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Event Description

On February 16, 1989, at 9:10 P.M., a #1 Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG)
trouble alarm was received in the Main Control Room. Further
investigation at the local control panel revealed annunciators "Failure
to Start" and "Overspeed", alarming. The EDG was neither in a starting
sequence nor running at the time of the alarms; and the alarming
condit'ion was manually reset within two minutes. The alarms were caused
when utility personnel as-building control air tubing inadvertently
disturbed the Safety Shutdown Valve (SSV), which actuated the overspeed
trip lever. During the time interval between the initiation of the alarm
condition and reset, the EDG would not have started in either automatic
or manual. At the time of the event, the redundant EDC was
out-of~-service for preventive maintenance.

Plant Status

The plant was operating at 61% of rated power (477 MWe) at the time of the
event.,

Basis for Report

The event is being reported under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(vii), where a single

occurrence resulted in the Fmergency Diesel Generator power supply system
being momentarily inoperable.

Cause

Human Factors. Three days prior to the incident, #1 Emergency Diesel
Generator had been declared inuperable due to a control air header leak
at the S5V (reported via LER 89-003). Corrective action included tubing
reconfiguration and replacement in selected areas on both diesel engines,
The tubing work had been completed for #1 EDG earlier on February 16 and
the tubing upgrade work had just started on #2 EDG. Utility personnel
were studying the completed tubing work on #1 EDG and unknowingly
actuated the overspeed trip on the SSV. The SSV is mouuted in a
relatively unprotected area on top of the engine, adjacent to a walkway.

Safety Significance

Minimal. Operations personnel arrived at the #1 EDC Room approximately
one minute after receipt of the trouble alarm. The individuals were able
to reset the overspeed trip immediately after arriving «t the scene. The
EDG was in a tripped condition for less than two minutes, during which
time automatic or manual operation was prevented. When the alarming
condition was reset, the EDG was available for operation if required,.
Additionally, both offsite power sources w-re available.
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Safety Implications

As previously discussed, the unavailability of both EDGs was less than

two minutes. The likelihood of an event occurring, which would require
Emergency Diesel Generator operation during that two minute period, 1s

extremely small,

Corrective Action

Immediately upon receipt of the trouble alarms, an operator was
dispatched to the #1 EDG Room. The EDG was reset, and subsequently
started and loaded to demonstrate operability.

To minimize the possibility of an inadvertent actuation of the SSV, signs
have been placed on the ladders to the platform areas on both diesel
engines. Access is restricted to Operations and Maintenance personnel
with specific job assignments in the area, or personncl receiving prior
permission from the Shift Supervisor. Additionally, a design change will
be implemented to provide a permanent guard around the Safety Shutdown
Valve overspeed trip lever. The modification will be completed prior to
the plant startup from the 1989 Maintenance and Refuel ing Outage,

Past Similar Events

A similar event occurred on November 3, 1988, when non-utility personnel
were touring the Fmergency Diesel Generat.: Room and inadvertantly
actuated the overspeed trip lever. The responsible supervisor counselled

the individual involved. The event was not considered reportable because
the redundant EDG was operable.
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