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/)7N % STATE OF NEW MEXICOL amon !7 uce- *mn,, . wo-o=T ,8 'AU " ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT DIVISION |

ENVI ONMENT J Ia 3 s ,,,, Radiation Protection Section. .

|8 E 708 Uranium Avenue !

P. O. Box 2536 Telephone: 287-8845 |
Milan, NM 87021' 287-8322

August 3, 1978

iMr. O. D. McDaniel, General Manager
Uranium Operations
SOHIO Natural Resources Company
6001 Marble, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

REFERENCE: JUNE 22 and 23 and JULY 10, 1978
IFSPECTION OF MILL SITE

Dear Mr. McDaniel:

This letter reports on an unannounced inspection conducted on
June 22 and 23 and July 10, 1978, of activities authorized by
Radioactive Materials License NM-SOH-ML-02, issued initially
on July 15, 1975.

The inspection was an examination of the activities authorized
under the license as it relates to radiation safety; to com-
pliance with the Health and Environment Department's rules
and regulations; and adherence to activities detailed in the
license application.

During the inspection the following deficiencies were found:

1. Calculated time-weighted exposures for people
working in the yellowcake and Precipitation ,

areas were not maintained in a timely fashion, )
in fact they were several quarters behind.
This is contrary to the procedure described in
Section 5.5.3 of your license application. At
the time of the visit with the Environmental
Coordinator on July 10, 1978 the records itere
all up-to-date, so no response is necessary for !

this deficiency. |
| !

2. At the time of the inspection, the survey monitor-
ing instrument, Eberline Model F-310 Geiger Counter,
had not been calibrated for over six months.
Although there is no definite commitment in your

9003110057 780803
.

PDR ADOCK 04008904
PDR\.3,



.,
,7..o , ,

. s j j (Q f

w
\c V.

i

)'

-

Mr. O. D. McDaniel Page 2 |,

- SOHIO Natural Resources Company 8/3/78 !-

Albuquerque, NM 87110

license application concerning calibration intervals,
six months is usually the maximum interval recommended.
Use of a monitoring instrument not prpperly calibra-
ted is a violation of New Mexico Radiation Protection
Regulation RPS 4-200, " Surveys."

3. An examination of work records for non-routine
maintenance indicates that the Radiation Safety
Officer is not always informed when non-routine
maintenance is performed in high radiation areas.
The standard operating procedures described in
Section 5.3.3 of your license application (Items
5, 8, 9) provide guidance. However, under the
principle of "as low as reasonably achievable"
(ALARA) it might be a good idea to tighten the
procedure. Again, New Mexico Radiation Protection
Regulation RPS-4-200 requires surveys to be
performed.

Please inform this agency within twenty (20) days of the
receipt of this letter of measures taken to correct the
deficiencies enumerated above.

Thank you for the courtesy and cooperation extended to me
during the inspection.

Sincerely,

Theodore G. Brough
Environmental Scientist III

TGB/mb

CC: Mr. M. P. Allen, SOHIO
Radiation Protection Section (2)
File
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13. Inspection Summary (Including violations and safety items, and
status of reviously reported violations and safety items, etc.)
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16. Facilities (Use facilitics, storage facilities, control of access,-4

control devices and alarms, etc.)
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17. Equipment (Devices utilizing licensed. material, monitoring instru-
mentation, special equipment as glove boxes, hoods, handling tools,
respirators, etc.)
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18. Radiological Safety Procedures (Written operating and- emergency
procedures, availability of procedures, license and regs, training,,

Form AEC-3, etc.)
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19. Pers'onnel Mbnitoring and Exposure to External Radiation (Type of
'

- monitoring, range of exposures, supplier, period worn, exposure
history, etc.).
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26. Independent Measurements (Type, results, comparison to licensee
results, etc.)
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO SAFETY FIRST

A INSPECTON OF MINES DEPARTMENT
: 2340 MENAUL, N.E., SUITE 106

h ([)),g
dALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87107

'
'

l

I '

JOE D. LONGACRE, SR. OFFICE TELEPHONE 842-3056
STATE INSPECTOR'OF MINES RESIDENCE PHONE 344-1129

.

'

RADIATION CHECKUP l

REPORT OF INSPECTION _ I
l
1

1. D. No. 2901602 Typed January 18, 1978
....tBar,,ur,animn xii,!,,f Soh,Ip,,, Pet,rple,um Cm,pand,, ,, Ml H %nuay,,4,,,,,lM8,, ,

[ (Date of Inspection)
,,,

(Name)

. . . .U ,ra n,1, u,m , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ,, , , y,a l e,n c,l a , , , , , , , , B,ru ce H a r,v ey ,, , S,a f e ty , ,En,q l,n e,e r, , , , , , , , ,
(Claeolfication of Mine) (County in which located) (Company representative present at inspection)

Pursuant to the Mirting Laws of the State of New Mexico, Section 63-4 8, an inspection, as designated above, has been made. During this
inspection the following was note 6: .

