defined as spent reactor fuel, or those wastes 
resulting from the reprocessing of spent reactor fuel. “Low-level waste” is actually a catch-all 
category that is defined simply to include all radioactive waste that is not high-level waste, 
transuranic wastes, or uranium mill tailings. 
A related problem with the existing definitions for radioactive waste is that they are without 
reference to the longevity of the waste’s radioactivity. Both high-level and low-level wastes as 
currently defined can contain significant quantities of both long and short-lived radionuclides. 
Since essential aspects of the radioactive waste disposal problem are in large part defined by the 
longevity of the waste’s hazard, this also makes little sense. 
There is a fundamental problem with the way in which current government regulations 
categorize radioactive waste." 
- High-Level Dollars, Low-Level Sense 
 
I object to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC) proposed reinterpretation of the rules 
which would allow radioactive waste to go to persons and places without radioactive licenses 



Docket NRC 2020-0065! 
Thank you, 
 
Anna S.King 
 
Sincerely, 
Anna S.King 
4506 Lincoln 
Vancouver, WA 98663 
360-989-0022 
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