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francis J. Bradley, Ph.0.

Principal Radiophysicist

Radiological Health Unit

New York State Dopartment
of Labor

2 World Trade Center

tlew York, Hew York 10047

Dear Dr. Dradley:

ue have received and reviewed a preliniinary cupy of the roport of
Texas' invastigation of tha shipment of Americiumez4l and assouciated
equipment by EAD to Texas. The information in the report raises a
nuriber of questions relating to EAD's activities in tew York , their
status in Texas, and their plans for shipping the naterial to Mexico.

As Joe! Lubenau discussed with you, we believe it will bo beneficiol to
have a meating of representatives of the tlew York and Texas radiation
control programs and WRC staff, including 2 representeztive of our
International Programs office to exchange information on this matter. |
have enclosad 4 1ist of issues which we believe should be addressed at
the mezting (Enclosure 1). Since export of licensed matoriel is
requieted by the MRC, our Office of International Programs plars *o
ansyre that the ilexican government is informed of the regulitory safety
problens that have been found with this shipment and thercfore also plan
to attend the rieeting.

+¢ have scheduled the meeting for 9:30 a.m., September 13, 13L3 ir
Conference Room 8035, A{: Rights Building ill, Bethesda, i¢. Diracticns
are enclosed (Enclosure 2). We will be pleased tc pay vour trave! :nd
per diem costs. Please contact our contractor, Dimensione Travel
(301-986-8549) to make your flight reservations. For travel informatiud
other than flight reservations please contact s, Carolyn Cuggans
(Talephune 3C1-452-9870).

Sircerciy,

Donald A, Hussbaumer

Assistant Directer for
State Agreanents Procran

Office of Statc Pruorams
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{ggues Raised by the Texas Report on

(Ref. Meyer, Tx report dtd 7/22 83)

Was the decon and decomm procedure (attach. R) submitted to and

approved by NYDL?

The occupational MPCair for insoluble Slam s 1:10'10 uCi/ml,
fssuming a resuspension factor of 10'6 cﬁ? removable surface
contam* ation in excess of 22,000 dom/lOGcm2 could lead to airborne
radioactivity greater than the MPC, Levels up 10 5x106 dom/1£C:m:
were ‘ound by Texas. This raises guestions about the adequacy of

EAD's program for controlling and evaluating exposures to airborne

radipactivity, e.g.

*1n the decon and decomm procedure, full face respiratory
protection must be worn ¢or handling the plating bath and the
waste water system. Did NYOL approve a respiratory protection

proaram for EAD?

*1n the decon and decomm procedure, 2 continuous air
monitoring system was 10 e maintained during deconning,
consisting of & alpha air monitors and 6 breathing zone
camples. Results were to De recorded in the "Air Monitoring

Log." Has NYOL inspected these records’?




*what Hi0ss5ays were performed O

decon and decomm? (The decon &

records of u

According to

materials were packaged in acc

inspec
violations, including improper pack
excessive contamination. Had NYOL

procedure

:AD's decon and decomm procedure
specific 1imits. The RSQs survey
Texas show removable contamination
Texas' surveys showe

inst

four orders of magnitude (Enclosure).

the gamma radiation level was rep
found 2-3 mR/hr (natural gas

steps has NYDL taken to 2scert

discrepancwes?

Decon and decomm records, accord

ctored at a location in Buffalo,

records’?

the decon and decomm procedure, all ra
ordance with DOT 49 LFR, yet the

tions and surveys by Texas and 00T dis

s for packaging and transporting radio2

d levels up to 5:105 dpm/lOOcm2 and nu

tances where . rveys of the same it

generator, see attachments C&5).

n ¢ '-Qu

rine samples and lung counts).

