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1. D. No. 2901364 Typed July 1,1976
Western Section 21 Mine (Wes tern Nuclear, Inc.) Mine q une 23,1976J

,

Unde rground M *"'' )
|

(De d Inspectice)
Uranium Mine McKinicy Frank Varlo, Assistant Mine Supt.

-

(Classiracation of Mine) (County la which located) (Coeipany representative prescat at inspectaco)

Pursuant to the Mining Laws of the State of New Mexico, Sectmn 63-4-8, an inspection, as designated above,

has been made. During this inspection the following was noted:

GENERAL INFORMATION

Owner of mineral: Wes tern Nuclear, Company Officials:
Inc. P. R. Miller, Mine Superintendent

Frank Vario, Assistant Mine Superintendent
Owner of Land: Department of Ralph Pickle, Mine Engineer

Interior, Bureau of Indian

Af fai rs Mining method: modi fied room f, pillar

Location: 17 miles N of Thoreau, Last Radiation Inspection: January 22, 1976
on New Mexico Highway No. 57, and the report was posted.
then on, Mariano Lake Road.

,

|
Employment: Work Schedule:

Total 54 Hours per shi f t 8

Unde rg round 49 Shi f ts pe r day 2

Hours per week 40

The inspector was accompanied by Mr. Frank Varlo, during the enti re period of this j
!inspection.
I

This mine is opened by one 10' x 15' in size decline, 2134' in length, pitching at ;

11.4% gradient. At the present time, development dri f ts are carried out to the !
east and west of the main decline. Modified room and pillar development in ore 1

is being carried out east and west side of this decline. i

i !
'

VENTILATION AND RADIATION
!

This mine was ventilated by some 125,000 cubic feet per minute of fresh air delivered ;

and exhausted through the openings on the following page. j
l
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I l. 0, No. 2901364 - Wes tern Section 21 Mine June 23, 1976
(W:s te rn Nuclear, Inc.) Page 2
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Alr Al r Vo- Depth
' Opening Size Di rect ion l ume ' C. F. M. Make of Fan H.P. -of Opening i

No. l B.H.- 60" 1.D. exhaust 125,000 Bonanza 1-125 360'
.

11.4% decline 10'x15' intake 125,000 2134' )- -

The following,is a list of radon-duaghter concentrations and ventilation volumei'
' . measurements and time-weighted exposure for each of the di f ferent types of mine

pe rsonnel: -

Sample Ventilation Man Shif t Exposure Working )I

'No. Sample Location C.F.M. Mf,M Stopes Haulages Level

1 E haulage road development 12,000 1.0 4.0 Nil-

0.42 17S going E development 8,000 1.0 4.0 -

2.0 0.33 1300 haulage 10,000 1.0 -

4 8E going S development 6,000 1.0 2.0 0.3-

5 17S of f 0 X-cut haulage 80,000 1.0 2.0 Nil-

6 12 W going N off ISS development 3,500* 1.0 4.0 0.1-

7 W haulage road 80,000 1.0 3.0 Nil-

8 l unch room convection 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.1
9 decline haulage 125,000 1.0 1.0 1.0 Nil

10' ' W haulage road development 6,700 1.0 4.0 Nil-

11 18W going N of f 21S development 12,000 1.0 4.0 0.1-

12 19S going E of f 16W development 8,000 1.0 4. 0_ Nil-

12.0 28.0 9.0
1
'* Not i ce iss ued

The average time-weighted exposure for the various classes of mine personnel and the i

mine exposure -index are as follows:
,

Maintenance and Management = 0.1 x working level ,

Stopes and developments = 0.1 x working level |
Haulageways = 0.1 x working level
Total Mine Exposure Index = 0.1 x working level

NOTICES ISSUED JUNE 23, 1976

Notice No.1, Section 63-28-9, NMSA: Dus t condition shall be controlled through-

out the mine. Abated June 23, 1976.

Notice. No. 2, Section 63-28-9, NMSA: Ventilation tubing in E haulage development
shall be kept- at 30 feet or less from working face. Abated June 23, 1976.

Notice No. 3, Section 63-28-9, NMSA: Ventilation tubing in 17S going E drif t
development shall be kept at 30 feet or less from working face. Abated June 23,
1976.

7 -
Notice No. 4, Section 63-28-9, NMSA: Ventilation tubing in W haulage development
shall be kept at 30 feet or less from working face. Abated June 23, 1976.'

Notice No. 5, SIM Rule No. 71-1(2c): The 13S going E off 32E unventilated drift~

shall be pos ted against ent ry. (57 5 28M) Abated June 23, 1976.
?
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Notice No. 6, SIM Rule No. 71-2(2c): Evidence of cigarette smoking was found in
the lunch room area. (57.5-41M) Abated June 23, 1976

Notice No. 7, SIM Rule No. 71-2(2c): Evidence of cigarette smoking was found
throughout the decline. (57.5-41M) Abated June 23, 1976.

Notice No. 8, SIM Rule No. 71-2(2c): Evidence of cigarette smoking was found
in the E haulage. (57. 5-41 H) Abated June 23, 1976.

.

Notice No. 9, SIM Rule No. 71-2(2c): Evidence of cigarette smoking was found in
18W going N off 21S development. (57.5-41 M) Abated June 23, 1976.

The above notices were discussed with Messrs. P. R. Miller and Frank Vario.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The courtesy and cooperation of Mr. Frank Varlo, staff and personnel of the Section-
21 mine during this inspection are hereby gratefully acknowledged. ;
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I Inspected and Reported by- s

'

Lucio A. - Quinones Approvea . .ds 4dh. ;

Dust and Mine Gas Engineer o1. p, i oN7(cul.: sg,
: Deputy inspector of Mines state Inspe r of Mines
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