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| MEMORANDUM
;

!
DATE: March 14, 1979

FROM: James L. Mackin, Project Manager, Mill Licensing
,

!

| SUBJECT: Gulf Mineral Resources Co. Uranium Mill License Application

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the public notice of an application
for Radioactive Materials License from Culf Mineral Resources Co. for a
proposed uranium mill at San Mateo, New Mexico. The notice has been recently
published in several newspapers.

If you have any questions or comments regarding the license application,
please submit them in written form to this office and they will be addressed

i
during the evaluation of the application. In the interest of a timely l

q evaluation, the receipt of your comments and question by May 15, 1979 is
v requested.
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FUBLIC NOTICE
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-
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"

The Health and Environment Department's Environmental Improvement . ' .
'

Division has received an application for a Radioactive Material License ,.

from Gulf Mineral Resources Co., 1720 South Bellaire St., Denver,, .,

Colorado 8022,2,,.for a proposed uranium mill to be located at San Mateo,
,

~ New Mexico.

During the early part of the evaluatiori period, the Divisdon vill invite
several state and federal agencies as well as other interested parties
to review and comment upon the application. Various sections within the
EID will review and comment upon the application. The EID may, at its

. discretion, retain consultants to assist it in its evaluation of the
application. Relevant comments and questions received by the EID from i

various agencies and interested parties will be forwarded to the applicant i

for its response. Correspondence associated with the application will j
~

|

be on file with the Radiation Protection Section and will be availabic for
inspection by the applicant and any other interested parties. ,

h.

... - --
-- - ----

,
. . . . . . - . - ~ . . - -

, . ,.-

['
The Division has required the company to provide complete plans and other |
caterials concerning, among other things, the public health, safety and-~

environmental aspects of the proposed activity.

The license application will be analyzed carefully by the Division. During
there are nothis analysis, the application will be reviewed to ensure that

deficiencies, that the application meets all applicable requirements and that
there is no reason to believe that the mill operation will violate any laws i

1

or regulations. If the Division is so satisfied, it will issue a Radioactive
-

Materials License, to expire in five years from the date of issuance.
i ?.

: . <The activities of all licensees are inspected periodically to assure compliance
|Dvith regulations and license conditions.
I1-

f |The application is available for review at the following locations:
,

l-
:
#

Santa Fe: )~.

l

(1) EID Central Office, Rndiation Protection Section, Crown Building -

725 St Michael's Drive. Hrs: Mon-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. f
.-

-
i

Albuquerque:
O

(1) EID Region 1 office, 4159 Montgomery Eoulevard, N.E. Hrs: Mon-Fri. i
,

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. ,

' ._
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Grants: 4- ,~
,

:

(1) EID Region 1 Office, 708 Uranium Avenue, Milan, New Mexico.
Hrs.: Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. '5:00 p.m. l.,

_,

,
- , .-

i . ^

! It is anticipated that the review period will required about six to eighti -:.,-

months. Written comments and requests for public hearing will be .g --

'

accepted after publication of this notice.. .; -

,.

-k. -
' .

'
Written comments regarding this license application should be directed' '

to Licensing Staff, Radiation Protection Section, Environmental Improvement
.

Division, P.O. Box 968, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503. -'
,
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,

' SANTA FE --- The Health and Environment Department's Environmental Improvement
.{

| Division has received an application for a Radioactive Material License from

' Gulf Mineral Resources' Company,1720 South Bellaire Street, Denver, Colorado,
'

:80222, for a proposed uranium mill to be located at San Mateo, New Mexico.*

.The mill is to be located 30 miles north of Grants, near San Mateo,

approximat'ely 3 miles north of Gulf's Mt. Taylor Mine.

,Using a conventional acid leach, thickener and solvent extraction, Gulf

proposes to pipe the mill waste to their proposed tailings pond located six miles

north.of the mill in La Polvadera Canyon. They intend to ship the product

|(yellowLcake V 0 ) out of state to various locations by truck. Gulf states it'sc38

' intention'of. commencing operation of._ the mill 'by late 1981.
i

! , Employment is-anticipated to be 500. workers during the construction period,

and reduced to 125 workers during the operation of the mill, which is expected to

.g p'roduce'as much as 25,000 pounds per day of U 03 8 when it reaches full production

in 1985. + .

-more-

b i_- _ __ __2_.__.____a_,.,.,. , , _ . , , , , , ,
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AD-1

Q During the early part of the evaluation period, the Division will invitet'

several state and federal agencies as well as other interested parties to review

and comnent upon the application. Various. sections within the EID will review

H and comment upon the application. The EID may, at its discretion, retain consul-

tants to assist it in its evaluation of the application. Relevant comments and

questions received by the EID from various agencies and interested parties will

be forwarded to the applicant for its response.' Correspondence associated with

the application will be on file with the Radiation Protection Section and will be

available for inspection by the applicant and any other interested parties.

The Division has required the~ company to provide complete plans and other j

materials concerning, among other things, the public health, safety and environ- |
"

|

mental aspects of the proposed activity. j
i

!The license application will be analyzed carefully by the Division. During
Ci I
'" this analysis, the application will be reviewed to ensure that there are no'

deficiencies, that the application meets all applicable requirements and that
' there is no reason to believe that the mill operation will violate any laws or
.

regul ations. If the Division is so satisfied, it will issue a Radioactive
'

Materials License, to expire in five years from the date of issuance.
a*

The activities of all licensees are inspected periodically to assure compli-

ance with regulations and license conditions.

The application is available for review at the following locations:

Santa Fe:

(1) EID Central Office, Radiation Protection Section, Crown Building,

725 St. Michael's Drive. Hrs: Mon-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Albuquerque

(1) EID District 1 Office, 4159 Montgomery Blvd. , NE, Hrs: Mon-Fri.

Qo

[
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

-more-
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.

Grants: ; ;

(1).EIDDistrictkOffice,708UraniumAvenue, Milan,NewMexico.

Hrs: Mon-Fri . 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

It is anticipated that the 'rev.iew period will require about ten months. I

Written comments and requests .for. public hearing will be accepted for 60 days

after publication of this notice.
-

,

Written corrnents regarding this license application should be directed to

Licensing Staff,' Radiation Protection Section, Environmental Improvement Division,

P. O. Box 968, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87503.
.

.
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