UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20555

July 31, 1989

Pocket No. 50-416

Mr. W. 7. Cottle

Vice President, Nuclear (perations
System Energy Resources, Inc.

Post Office Box 23054

Jackson, Mississippi 39208

Dear Mr. Cottle:

SUBJECT: GRAND GULF NUCLEAR STATION, UNIT 1 - POST ACCIDENT SAMPLING
SYSTEM SURVEILLANCE TESTS zTAC 73833)

By letter dated July 26, 1989, System Energy Resources, Inc., (the licensee)
committed to revise its post accident sempling system (PASS) test procedure
for Grand Gulf Muclear Station (GGNS), Unit 1.

The licensee's commitment resulted from a telephone conference cel) between
the licensee and NRC staff on July 11, 1989 to discuss the staff's position
rogarding the PASS sanpling program in Section 11.B.3(1)(c¢) of the staff's
Safety Evaluation Report, Supplement No. 4 (SSER 4). The purpose of this
letter is to provide steff's evaluation of the licensee's proposed revised
test procedure.

The NRC staff has reviewed the licensee's letter dated July 26, 1989 regarding
the groposed revision to the PASS test procedure. The semiannual testing of
the PASS includes obtaining the sample from the PASS panel as well as analysis
of the sample for determining operability and for & training purpose. The
licensee's present procedure requires monthly analysis of PASS reactor coolant
samg\es from the reactor coclant system when the reactor is pressurized, with
at least one of these samples taken from a jJet pump diffuser instrument line
each six months. The revised procedure would require semiannual sampling from
the suppression pool, RHR loop A, or RHR loop B to demonstrate capability to
obtain post accident samples under conditions when the reactor coolant system
is depressurized. The licensee has implemented a revised PASS sampling progrem
requiring semiannual sampling and analysis from one of the three sampling
points that can be used to obtain a depressurized sample. The sampling point
will be rotated for each semiannual PASS testing interval: i.e, suppression
pool, then RHR lovp A and then the RHR loop B. The staff concludes that the
revised semiannual PASS sampling and analysis from each of the three sanpling
puints on rotational basis, as well as the monthly PASS reactor coolant sample,
meets the requirements of NUREG-0737, Item I11.B.3, from the standpoint of
demonstrating operability and for providing adequate training.

The licensee has committed to revise GGNS Unit 1 Administrative Procedure

C8-5-03-10, "Chemistry Sampling Program," to include the additional sempling
points. In addition, the revised procedure will require the licensee to
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Mr. W. T. Cottle

Bl July 31, 1989

telephone NRC Region 11 in the event one of the sample lines is found to be
inoperable and cannot be restored to operability within 24 hours. A description
of the revised PASS sampling program will also be included in an update of the
UFSAR. The staff concludes that the licensee's commitments to document the
chenges to the PASS sampling program are acceptabie.

cc: See next page
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Sincerely,

Ronnie Lo/for

Lester L. Kintner, Senior Froject Manager
Project Directorate 11-1
Division of Reactor Projects-1/11

(V18 oy
y:¥0:11-1
Adensam
713188




Mr. W. T. Cottle
System Energy Pesources, Inc.

cc:
Me, T. H. Cloninger

Vice President, Nuclear Engineering
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Serqor Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Department of Justice
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