*

GENERAL INFORMATION
*

,

Date of previous radiation inspection: Ini. 41

The operation is located four miles east of Seboyeta, New Mexico, State Highway
,

279 The operation is owned and operated by Sohlo Petroleum Company and Reserve '

011 and Minerals Corporation.

Employment: 56 Company officials:
Edward E. Maurer, Superintendent

Work Schedule: 0. D. McDaniel, General Manager
Hours per day 8 Bruce Harvey, Safety Engineer
Shifts per day 3 L. C. Jacobsen, Mgr., uranitrn & Western Coal
Days per week 7 Richard D. Haddenham, Hill Metallurgical Supt.

Daniel F. Brito, Mill Production Supt.

Principal product: uranium .

Type of operation: mill
'

The purpose of the radiation survey was to document possible exposure to radon-
daughter products in affected mill areas. Three (3) samples were taken:

No. 1 Cascade mill pan-feed pit = 0.1 working level

No. 2 Pump house number 1 (tunnels) = nil working level

No. 3 Yellowcake dozer room = nil working level

'

JOE D. LONGACRE. SR.
State Inapector of Mines

ONE COPY OF THIS REPORT SHALL BE POSTED IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE AT THE MINE

-___.-r_= .: _w-- ~~~ w-- - -- - - - - - - - - - - -~ - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - ~ ~
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*/ 8. D. No 2901602 - L-B anium Mill enuary 4, 19781

,'3 (Sohlo retrolcum Comprny aga 2

Exposure was minimal and present methods and ventilation appear adequate. No
I plant index was indicated.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The courtesy and cooperation of all employees ar e hereby gratefully acknowledged.
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Inpsected and Reported by: _[ -

7/ kt an Mn Gas inspector, ^FP l

Deputy inspector of Mines JOE D 1.0BT; ACRE, SR.
State In Mor of Mines
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| STATE OF NEW MEXICO SAF ETY FIRST

f< . INSPECTC'R OF MINES DEPARTMENT
! 2340 MENAUL, N.E. SUITE 106

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 87107

'- }.;y- .r u 7

,
, ,. -

JOE D. LONGACRE. SR. ,L ) | OFFICE TELEPHONE 842-3056,,

STATE INsPEC, TOR OF MINES ! . 0
,

REslDENCE PHONE 344-1129e

._. - _ _ _ . _

RADI ATION

REPORT OF INSPECTION

1. D. No. 2901602- Typed August 29, 1977
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .a n i 'um .M i l l ( Soh .i o P.e t r. o l .e um Compa n. y) Mill ugust.4,1,97.7.......L Bar Ur

. ..... .. .... .. . .. . . .. ..... ........ ,g, g

. . . .Ur.a n hso. . . . . . .(. . . . . . .. . .Va l ecc i a . . . . . . . . . . . . . .B r.u ca . H arve y., . S a f e.t y. . En e4 neer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(Classification o Mine) (County in wh6ch located) (Company representative present af inspection)

Pursuant to the Mining laws of the State of New Mexico. Section 63 4 8, an inspection. as designated above. has been made. During thle
inspection the following was noted:

GENERAL INFORMATION

Date of previous radiation inspection: Initial
'

The operation is located four miles east of Seboyeta, New Mexico, State Highway
2 79 The operation is owned and operated by Sohio Petroleum Company and Reserve
Oil and Minerals Corporation.

Employment: 56 Company officials:
'

Edward E. Maurer, Superintendent
Work Sch'edule: 0. D. McDaniel, General Manager

Hours per day 8 L. C. Jacobsen, Ngr. , Uranium f, Western Coal
Shif ts per day 3 Bruce Harvey, Safety Engineer
Days per week 7 Richard D. Haddenham, Mill Metallurgical Supt.

Daniel F. Brito, Mill Production Supt.
Principal product: uranium

Type of operation: Mill

Mr. Omer Sauvageau, of M.E.S.A., assisted throughout the Inspection.

The purpose of the radiation survey was to document possible exposure ;o radon-
daughter products in affect.ed mill areas. Two (2) samples were taken:

No. 1 Cascade mill pan-feed pit = 0.1 working level

No. 2 Pump house number 1 (tunnels) = nil working level
i

Exposure was minimal and present methods and ventilation appear adequate.

JOE D. LONGACRE. SR.
State laspector of Mines

ONE COPY OF THIS RE* ORT SHALL BE POSTED IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE AT THE MINE
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inspected and Reported by: /)Howard Robison
Approved -[ k'

Dust and Mine Gas inspector
.

f v
Deputy inspector of Mines IDE D. l.JN ACIW. Sit. I

State Inspector of Mines I
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