¢ perscnre! involved
nd decomm procedure references
dicactive

closed numerous
aging, improper 1abelling and

reviewed and approved any EAD

ctive materials?

called for decontanination %0

¢ of the equipment shipped to
o be less than 100 dpm/lccc::.
merous
em differed by two, three and
In addition, in one case,

ctLtor

orted as "0" but & Texas inspecto

ain the causes of these

ing to the procecure are to be

NY., Has NYOL examined thase

aha”



EAD's license also authorized the cossession of Cm, Pu and Gd.

were any of these materials possessed by EAD? 1f so, how were they

disposed of?

what was EAD's compliance history? (Dates of inspections,

findings, adequacy of responses, repeats, orders?)

Attachment S (Haygood's 6/28/83 letter) reports that Bradley

informed Texas that the RSO was told by "upper managament” at EAD
not t~ placard the trailers. This suggests that NYDL has
inform: “ion indicative of a willful vielation of DOT requirements
[which are referenced in Code 38 (38.39)] and thus opening a

possibility for a criminal penalty. what action was NYDL taken on

this matter?

Code 38.29, "Vacating Premises" requires licensees to decon to

Table § levels; supply copies of the final survey to NYOL and to

the landlord,owner Or successor occupant; and cannot vacate, sell

or transfer the premises until the survey has been verified and

accepted by NYDL. What is the status of EAD's compliance with

38.297
ant? Have they

What is the condition of the drain lines from the pl

been surveyed for radicactivity?

Has NYDL inspected anJ surveyed the vacated EAD premises? {f 50,

ahat were the '“'34‘t51
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EAD and Texas Survey Results

Comparison of

EAD Survey Result

gAN Decon
Removable dpm/100cm

Reguirement

Decon externally 0,24
below spec

1imit*

Decon to lowest 18
possible level

Decon internally and ;2
externally below

spec limit

Decon externally i

below specific 1imits

e o ’ 4 w

FTEoec 1imits' are not spe

0L Code 38, Tabie § which prov

aximum dpm/100cm 00T limits ar

nipment is exclysive use vehicle.
30 dpm/100 em”
2elease for

tTfical 1y defined

Inregtricted Use O

ides limits for r movable alpha.
e 2200 dpm/100cm™ or 22,000 dpm/100 cm” {f the
As a comparison, NRC guigance for deco
"Guidelines for Decontamination of Fact
Termination Licenses. Py

Tx Survey Result "
Removable dpm 100/cm

1060; 2460; 53°0

4280

2890; 6210; Syster

63,700; 96,100,

377,000, 384,000
5,280,000

7790; 80,800

in the procedure but reference % 7¢
33 avgrage 2rc

1ities and Eguipmen:
' December, 187%

ntamer



July 13, 1935
” The Honorable John J. LaFalce
Room 1304 Federal Building
111 West Huron Street
Buffalo, New York 14202

Dear Congressman LaFalce:

This is in response cu your letter dated June 22, 1989, regarding the

£AD Metallurgical Inc, facility located in Tonawanda, New York. [ would
like to note that New York 1s an Agreement State having entered into an
agreement in 1964 witn the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) pursuart

to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended. Under the agreement the
State has the authority to regulate certain racioactive materials within
its State boundary. Therefore, the State of New York has the regulatory
Jurisdiction over the EAD Metallurgica® Inc. facility. The New York State
licensing contact person is:

Dr. F. J. Bradley

Principal Radiophysicist
Radiological Health Unit
Division nf Safety & Health
State Department of Labor
Ore Main Street, Room 813
Brooklyn, New York 11201
(718) 797-7641

Enclosed are the reports and correspondence that the NRC has issued
relating to the EAU Metallurgical Inc. license termination and
subsequent facility decontamination. That information is @ resuit of
periodic review of actions taken by New York and their technical
assistance requests to us. An index of the enclosures is also
provided. We hope tnhis information will be of assistance to your
constituent; however, if you have further questions, please do not
hesitate tc contact we.

Sincerely,

o

Dennis K. Rathbun, Director
Congressional Affairs

AT TG TS 0ffice of Governmental and
- : b f% Public Affairs

Enclosures:

As stated

Enclosures: Distribution:
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“See previous concurrence.
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